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Abstract

This paper aims to tackle the pressing question that has
perplexed scholars and sports enthusiasts alike: Is there a
tangible relationship between the England Football
Team's international match count and the number of
school teachers in the quaint land of North Dakota? We
embarked on a data-driven odyssey, merging the worlds
of sports and education, to uncover if these seemingly
disparate entities share an unexpected connection.
Employing My Foot Ball Facts and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics as our guides, we delved into the statistics with
all the fervor of an avid football fan and the
meticulousness of an educator meticulously grading
papers. Lo and behold, our analysis revealed a correlation
coefficient of 0.7590674 and a tantalizing p-value of less
than 0.01 for the time span from 2010 to 2022. This
astonishing discovery raises eyebrows and prompts
unabashed curiosity. This enthralling exploration not only
sheds light on the intersection of sports and education but
also invokes a sense of wonder about the mysterious ways
in which seemingly unrelated realms of human endeavor
may intertwine. As we revel in the unexpected findings,
we invite readers to join us in savoring the delightful
irony of this research journey and pondering the
whimsical connections that underpin our world.

1. Introduction

As the world of academia often gravitates toward the
meticulous and the mundane, it is with immense
delight and a dash of whimsy that we present our
research findings on the correlation between the
England Football Team's international match count
and the number of school teachers in the enigmatic
expanse of North Dakota. While the link between
soccer prowess and educational staffing may seem
as improbable as a penguin performing a pirouette,
our investigation has unveiled a surprising union
between these two seemingly unrelated domains.

The juxtaposition of kicking a ball and molding
young minds may seem as incongruous as mixing
metaphors at a high society soirée, but as the saying
goes, truth can indeed be stranger than fiction. Our
foray into this uncharted territory was not
undertaken with recklessness, but rather with the
cautious curiosity of a kitten approaching a
suspiciously wobbling vase. We sought to apply the
principles of statistical analysis with the precision of
a Swiss watchmaker, all while maintaining the
exuberance of a football fan witnessing an
unexpected last-minute goal.

The very notion of exploring the relationship
between the number of international football
matches England plays and the cohort of educators
in the least populated state in the USA might
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provoke a chuckle, akin to discovering a kangaroo
attempting a tap dance routine. However, as
scholars, it is our duty to venture into uncharted
waters, even if it means swapping our tweed jackets
for life vests and setting sail into the uncharted sea
of statistical oddities.

In this paper, we will unpack the methodological
approach used to disentangle the web of numbers
and possibilities, presenting our findings with the
fervor of a raucous football anthem and the precision
of a mathematical theorem. So, dear reader, fasten
your intellectual seatbelt and prepare to kick around
some numbers with us as we unravel the surprising
connection between football fervor and educational
enterprise.

2. Literature Review

To understand the obscure and captivating
relationship between the England Football Team's
international match count and the number of school
teachers in the lesser-known realm of North Dakota,
we must embark on a journey through the annals of
scholarly research as well as some eyebrow-raising
sources. While the initial idea of linking the
beautiful game to the equally stimulating world of
education may elicit a few raised eyebrows, as we
delve into the literature, we will discover that
serendipity often masquerades as statistical
correlation. Strap in for a rollercoaster ride through
oddities,  surprises, and some unexpected
connections as we traverse this uncharted terrain.

In "Goal Scoring Patterns in International Soccer: A
Statistical Analysis," Smith and Jones offer a
comprehensive analysis of factors that contribute to
goal-scoring patterns in international soccer
matches. While their study primarily focuses on the
intricacies of goal-scoring, one cannot help but
ponder whether the zeal of scoring goals
internationally spills over into the teaching
profession in distant lands, such as North Dakota. As
we mull over the empirical evidence presented in the
study, we are reminded that the pursuit of goals,
whether on the pitch or in the classroom, shares a
certain ineffable similarity - a pursuit of excellence
and the occasional devastating defeat.

Doe's seminal work, "Education and Society: A
Cross-Cultural Perspective," offers a thought-
provoking exploration of the intricate dynamics
between education and societal constructs. Though
Doe does not explicitly delve into the whimsical
connection between international football matches
and educational staff in North Dakota, it is not
unfathomable to consider the influence of sports
fervor on the teaching workforce. After all, if a last-
minute goal can send fans into a frenzy, perhaps it
also ignites an unanticipated passion for education in
a parallel dimension.

As we wade further into the dazzling realm of
literature, we encounter non-fiction works that,
while not explicitly related to our peculiar inquiry,
bear intriguing titles such as "Ball and Board: A
Comparative Study of Sports and Education in
Eurasia" and "The Global Phenomenon of Soccer:
Exploring Its Ripple Effects in Unlikely Places.”
While the authors of these texts may not have
directly tackled the association between football
matches and educator numbers in North Dakota,
their titles do provide a whimsical nod to the
unlikely harmony between the realms of sports and
education.

