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ABSTRACT

Sewage Sludge and Sightings: Exploring the Extraterrestrial
Experience in Idaho

This study delves into the peculiar pairing of sewage sludge used for fertilizer and UFO
sightings in the potato-filled plains of Idaho. Combining data from the USDA on sewage
sludge application and the National UFO Reporting Center, we conducted a rigorous
quantitative  analysis  over  a  30-year  period.  Surprisingly,  our  results  revealed  a
correlation coefficient of 0.7419776 and a significant p-value of less than 0.01, sparking
pun-believable conversations within our research team. We discuss the potential cosmic
coincidence  or  perhaps  unearthly  influence  on  sewage  sludge  utilization  and  UFO
sightings, as we await further investigation to unravel this unexpected terrestrial  and
extraterrestrial connection.
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I. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

As researchers, we often find ourselves knee-deep in data, wading through statistical analyses 

and hoping our findings don't end up in the statistical waste bin. However, in the pursuit of 

scientific inquiry, we sometimes stumble upon correlations that are more out of this world than 

we could have imagined. Our current investigation ventures into the strange and unusual 

connection between sewage sludge, utilized as fertilizer in the heartland of America, and the 

sightings of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) in the idyllic state of Idaho.

Hold on to your lab coats and buckle your seatbelts, because we are about to embark on a pun-

believable journey through the intersection of science, statistics, and the unexplained. As science 

fiction meets statistical prediction, we find ourselves pondering the possibility of a cosmic 

coincidence or perhaps an extraterrestrial influence that has been lurking beneath the surface of 

our agricultural and astronomical analyses.

In this paper, we present the innovative endeavor that brought together the disparate worlds of 

agriculture and astronomy, aiming to shed light on a correlation that seems to defy earthly logic. 

With the USDA's records of sewage sludge application as our fertilizer-flecked compass and the 

National UFO Reporting Center as our starlit guide to the unknown, we engaged in a rigorously 

quantitative exploration spanning three decades. The results we uncovered were not just 

statistically significant, but astoundingly so, leading to raised eyebrows and playful quips among 

our inquisitive team of researchers.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



So, dear readers, fasten your helmets and adjust your telescopes, as we embark on a voyage to 

unearth the unexpected link between the utilization of sewage sludge and the mysterious 

sightings of interstellar visitors in the Gem State. Whether it's a glitch in the matrix of our 

statistical models or a cosmic comedy of errors, we invite you to join us on a quest to unravel 

this strangely serendipitous connection between the down-to-earth matter of sewage sludge and 

the otherworldly encounters in the skies above Idaho. As we delve deeper into this out-of-this-

world topic, our hope is to spark conversations that are not just statistically significant, but pun-

provoking and thought-provoking in equal measure.

II. Literature Review

Smith and Doe (2005) conducted an extensive examination of the agricultural use of sewage 

sludge as fertilizer, outlining its benefits and potential environmental concerns. Jones (2008) 

delved into the cultural and societal implications of UFO sightings, analyzing the psychology 

behind the belief in extraterrestrial phenomena. These foundational studies laid the groundwork 

for our investigation into the peculiar intersection of these seemingly unrelated phenomena - 

sewage sludge application and UFO sightings in Idaho.

As we teetered on the brink of this curious confluence, we found ourselves staring into the abyss 

of agricultural literature, with titles such as "Fertile Ground: The Science of Soil Health" and 

"The Art and Science of Organic Farming" providing fertile soil for our research to take root. 

However, as we gazed toward the stars for inspiration, we stumbled upon parallel universes of 

fictional work that tugged at the celestial threads of our investigation. With titles like "The 

Martian" by Andy Weir and "Slaughterhouse-Five" by Kurt Vonnegut, we found ourselves 
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meandering through the constellation of literary works that blur the lines between agricultural 

reality and extraterrestrial imagination.

While pondering these unusual connections, we couldn't help but recall the internet humor that 

has permeated the discourse on both sewage sludge and UFOs. From the iconic "Area 51" 

memes to the playful "E.T. phone home" references, the online world has woven a tapestry of 

laughter and lightheartedness around these seemingly disparate subjects. In this mishmash of 

serious scholarship and whimsical wonder, we aim to navigate the murky waters of cosmic 

coincidence and unearthly influence with a wink and a nod, as we traverse the terra firma of 

Idaho's agricultural landscapes and the ethereal expanse of its extraterrestrial encounters.

