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Abstract

Fellow academics and pun aficionados, get ready to be tickled as we delve into the improbable 
connection between xkcd comics about politics and the number of animal control workers in the quaint 
state of New Jersey. Employing a blend of humor, AI analysis, and statistical wizardry, our research team 
embarked on an empirical quest to investigate this peculiar nexus and unleash the unexpected 
correlations lurking in the realm of data. In our analysis, which spans the years 2007 to 2022, we 
discerned a correlation coefficient of 0.7490991, with a p-value less than 0.01, presenting a compelling 
case for the impact of xkcd political comics on the labor force of animal control in the Garden State. As 
the saying goes, every dog has its day, and our findings reveal an intriguing intertwining of political satire 
and the diligent individuals ensuring the harmony of human-animal coexistence. As we navigate this 
curious conundrum, it's no coincidence that our endeavor unravels unexpected synergies and yields 
empirical evidence infused with some comedic relief. After all, who knew that the whimsical world of 
webcomics could have palpable implications for the workforce of our furry friends' custodians? This 
research delivers a blend of academic rigor and a whimsical spirit, presenting findings that are bound to 
provoke a chuckle or two in scholarly circles. In conclusion, while our study may draw some raised 
eyebrows, it offers a lighthearted reminder that even in the realm of data analysis, there's always room for
a playful twist. So, as we bid adieu to this remarkable journey, let us ponder the words of humorist Mark 
Twain: "The human race has only one really effective weapon, and that is laughter." And perhaps, the 
same goes for statistical analysis laced with a touch of whimsy.
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1. Introduction

Picture  this:  a  world  where  political  satire
merges  with  the  unassuming  realm  of
animal  control  employment  trends.  Our
research  ventures  into  the  uncharted
territory  of  exploring  the unexpected bond
between  xkcd  comics  and  the  number  of
animal  control  workers  bustling  in  the
charming abode of New Jersey.

It's no secret that humor and data analysis
rarely  collide,  but  in  this  instance,  they
undeniably  do.  Delving  into  the  annals  of
numerical investigation, we found ourselves
deep  in  the  numbers,  striving  to  uncover
correlations that  may seem as improbable
as finding a cat who loves water.  Speaking
of improbable, why don't programmers like
nature? It has too many bugs!

Our  journey  begins  with  a  whimsical  yet
enigmatic  pursuit,  where  the  beloved
webcomics of xkcd serve as the harbinger
of  potential  influence  on  the  labor  force
dedicated  to  the  orderly  cohabitation  of
humans and our furry companions.  As we
weave through the labyrinth of data points,
there's a compelling urge to inject a dash of
levity into our scholarly discourse. After all,
what's the use of statistical analysis without
a bit  of  statistical  comedy? I  told my wife
she  should  embrace  her  mistakes.  She
gave me a hug.

As  our  study  unfolds,  we  invite  our
esteemed  colleagues  to  join  us  on  this
delightful expedition, where we marinate our
findings  in  a  delightful  blend  of  empirical
rigor  and  a  flavor  of  unexpected
amusement.  Akin  to  a  captivating  sitcom,
our research refuses to abide by the norms
of mundane scholarly investigation, infusing
a touch of  playfulness that's  as refreshing
as  a  well-timed  knock-knock  joke.  Knock-
knock.  Who's  there? Animal.  Animal  who?
Animal control  worker,  answering your call
of distress.

In  the  spirit  of  merriment  and  meticulous
inquiry,  we  invite  you  to  embark  on  this

journey with us, as we untangle the web of
correlations that bring together the world of
webcomics  and  the  diligent  custodians  of
New  Jersey's  animal  kingdom.  So  fasten
your  seatbelts,  fellow  researchers,  for  we
assure you that this academic ride is sure to
be  a  delightfully  unexpected  one.  And
remember, in the world of data exploration,
even the most serious analyses can benefit
from a touch of humor.

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Doe,  in  "The  Impact  of
Webcomics  on  Socioeconomic  Behavior,"
analyze  the  potential  influence  of
webcomics  on  various  aspects  of  modern
society.  While their study primarily focuses
on  the  impact  of  webcomics  in  a  broader
context, it raises intriguing questions about
the  potential  effects  of  politically  themed
webcomics on specific employment sectors.
As  we  delve  into  our  exploration  of  the
intersection  between  xkcd  comics  and
animal control employment in New Jersey,
we unlock a Pandora's box of unexpected
correlations that may leave readers howling
with  laughter.  Why  did  the  chicken  join  a
comedy troupe? Because it wanted to crack
yolks!

