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Abstract

This research delves into the unchartered territory of astrology, astronomy, and automotive engineering 
by exploring the perplexing relationship between the distance separating Uranus and Mercury and the 
frequency of automotive recalls issued by Nissan North America. Leveraging data from Astropy and the 
US Department of Transportation, we conducted a thorough analysis covering the years 1975 to 2022. 
Shockingly, our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.7153190 and a statistically significant p-
value of less than 0.01, suggesting a compelling association between the celestial bodies and vehicular 
malfunctions. While the possibility of cosmic interference with Nissan's vehicle production may seem far-
fetched, our results cannot be easily dismissed. This study not only challenges conventional wisdom but 
also illuminates the interconnectedness of the cosmos and the automotive industry.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Scientific Advancement.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

       It  is  widely  acknowledged  that
automotive recalls can put a company in a
tight spot, but could there be celestial forces
at play behind these unfortunate events? In
this  groundbreaking  study,  we explore  the
enigmatic correlation between interplanetary
distances  and  the  issuance  of  automotive
recalls by Nissan North America. As much
as we wish we could simply attribute these
recalls  to  the  age-old  excuse  of  "Mercury

retrograde,"  our  quest  for  answers  delves
deeper into the cosmic abyss.

      The  relationship  between  planetary
configurations and earthly occurrences has
captured the imagination of  both astrology
enthusiasts  and  skeptics  alike.  While  the
idea  that  the  alignment  of  planets  can
influence  human  affairs  has  often  been
dismissed as whimsical pseudoscience, we
are  duty-bound  to  give  the  cosmos  a  fair
hearing - or at least a pit stop - in our quest
for understanding.
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      To approach this cosmic conundrum, we
have employed rigorous statistical methods
and relied on the expertise of astronomers,
astrologers, and automotive engineers. Our
data collection endeavors took us to the far
reaches of the Solar System, metaphorically
speaking,  as we downloaded astronomical
records  and  recall  data  from  reputable
sources  with  the  same  zeal  as  a  lunar
landing  enthusiast  scrambles  to  collect
moon rocks.

      With a wink to the stars and a nod to the
gearheads,  our  study  aims  to  rattle  the
status quo and ignite further inquiry into the
celestial  orchestration  of  terrestrial  events.
As we embark on this cosmic odyssey, we
take  the  wheel  not  only  to  unravel  the
mysteries of the universe but also to shed
light  on  the  cosmic  connections  of  the
automotive industry. Fasten your seatbelts,
for we are about to embark on a study that
straddles  the  realms  of  the  heavenly  and
the mechanical.

2. Literature Review

In  their  seminal  work,  Smith  et  al.  (2017)
investigate  the  links  between  planetary
positions and terrestrial events, providing a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  potential
impact of outer space on activities here on
Earth.  Similarly,  Doe  and  Jones  (2014)
delve into the intersection of celestial bodies
and  automotive  mechanisms,  offering
provocative  insights  into  the  potential
implications  of  cosmic  forces  on  vehicular
operations.

Moving from academic studies to practical
observations,  "The  Universe  and  You:  A
Guide  to  Celestial  Influences"  by  Carl
Sagan and "Astrology for Dummies" by Rae
Orion shed light on the intricate relationship
between  planetary  alignments  and  human
experiences,  albeit  without  specific
reference  to  automotive  recalls.  On  the
fictional front, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy" by Douglas Adams and "Star Wars:

Heir to the Empire" by Timothy Zahn may
not  provide  scientific  evidence,  but  they
certainly  stir  the  imagination  with  their
depictions of cosmic phenomena and their
potential  influence  on  technological
systems.

Venturing  further  down  this  cosmic  rabbit
hole, one cannot ignore the unorthodox yet
surprisingly  informative  insights  gleaned
from a thorough perusal of the ingredients
listed  on  the  back  of  various  shampoo
bottles.  While  the  correlation  between
Neptune's orbit and the formulation of hair
care products remains elusive, the quest for
cosmic  connections  does  lead  one  to
unexpected places, perhaps even to shinier,
more manageable cosmic locks.

The literature thus suggests that while the
intersection  of  celestial  conundrums  and
automotive mishaps may seem whimsical at
first  glance,  delving into the cosmic abyss
may unearth  unexpected correlations  and,
dare  we  say,  cosmic  causations.  As  we
navigate the celestial terrain to explore the
uncanny bond between planetary positions
and  automotive  recalls,  it  becomes  clear
that the answers may lie in the stars, or at
the  very  least,  the  most  unexpected  of
places.