Stepping into the realm of fiction, we encounter
titles such as "The Soccer Spell: A Novel of
Enigmatic Connections" and "The Teacher's Tackle:
Unraveling the  Mysteries of  Educational
Enthusiasm.”" While these works may not be
grounded in empirical evidence, they certainly tickle
the imagination and hint at the enigmatic forces that
could intertwine football fervor and pedagogical
pursuits in distant corners of the world.

Furthermore, a recent op-ed piece on social media
caught our attention, where a user postulated, "Do
the number of England football matches predict the
influx ~ of teachers in  North  Dakota?
#CuriousCorrelations #FootyEducatorTheory."
While social media musings may often drift into the
whimsical and fanciful, the mere proposition of such
a correlation in a public discourse speaks to the
prevalent intrigue surrounding our investigation.

As we conclude this literary jaunt, we are reminded
that the tapestry of human interests and endeavors is
woven with intricate threads that often intertwine in
the most unexpected ways. With a nod to the
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scholarly works, a wink to the fictional imaginings,
and a playful nod to the digital chatter, we stand on
the precipice of uncovering a correlation that is as
captivating as it is peculiar.

3. Methodology

Embarking on this scholarly escapade required a
blend of statistical acrobatics and data juggling that
could rival a circus performance. Our data collection
process was as thorough as a truffle-hunting pig on
the scent, with a dash of internet sleuthing that
would make Sherlock Holmes proud. We scoured
sources such as My Foot Ball Facts, where the only
thing more abundant than football statistics is the
fervor of die-hard fans, and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, a repository of employment data as vast as
the Great Plains themselves.

The first step in our methodological waltz was to
gather the England Football Team's international
match count from 2010 to 2022, capturing every
kick, every goal, and every moment of heart-
stopping glory. We then laced up our metaphorical
football boots and ventured into the realm of North
Dakota's educational landscape, where we diligently
tracked the number of school teachers, treating each
data point with the care of an artisan crafting a
masterpiece.

With our treasure trove of data in hand, we donned
our metaphorical lab coats, ready to unleash the
power of statistical analysis. We employed a robust
correlation analysis to determine the relationship
between the England Football Team's match count
and the number of school teachers in North Dakota.
This analytical tango allowed us to measure the
strength and direction of the relationship, akin to
inferring the dance moves based on the rhythm of a
catchy football chant.

To ensure the reliability of our findings, we
conducted rigorous sensitivity analyses, testing the
robustness of our results to variations in analytical
assumptions. We sought to leave no statistical stone
unturned, much like an academic Indiana Jones
navigating a jungle of numbers with a trusty
regression whip at our side.

It's worth noting that while our methods may sound
as complex as explaining offside rules to a group of

bewildered armadillos, we approached our analysis
with the clarity and precision of a diamond cutter,
polishing the data until it gleamed with statistical
significance.

In the subsequent sections, we will unveil the
captivating results of our analysis, presenting our
findings with the enthusiasm of a stadium full of
cheering fans and the rigor of a scholarly debate. So,
dear reader, prepare to join us on this captivating
journey through the unexpected link between
football fervor and the educational fabric of North
Dakota.

4. Results

Our gallant expedition into the statistical wilds has
yielded a correlation coefficient of 0.7590674, an r-
squared value of 0.5761832, and a p-value less than
0.01, underscoring a strong and significant
relationship between the England Football Team's
international match count and the number of school
teachers in North Dakota from 2010 to 2022.

In the spirit of embracing the unexpected, we must
trumpet the thriving correlation between a nation's
passion for football and their educational workforce.
It appears that while England's football prowess may
spark fervent celebrations on the pitch, it also stirs
up a unique motivational ripple effect in the
education sector across the ocean and land.

It's intriguing to imagine teachers in North Dakota
drawing inspiration from England's triumphs or
defeats on the international football stage. Perhaps
they rally their students with motivational chants
borrowed from the terraces, urging them to "defend
their academic goalposts" or "score top marks with
an assist from knowledge." Admittedly, the potential
influence of global football fervor on local
educational zeal opens up a realm of whimsical
speculation.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The data focalizes a compelling tale of intertwined
destinies, where the kicks and flicks on the football
field resonate in the classrooms of North Dakota,
like a game of statistical dominoes stretching across
continents and careers. Who could have foreseen
such an unconventional kinship between the soccer
ball and the school bell, transcending geographical
barriers and cultural disparities with a twinkle of
statistical magic?

To visually capture this remarkable correlation, we
present Fig. 1, a scatterplot that vividly portrays the
robust relationship between these seemingly distant
variables. Revel in the spectacle of dots aligned in
harmonious fashion, akin to a synchronized dance
between footballs and lesson plans, as they depict
the intriguing connection that has emerged from our
analytical escapade.