Jones et al. offer a different perspective in
"Quantitative  Analysis  of  Internet  Humor
and  Its  Socioeconomic  Ramifications,"
positing  that  online  satire  and  humor  can
exert subtle but tangible effects on societal
structures.  While  their  research  does  not
directly touch on the labor market of animal
control workers, it  lays the groundwork for
understanding the potential impact of web-
based satire on professional domains. Our
investigation  weaves  through  the  maze of
data  with  a  curiosity  that  rivals  a  cat's
pursuit  of  a laser pointer,  and we uncover
unexpected  patterns  that  may  elicit  a
chuckle  or  two.  Did  you  hear  the  rumor
about butter? Well, I'm not going to spread
it!
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In  the realm of  non-fiction,  works such as
"Fur,  Feathers,  and  Politics"  by  Animal
Rights  Activist  and  "The  Paw-litical
Economy of New Jersey" by Local Historian
shed  light  on  the  historical  and  social
dimensions  of  human-animal  relationships
and the governance structures that oversee
them.  While  these  texts  do  not  directly
engage with the influence of webcomics on
labor dynamics, they provide crucial context
for understanding the poignant link between
political  discourse and the guardianship of
New Jersey's animal population. Our inquiry
navigates this landscape with the finesse of
a squirrel traversing power lines, poised to
unearth correlations that may elicit a smile
or,  perhaps,  a  hearty  guffaw.  Why  don't
dogs  make  good  dancers?  Because  they
have two left feet!

Turning  to  the  realm  of  fiction,  works  like
"Animal Farm" by George Orwell and "The
Wind in the Willows" by Kenneth Grahame
offer allegorical and whimsical portrayals of
animals  and  their  interactions  with  human
society.  While these literary creations may
seem  worlds  apart  from  the  influence  of
webcomics on labor trends, they inspire our
exploration  with  the  reminder  that  the
unexpected  can  often  take  center  stage.
Our research, much like a cat burglar in the
night,  stealthily  enters  into  the  obscure
corridors  of  correlation,  ready  to  surprise
and entertain. What do you call a bear with
no teeth? A gummy bear!

As  our  journey  unfolds,  we  must
acknowledge  that  our  review  of  literature
extends  beyond  conventional  sources,  as
we  also  drew  inspiration  from
unconventional  realms.  In  the pursuit  of  a
comprehensive understanding, we admit to
consulting  the  backs  of  shampoo  bottles,
where we surprisingly  found a  plethora  of
puns  and  lighthearted quips.  Despite  their
unconventional  nature,  these  sources
underscore  the  undeniable  presence  of
humor in the most unexpected of places. In
the  spirit  of  good-natured  inquiry,  we
embrace  the  whimsy  that  flavors  our

research,  recognizing  that  even  the  most
serious  of  endeavors  benefits  from  the
occasional  splash  of  levity.  After  all,  who
says  statistical  analyses  can't  inspire  a
giggle or a groan every now and then?

3. Our approach & methods

In  pursuit  of  unraveling  the  inexplicable
interplay between xkcd political comics and
the employment landscape of animal control
in  New Jersey,  our intrepid research team
embarked on a multifaceted and, dare I say,
pun-believably  quirky  methodology.  As  we
began our investigation,  we first  employed
the latest  in  AI-assisted comic  analysis  to
identify  xkcd  comics  explicitly  related  to
political  themes.  Our  crack  team  of  AI
systems  combed  through  an  extensive
collection of xkcd archives, surfing through
web panels like data detectives in search of
the humor-laden nuggets that touched upon
the political spectrum.

Once  we  curated  this  comedic  corpus,  it
was  time  for  the  data  to  summon  some
more "pawsitivities."  We couldn't  resist  the
temptation to engage in a bit  of  statistical
wizardry,  and  so  we  applied  a  series  of
rigorous  regression  analyses  to  correlate
the publication dates of  the selected xkcd
political  comics with the number of animal
control  workers  employed  in  the  majestic
Garden  State  of  New  Jersey.  Navigating
through the labyrinth of data points and p-
values  felt  a  bit  like  herding  cats,  but  we
persevered  in  our  pursuit  of  statistical
harmony.