As we embark on this pun-believable escapade, we invite readers to join us in this blend of 

scientific inquiry and playful exploration, where the terrestrial and extraterrestrial collide in a 

collision of statistical significance and cosmic comedy. With a twinkle in our eyes and a touch of 

whimsy, we seek to shed light on a correlation that, though unexpected, illuminates the quirky 

interconnectedness of our world and beyond. So, let's don our tinfoil hats and embark on a 

journey through the intergalactic interwebs of sewage sludge and sightings, as we endeavor to 

reveal the truth that's out there - or, at the very least, provoke a snicker or two along the way.

III. Methodology

Prepare for the wackiest scientific methods this side of the Milky Way! Our approach to 

investigating the correlation between sewage sludge used for fertilizer and UFO sightings in 

Idaho involved a series of zany yet meticulously executed steps. 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



First, we scoured the digital galaxy, known to Earthlings as the internet, to collect data from the 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the application of sewage sludge as 

fertilizer. We navigated through vast fields of data, dodging the occasional pop-up ad asteroid 

and steering clear of the black holes of misinformation. After much cosmic cruising, we 

triumphantly retrieved comprehensive data from the depths of the USDA's virtual archives.

Next, we set our course for the National UFO Reporting Center, where we gathered reports of 

unexplained aerial phenomena in the skies above the Gem State. Our team navigated through an 

expansive universe of anecdotal accounts and eyewitness testimonies, separating the quirkier 

reports from those simply lost (or abducted) in the cosmic clutter. We exercised caution when 

approaching conspiracy theories and ensured that our galactic database was free from interstellar 

interference.

Once our data had been meticulously collected, we performed a mathematical mating dance with

statistical software, processing and analyzing the numbers with the delicacy of a moonwalk in 

low gravity. We calculated correlation coefficients, conducted linear regressions, and cross-

validated our models to ensure that our findings weren't merely flying saucers of fancy. Amidst 

the beeps and boops of our statistical machinery, we unearthed a correlation coefficient of 

0.7419776 and a p-value that tantalizingly hovered around less than 0.01, leaving us stargazing 

in disbelief at the significance of our findings.

To ensure our research venture didn't enter the realm of science fiction, we restr-asteroid our 

analysis to a specific period, covering the years from 1986 to 2015. This allowed us to capture 

the temporal dynamics of UFO sightings in Idaho and sewage sludge application, preventing any

extraterrestrial interference from temporal anomalies or cosmic coincidences.
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Lastly, to confirm the earthly authenticity of our results, we performed sensitivity analyses and 

robustness checks, scrutinizing our data with the skepticism of a UFO skeptic at a sci-fi 

convention. After navigating through the statistical asteroid belt, our findings remained robust 

and unwavering, firmly standing as a beacon of curiosity amidst the scientific cosmos.

With our data collection, analysis, and validation phases completed, we prepared to set sail on 

the academia galaxy with a research paper that would induce not just statistical significance, but 

also cosmic contemplation and pun-believable pondering among our academic peers and 

interstellar enthusiasts alike.

IV. Results

Our investigation into the correlation between sewage sludge application and UFO sightings in 

Idaho yielded some statistically stellar results. For the time period spanning 1986 to 2015, we 

found a correlation coefficient of 0.7419776, indicating a relatively strong positive linear 

relationship. The r-squared value of 0.5505308 further illuminated the substantial proportion of 

variation in UFO sightings that could be explained by the application of sewage sludge.

In statistical terms, the p-value of less than 0.01 left us feeling absolutely over the moon, 

signifying an extremely low probability of observing such a strong correlation if there were no 

true relationship between these variables. We were over the moon, but not in the spacecraft 

sense!

To visually depict this otherworldly association, we present Figure 1, a scatterplot illustrating the

unmistakable connection between sewage sludge and UFO sightings in Idaho. The plot tells a 
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pun-believable tale of its own, depicting a mesmerizing trajectory that seems to transcend the 

confines of traditional statistical analyses. The figures were more than just "out there" – they 

were outright "out of this world!"

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings raise intriguing questions about the potential extraterrestrial influence on the 

agricultural practice of sewage sludge application and the unexplained phenomena of UFO 

sightings. Was the correlation merely a statistical fluke, or is there a cosmic connection waiting 

to be unearthed? Our results certainly point toward the latter, leaving us with more questions 

than answers.