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

      To unravel the celestial and automotive
enigma, we embarked on a virtual journey
spanning the vast expanse of the internet,
leveraging data  from Astropy,  the  celestial
go-to  source,  and  the  US  Department  of
Transportation,  the highway of  recall  data.
We  meticulously  gathered  information  on
the  distance  separating  Uranus  and
Mercury,  with  fueled  aspirations  of
encountering cosmic secrets hidden in the
swirling  nebulae  of  celestial  coordinates.
Meanwhile,  we  also  ingeniously  plumbed
the  depths  of  recall  records  issued  by
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Nissan North  America,  akin to astrological
spelunkers  excavating  the  underground
caves of vehicular discrepancies.

Statistical Analysis:

      Employing  a  beguilingly  convoluted
statistical  approach,  we  subjected  the
collected  data  to  rigorous  analyses,
resembling  the  intricate  dance  of  celestial
bodies  in  their  cosmic  routines.  With
unyielding  dedication,  we  performed
complex  computations  that  could  make
even  the  most  seasoned  mathematician
spin like a planet on its axis. Our analytical
arsenal  included  correlations,  regressions,
and p-values,  allowing us to peer  through
the telescopic lens of statistical significance
and  unearth  the  compelling  relation
between planetary positions and automotive
dispositions.

Expert Consultation:

      Recognizing  the  need  for
interdisciplinary  collaboration  that  would
make the brightest star clusters jealous, we
sought  counsel  from  esteemed
astronomers,  astrologers,  and  automotive
engineers. Their expertise infused our study
with a celestial savoir-faire, as we navigated
the cosmic crossroads with a serendipitous
blend  of  astronomical  reverie  and
automotive  acumen.  This  interstellar
ensemble guided us through the labyrinth of
celestial  alignments  and  vehicular
malfunctions,  providing  illumination  in  the
nebulous stillness of the cosmic garage.

Validation and Limitations:

      It  is  imperative  to  acknowledge  the
limitations  of  our  study,  akin  to  the
gravitational  pull  that  tethered  our
exploration  of  Saturn's  rings.  While  our
methodology  exhibits  celestial  flair  and
automotive  finesse,  it  is  not  devoid  of
limitations, including the potential influence
of unidentified cosmic variables and earthly
confounders.  Furthermore,  the
representativeness  of  our  findings  is

confined  within  the  specific  context  of
Nissan North America's automotive recalls,
rendering  caution  in  extending  our
conclusions  to  other  automotive
constellations.

Conclusion:

      With our methodology orbiting at the
intersection  of  astronomy,  astrology,  and
automotive engineering, we endeavored to
illuminate  the  cosmic  choreography
underlying  the  issuance  of  automotive
recalls  by  Nissan  North  America.  Through
our  multi-pronged  approach,  we  have
endeavored  to  decipher  the  interplanetary
puzzle,  shedding  light  on  the  celestial
influences  that  may,  against  all  odds,
intertwine with the mechanical maladies of
vehicular dysfunction. As we buckle up for a
cosmic crusade against  the mundane,  our
data-driven odyssey endeavors to not only
inspire  curiosity  but  also  propel
interdisciplinary  dialogue  between  the
celestial  and  the  automotive,  bridging  the
gap  between  worlds  separated  by  light-
years and highways.

4. Results

The analysis of the data from 1975 to 2022
revealed  a  surprisingly  robust  correlation
between  the  distance  separating  Uranus
and Mercury and the number of automotive
recalls issued by Nissan North America. The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7153190
indicates  a  strong  positive  relationship,
suggesting  that  as  the  distance  between
these  celestial  bodies  fluctuates,  so  does
the  frequency  of  automotive  recalls.  This
finding is not merely a fluke in the data, as
the r-squared value of 0.5116812 indicates
that  more  than  half  of  the  variation  in
automotive  recalls  can  be  explained  by
changes  in  Uranus-Mercury  distance.  In
statistical terms, this relationship is akin to
finding a wrench in the cosmic machinery.
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Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
provides  compelling  evidence  that  this
correlation is not due to random chance but
is a result of a cosmic dance that may be
impacting  Nissan's  automotive  production.
The  statistical  significance  of  this  finding
cannot  be  ignored,  much  like  a  flashing
dashboard  warning  light  demanding
immediate attention.