Furthermore,  we  augmented  our  analysis
with  insights  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics, leveraging their treasure trove of
employment data spanning the years 2007
to 2022. A tale of two data sources, if  you
will, where comic whimsy met the sobering
reality  of  labor  force statistics.  An unlikely
duo, akin to a fusion of a jestful jester and a
serious statistician, brought together by the
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serendipitous  dance  of  information
collection.

In addition, to ensure the robustness of our
analyses,  we  implemented  time-series
models  to  account  for  any  potential
temporal  dynamics  that  may influence  the
relationship  between  xkcd  political  comics
and  the  ebb  and  flow  of  animal  control
employment in the expanse of New Jersey.
This  undertaking  was  as  complex  as
teaching  a  cat  to  tap  dance,  but  we
remained  undeterred  as  we  attempted  to
unveil the elusive kinetics that underpin this
unconventional nexus.

Lastly,  as  we  ventured  further  into  the
statistical  jungle,  we  couldn't  resist  the
temptation to incorporate sentiment analysis
to  gauge  the  comedic  tenor  of  the  xkcd
political comics. After all, what's the use of
studying  humor  without  delving  into  its
whimsical  nuances?  It  was  a  bit  like
deciphering  the  punchlines  of  a
sophisticated  joke,  but  our  foray  into
sentiment analysis added a touch of mirthful
introspection to our empirical arsenal.

In  conclusion,  our  methodology  traversed
the realms of AI, statistics, labor data, and
sentiment  analysis,  reminiscent  of  an
academic  carnival  where numbers  danced
with  humor,  and  correlations  mingled  with
merriment.  It  was  a  journey  where  the
unexpected met  the  empirical,  akin  to the
whimsical fusion of an xkcd comic and an
animal control quip. Such is the essence of
scholarly  exploration  -  where
methodological rigor meets a sprinkle of wit,
paving the way for discoveries that are as
academically  enlightening  as  they  are
delightfully entertaining.

4. Results

The  empirical  analysis  of  xkcd  comics
depicting  political  subject  matter  and  the
employment  trends  of  animal  control
workers  in  New  Jersey  has  yielded

intriguing  results.  Over  the  15-year  period
from 2007 to 2022, our research unveiled a
strong positive correlation, with a correlation
coefficient  of  0.7490991 and an r-squared
value  of  0.5611494.  In  statistical  terms,  it
turns out  that  the idiosyncratic  musings of
xkcd's  political  satire  are  not  to  be  taken
lightly, especially when it comes to the labor
market  of  the  Garden  State.  This
unexpected  relationship  prompts  the
question: what do you get when you cross a
political  comic  with  a  New  Jersey  animal
control  worker?  A  statistically  significant
correlation! 

The significance level, with a p-value lower
than  0.01,  cements  the  statistical
robustness  of  our  findings,  establishing  a
compelling  case for  the impact  of  internet
humor  on  the  workforce  dedicated  to  the
welfare of our furry friends. As we paws to
contemplate  the  implications  of  these
results,  it's  no  stretch  to  say  that  the
influence  of  xkcd's  political  comics  on  the
employment  dynamics  of  animal  control
workers in New Jersey is nothing to wag our
tails at.

Furthermore, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) reveals
a visually striking relationship between the
xkcd  factor  and  the  number  of  animal
control  workers,  demonstrating  an
unmistakable  trend  that  would  make even
the most  ardent skeptic do a double take.
Much  like  a  well-crafted  punchline,  our
findings deliver a surprise twist in the often
somber  and  stoic  world  of  empirical
research. It's clear that within the realm of
data  analysis,  there's  always  room  for  a
touch of unexpected humor.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  research  unearths  a
compelling  nexus  between  the  whimsical
world  of  webcomics  and  the  real-world
impact  on  the  labor  force,  serving  as  a
refreshing  reminder  that  data  analysis,
much like life, can benefit from a sprinkle of
comedy. As we adjourn this lively excursion
into  the  peculiar  connections  of  statistical
investigation  and  humor,  let  us  remember
the  immortal  words  of  scholarly  wit:  "The
proof is in the pudding, but a good joke is
the icing on the cake."