As we sift through these revelatory findings, we are
reminded that in the grand tapestry of human
endeavors, the threads of football and education
may, in fact, intertwine in unexpectedly delightful
ways. This unanticipated link prompts a reevaluation
of the webs of influence that span the societal fabric,
demonstrating that the impact of a football match
can transcend the confines of a stadium and echo
through the hallowed halls of education in distant
lands.

5. Discussion

In our discursive odyssey through the intersection of
England Football Team's international match count
and the number of school teachers in North Dakota,
we have stumbled upon a statistical marvel that
defies conventional wisdom with a gleeful smirk.

Our results, akin to a surprising goal in stoppage
time, have bolstered the whimsical notions and
scholarly musings unearthed in the literature review,
elevating the playful conjectures to the pedestal of
empirical support.

Our findings lend robust credence to the scholarly
intuitions that beckon a connection between the
spirited pursuits of football and the noble vocation
of education. As Smith and Jones poetically waltz
through the intricate tapestry of goal-scoring
patterns in international soccer, we cannot help but
exult in the shared pursuit of excellence echoed in
the diligent endeavors of educational stalwarts in
North Dakota. The deft footwork on the pitch thrums
with an inexplicable resonance in the corridors of
learning, underscoring a captivating parallel that our
statistical scrutiny has artfully illuminated.

Moreover, the enigma that shrouds the influence of
sports fervor on the teaching profession finds its
echo in Doe's profound exposition of the educational
landscape. While Doe's focus does not dwell on the
magnetic pull of football matches on the recruitment
and retention of educators, our empirical voyage
asserts an unspoken harmony that beguiles and
captivates. The essence of passion, persistence, and
unanticipated fervor weaved throughout the
literature review now resonates with an empirical
vibrancy that beckons us to ponder the whimsical
forces at play in this peculiar correlation.

Our statistical escapade, bolstered by a tantalizing p-
value of less than 0.01, not only aligns with the
serendipitous serenades of scholarly whisperings but
also basks in the mirthful aura of fiction and social
musings. As we lace the narrative threads of our
correlation, the sardonic winds of amusing
correlations that waft through the literary and digital
realms find a tangible mooring in our findings,
inducing a chuckle of recognition in their playful
forecast. The opulent wedding of football fervor and
educational tenacity, echoing from the statistical
depths, proclaims a playful truth hidden in the annals
of inquiry.

In essence, our empirical foray contributes an
exuberant verse to the lyrical ballad of unlikely
connections, guiding us to ponder the perplexing
juncture where the fervor of football gracefully
intersects with the solemn call of education. Our

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



results, much like an unforeseen back-heel pass,
invite researchers to embrace the capricious whims
of correlation and the endearing surprises that await
in the unbounded realm of statistical serendipity.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unwrapped a
surprising connection between the England Football
Team's international match count and the number of
school teachers in North Dakota. It seems that the
influence of football fervor extends far beyond the
confines of the pitch, reaching into the educational
realm like an enthusiastic soccer fan diving into a
plate of nachos during a thrilling match.

Our findings leave us pondering the whimsical ways
in which the sporting triumphs and tribulations of
England's national team may echo through the halls
of North Dakota's educational institutions. It's as if
the echoes of cheer and groans from the football
stadium traverse the oceans, adding a kick of
inspiration to the devoted educators in the least
populated state of the USA.

It's a grand spectacle to imagine teachers in North
Dakota weaving the spirit of football into their
pedagogical maneuvers, perhaps infusing their
lessons with the fervor and determination seen on
the football field. Maybe they punctuate historical
lessons with "goaaaaals!" or deploy mathematical
problems involving the number of corner kicks in a
match to engage their students. The potential for
football-themed educational exploits is as vast and
entertaining as a halftime show at a championship
match.

Our study not only highlights the unexpected
interplay between sports and education but also
invites contemplation about the delightful ironies
and connections that underpin our world. The
statistical dance between the English football team's
international match count and the cadre of educators
in North Dakota paints a vibrant picture of
interconnectedness and inspiration, akin to
discovering that a football can indeed be mightier
than the proverbial pen.

With our research reaching its conclusion, we assert
that no further investigations are needed in this area.
This riveting exploration into the curious kinship

between football fervor and educational dedication
has, in its own way, scored a triumphant research
goal — leaving us in awe of the whimsical ways in
which unexpected correlations can spark a tapestry
of spirited connections.

So, let us raise our statistical glasses to this
unanticipated nexus between the soccer ball and the
school bell, at once celebrating the resilience of
human curiosity and the playful linkages that
embellish the grand narrative of our scholarly
pursuits.
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