Fig. 1 illustrates the scatterplot depicting the
striking  correlation  between  the  distance
separating  Uranus  and  Mercury  and  the
number  of  automotive  recalls.  The  plot
unequivocally  demonstrates  the  trend  that
as  the  celestial  distance  changes,  the
frequency of recalls follows suit, resembling
a cosmic game of celestial red light, green
light.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These  results  challenge  conventional
understanding  and  demand  a  shift  in
perspective  regarding  the  influence  of
astronomical phenomena on earthly affairs.
This  study  not  only  sheds  light  on  the
cosmic  connections  of  the  automotive
industry but also prompts us to consider the
possibility  of  planetary  alignments  causing
terrestrial  troubles.  With  this  unexpected
correlation, it seems that when it comes to
automotive performance, the stars may play
a  more  influential  role  than  previously
imagined.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  provide
compelling  evidence  of  a  surprising
connection  between  interplanetary
distances and automotive recalls issued by
Nissan  North  America.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.7153190 not only reinforces
the previous research by Smith et al. (2017)
and  Doe  and  Jones  (2014)  on  celestial
influences  on  terrestrial  events  but  also
adds a quirky twist to the growing body of
literature on cosmic causations. It  appears
that  the  laughter  and  eyebrow-raising
glances  garnered  from  the  simplistic
interpretation  of  astrological  predictions  in
"Astrology for Dummies" by Rae Orion may
warrant a second look.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  further
solidifies  the  notion  that  celestial  bodies
may be playing a role in the production of
Nissan  vehicles.  This  unexpected
correlation  challenges  not  only  the
traditional  boundaries  of  scientific  inquiry
but also raises the question of whether the
"gut-feel"  moments  described  in  "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by
Douglas  Adams  may  have  a  cosmic
underpinning after all.

Additionally,  the  unconventional  insight
derived  from the  ingredients  listed  on  the
back  of  shampoo  bottles  may  have
inadvertently  steered  us  toward  this
unexpected  intersection  of  planetary
positions and vehicular mishaps. While the
correlation between Neptune's orbit and hair
care products remains elusive, it seems that
celestial bodies may indeed have a tangible
impact  on  the  machinery  of  automotive
engineering.

The  robustness  of  the  correlation,  as
indicated  by  the  high  r-squared  value,
suggests that more than half of the variation
in  automotive  recalls  can  be  attributed  to
changes  in  the  distance  between  Uranus
and Mercury. This relationship can aptly be
likened  to  the  immeasurable  impact  of  a
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wrench  in  the  cosmic  machinery,  an
observation  that  seems  to  align  with  the
unexpected  correlations  unearthed  during
the course of this research.

In  conclusion,  the  unexpected  and
unconventional  findings of  this  study have
opened  up  a  new realm of  inquiry  at  the
intersection  of  astronomy  and  automotive
engineering. It appears that delving into the
celestial  abyss  may  indeed  reveal
unexpected correlations, and possibly even
causations,  begging  the  question:  are
cosmic  forces  secretly  tinkering  with  the
nuts and bolts of earthly technology? As we
navigate  these  uncharted  cosmic  waters,
we are compelled to consider the intriguing
possibility  that  when it  comes to vehicular
malfunctions, the stars may actually have a
say in the matter.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  cosmic  odyssey
has  led  us  to  the  discovery  of  a  striking
relationship  between  the  distance
separating  Uranus  and  Mercury  and  the
frequency  of  automotive  recalls  issued  by
Nissan  North  America.  Our  findings  have
not only raised eyebrows but also sparked
contemplation about the potential influence
of  celestial  bodies  on  earthly  mechanical
malfunctions.  Much  like  the  alignment  of
planets  affecting  individuals'  daily  lives
based on astrological beliefs, it appears that
the positioning of Uranus and Mercury may
somehow  impact  the  automotive  realm,
proving that the universe has a penchant for
throwing a cosmic spanner in the works.

While  some may  view our  findings
with  skepticism,  akin  to  a  dissenter  in  a
crowd of zealous stargazers, the statistical
significance  of  our  results  cannot  be
overlooked. It's almost as if the stars have
aligned to draw our attention to this curious
correlation,  nudging  us  to  consider  the
cosmic  connections  between  the  celestial
and  the  terrestrial.  Perhaps  it's  time  for

automotive  engineers  to  moonlight  as
astronomers,  or  vice  versa,  in  a  bid  to
uncover  the  celestial  mysteries  behind
vehicular  mishaps.  After  all,  who  knows
when  an  understanding  of  celestial
mechanics  may  come  in  handy  amidst
terrestrial malfunctions?

With this revelation, we are inclined
to  assert  that  no  further  research  in  this
peculiar  intersection  of  interplanetary
distances  and  automotive  recalls  is
necessary. We've reached the celestial cul-
de-sac  in  this  research  journey,  and  any
further exploration may only lead us to the
outer  limits  of  academic  inquiry.  It  seems
that  the  cosmos  has  served  us  a  cosmic
automotive  connection  that  requires  no
additional tuning, for now, at least. We hope
this  study not  only  fuels  curiosity  but  also
brings  a  dash  of  cosmic  humor  to  the
otherwise  terrestrial  world  of  academic
research.
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