5. Discussion

Our findings not only add a touch of levity to
the  often  serious  realm  of  statistical
analysis,  but they also lend support to the
previous  research  that  hinted  at  the
potential  influence  of  web-based  satire  on
societal  structures.  It  seems  that
webcomics, particularly those of a politically
themed  nature,  can  indeed  exert  an
unexpected  influence  on  specific
employment  sectors.  As  we  ponder  the
implications of our results, we should take a
moment  to  appreciate  the  quirky
interconnectedness of  seemingly  disparate
elements in our modern world; after all, who
would have guessed that the antics of stick-
figure comics could be intertwined with the
labor  market  trends  of  animal  control
workers in New Jersey? It appears that the
impact  is  not  only  tangible  but  downright
statistically significant. As our data paints a

compelling  picture  of  this  unlikely
relationship,  we  are  reminded  that
sometimes,  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.
Speaking of  truth,  did you hear  about  the
comedian who was boiling water for pasta?
He forgot  to  season  it  with  comedy,  so  it
turned out pretty dry!

Smith and Doe's analysis, which considered
the  potential  influence  of  webcomics  on
various  aspects  of  modern society,  seems
to  have  been  onto  something.  Our  study
supports  the  idea  that  politically  themed
webcomics may indeed have a noteworthy
impact on labor dynamics, as evidenced by
the  correlation  uncovered  in  our
investigation.  This  unexpected  correlation
may  leave  some  bewildered,  but  as  the
saying  goes,  truth  can  be  stranger  than
fiction,  especially  when  it  comes  with  a
generous  sprinkling  of  humor.  It  begs  the
question: what do you get when you cross a
politically  themed  webcomic  with  an
employment  sector  in  New  Jersey?
Apparently,  a  statistically  noteworthy
connection! 

Jones  et  al.'s  exploration  into  the
quantitative analysis of internet humor and
its  societal  ramifications  provides  further
context  for  our  findings.  While  their  work
does not directly address the labor market
of  animal  control  workers,  it  lays  a
foundation  for  understanding  the  potential
impact of web-based satire on professional
domains. Our investigation breezes through
the convoluted maze of  data, ferreting out
patterns that can elicit a chuckle or two. It's
clear that our statistically significant results
go beyond mere coincidence; rather, they all
point  to  a  fascinating  interplay  between
humor,  data,  and  societal  structures.
Speaking  of  societal  structures,  did  you
hear about  the collapse of  the comedian's
house  of  cards?  It  was  a  real  stand-up
disaster!

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  not  only
reinforces the potential impact of web-based
satire  on  specific  employment  sectors  but
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also serves as a lighthearted reminder that
statistical  analyses  can  offer  unexpected
twists  and  turns,  much  like  a  well-timed
punchline  in  a  comedy  routine.  As  we
navigate the intersection of humor and data,
it  becomes evident that statistical analysis,
much  like  a  good  joke,  has  the  power  to
surprise,  entertain,  and  perhaps  even
prompt a thoughtful chuckle. So, in the spirit
of  scholarly  inquiry  and  good-natured
banter,  we'll  leave  you  with  this  thought:
"Data analyses don't need to be dry—after
all, a good joke can set them apart from the
rest,  adding  a  touch  of  humor  to  the
numbers."

6. Conclusion

In the whimsical world of statistical analysis,
our research has shed light on a correlation
as  unexpected  as  a  cat  herding  sheep—
which  incidentally,  might  be  a  lucrative
business opportunity. Our investigation into
the influence of xkcd political comics on the
employment  trends  of  animal  control
workers  in  New  Jersey  has  not  just
uncovered  a  statistically  significant
relationship,  but  also  results  that  are  as
surprising as finding a platypus in a petting
zoo.

The palpable  impact  of  internet  humor on
the  labor  force  of  our  furry  companions
beckons the question:  what  do you call  a
correlation between a webcomic and animal
control  workers?  A  statistical  paw-sibility!
Our findings, packed with a robust p-value
and a correlation coefficient that could make
even  the  most  stoic  statistician  crack  a
smile,  affirm the gravity of  this improbable
connection.

In the spirit of academic rigor and a sprinkle
of irreverence, we bid adieu to this peculiar
exploration  and  assert,  with  absolute
certainty, that no further research is needed
in  this  area.  Because  in  the  realm  of

scholarly investigation, sometimes the most
unlikely  correlations  lead  to  the  most
invaluable insights—and a fair share of dad
jokes.

So,  as  we close this  chapter  of  statistical
hijinks,  let  us  embrace  the  words  of
academia with a twist of humor: "When life
gives you data, make statistical lemonade—
with a dash of humor, of course."

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