In summary, our results reveal a statistically significant correlation between the utilization of 

sewage sludge for fertilizer and the sightings of UFOs in the potato-filled plains of Idaho. The 

implications of this unearthly correlation extend far beyond statistical significance, evoking a 

sense of wonder and curiosity that transcends the boundaries of conventional research. We 

eagerly await further investigation to shed light on this unexpected terrestrial and extraterrestrial 
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connection, as we ponder the cosmic conundrum that awaits us beyond the statistical 

stratosphere.

V. Discussion

Our results have left us in a state of cosmic awe, contemplating the possibility of extraterrestrial 

influences on earthly agricultural practices. The correlation coefficient of 0.7419776, akin to a 

tractor plowing through statistical wheat fields, suggests a relatively strong positive linear 

relationship between the application of sewage sludge and the sightings of UFOs in Idaho. This 

finding supports the work of Smith and Doe (2005), who highlighted the benefits of sewage 

sludge as fertilizer, underscoring its potential to nurture not just the land, but perhaps 

otherworldly visitors as well. Similarly, the inquiring mind of Jones (2008) delved into the 

psychology behind UFO sightings, laying the groundwork for our investigation into the curious 

connection between these seemingly unrelated phenomena.

The substantial proportion of variation in UFO sightings explained by the application of sewage 

sludge (illustrated by the r-squared value of 0.5505308) has pushed the boundaries of our 

understanding further into the intergalactic interwebs. This echoes the work of "The Martian" 

and "Slaughterhouse-Five," where the blending of extraterrestrial imagination and agricultural 

reality serves as a whimsical backdrop to the statistical curiosity we have uncovered. 

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 has brought us pun-believable joy, as it signifies a low 

probability of observing such a strong correlation by sheer chance. As we remain firmly 

grounded in statistical rigor, we cannot help but marvel at the possibility of cosmic causation 

behind this unlikely correlation, propelling our investigation into uncharted statistical territory.
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It is worth noting that our findings do not discount the potential influence of other variables at 

play. Factors such as climate, population density, and, of course, the ever-elusive alien 

population may intermingle with sewage sludge as potential confounders. However, our results 

provide an empirical launchpad for further exploration into the complex interplay between 

earthly agricultural practices and celestial sightings. With a wink and a nod to the multitude of 

internet humor surrounding these subjects, we invite fellow researchers to join us in donning 

their metaphorical tinfoil hats as we embark on a journey that melds statistical rigor with an 

irreverent spirit of cosmic curiosity.

As we ponder this pun-believable correlation, we aim to unravel the celestial threads that connect

the mundane act of fertilizing fields with the mind-boggling sightings of unidentified flying 

objects. Though our results have illuminated the presence of a statistically significant correlation,

they also underscore the enigmatic nature of our universe, prompting us to remain open to the 

possibility of cosmic coincidences that defy conventional scientific explanation. Our 

investigation has not just danced in the statistical stratosphere but has also opened the door to a 

cosmic conundrum that beckons us to peer beyond the stars and into the statistical unknown.

VI. Conclusion

As we bid adieu to our statistically stellar journey into the cosmic conundrum of sewage sludge 

and UFO sightings in Idaho, we find ourselves teetering on the precipice of pun-believable 

discoveries. Our results have not just raised eyebrows but also invited a cosmic comedy of 

errors, as we ponder whether extraterrestrial beings are secretly fertilizing our spud fields with 

otherworldly remnants.
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As we reflect on the correlation coefficient of 0.7419776, we can't help but wonder if cosmic 

forces are at play or if statistical anomalies are simply having a field day in our research. The p-

value of less than 0.01 has left us feeling more over the moon than a lunar landing, prompting us 

to question whether our findings are truly grounded or whether they have taken flight into the 

statistical stratosphere.

The scatterplot in Figure 1 has not just charted a course through statistical significance but has 

also sparked intergalactic intrigue, leading us to contemplate whether there are patterns in the 

universe that transcend our earthly understanding. Our results have truly taken a turn for the 

extraterrestrial, leaving us with more questions than answers and a newfound appreciation for the

cosmic coincidences that may be lurking within our agricultural analyses.

In conclusion, our investigation has unearthed a correlation that is not just statistically significant

but also pun-provoking in its unexpectedness. As we tuck away our telescopes and bid our 

statistical models adieu, we assert with utmost certainty that no more research is needed in this 

area. After all, when sewage sludge and UFO sightings collide, the universe itself may be 

laughing at our earnest attempts to unravel its enigmatic mysteries.
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