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Abstract

This  curious  investigation  delves  into  the  intriguing
interplay  between  the  number  of  Associates  degrees
awarded  in  Theology  and  religious  vocations  and  the
season wins of the Minnesota Vikings. Embarking on this
unorthodox  adventure,  we  harnessed  data  from  the
National Center for Education Statistics and Pro-Football-
Reference.com  to  dissect  this  enchanting  enigma.
Surprisingly, our analysis unveiled a significantly striking
correlation  coefficient  of  0.6934807 and a  p-value  less
than 0.05 for the years spanning from 2011 to 2021. Our
findings  may  prompt  further  scrutiny  into  the  divine
connection  between  theological  education  and  the
gridiron  glory  of  the  Vikings,  ultimately  eliciting
bemusement and delight in the realms of both academia
and sports aficionados alike.

1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Unraveling the enigmatic entanglement between the
conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and the
triumphs of the Minnesota Vikings is a venture that
not only defies convention but also demands a touch
of  whimsy.  This  strange  and  delightful  dalliance
between  theological  education  and  football  glory
beckons  us  into  a  realm  where  statistical  analysis
and gridiron battles intersect,  revealing unexpected
connections and prompting wry smiles from both the
scholarly and sporting communities.

As  researchers,  we  are  no  strangers  to  the  often
peculiar paths that data may lead us down, and this
investigation  is  no  exception.  The  utilization  of
statistics in uncovering correlations, especially those
found in the most unexpected of pairings, calls for a
certain  measure  of  scientific  skepticism  and  an
ample  dose  of  humor.  Nevertheless,  guided  by  a
relentless  curiosity  and  a  propensity  for  the
delightfully  absurd,  we embarked on a  mission to
explore  the  nexus  between  the  pulpit  and  the
pigskin, the chapel and the championship.

Our  quest  brings  before  us  an  array  of  wonderful
tools to ply our trade – the eclectic mix of theology
databases and football statistics, the hallowed halls
of academia and the raucous stadiums of sport.  In
blending these seemingly incongruent elements, we
tread with caution but also with an eye for the ludic,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



embracing the inherent whimsy of our endeavor. As
we embark on this academic escapade, we invite you
to join us in a journey that is as much an ode to the
surreal as it is a demonstration of scientific rigor.

In the following pages, we will unravel the tale of
touchdowns  and theology,  of  passes  and parables,
and  of  wins  and  worship.  Our  foray  into  this
uncharted  territory  promises  not  only  to  reveal
statistical  significance  and  coherence  but  also  to
elicit chuckles, quizzical looks, and perhaps even a
few raised eyebrows.

So,  dear  reader,  fasten  your  seatbelts,  brace
yourselves  for  unexpected  twists,  and  prepare  to
witness  the  unveiling  of  a  connection  that  is  as
delightful as it is confounding. For in the realm of
academia, as in that of sports, the unexpected often
delights and perplexes in equal measure. Welcome to
the wonderful world of Touchdowns and Theology.

2. Literature Review

The peculiar intersection of theology and sports has
long been a source of intrigue for both academics
and sports enthusiasts alike. The correlation between
the conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and
the  performance  of  the  Minnesota  Vikings  on  the
football field has garnered attention from researchers
and  aficionados  seeking  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
connection. In "Smith et al.'s Analysis of Theology
Education  and Football  Success,"  the  authors  find
that  there  is  an  intriguing  relationship  between
religious  education  and  athletic  achievement,
sparking  further  curiosity  and  speculation  in  the
scholarly community.

Delving into the realm of non-fiction literature, "The
Theology of Football" by John Doe and "Gridiron
Gospel" by Josh Jones offer insightful perspectives
on  the  spiritual  dimensions  of  football  and  its
cultural significance in relation to religious themes.
These  works  shed  light  on  the  deep-rooted
intertwining of faith and football,  providing a rich
backdrop for  our  investigation  into  the  tantalizing
ties between theology education and the triumphs of
the gridiron.

Furthermore,  fictional  works  such  as  "The  Monk
Who Sold His Playbook" by Alexandre Dumas and
"Touchdowns in  the  Theology Aisle"  by Charlotte

Brontë present whimsical narratives that, while not
rooted  in  empirical  research,  captivate  the
imagination and beckon us to ponder the fantastical
fusion of theological pursuits and athletic endeavors
in a lighthearted manner.

Amidst  the  scholarly  explorations  and  literary
diversions,  popular  internet  memes  such  as  the
"Praying  for  a  Win"  and  "Touchdowns  for
Theology" offer a humorous lens through which to
view  the  quirky  amalgamation  of  theological
education  and  football  success.  These  internet
phenomena underscore  the  pervasive curiosity  and
humor that surround the unexpected correlations we
seek to unravel in this interdisciplinary investigation.

As  we  wade  through  the  often  whimsical  sea  of
academic inquiry, it becomes evident that the nexus
between theology education and the performance of
the  Minnesota  Vikings  on  the  field  engenders  a
blend  of  scholarly  scrutiny  and  lighthearted
bemusement.  This  fusion  of  the  rigorous  and  the
ridiculous  forms  the  backdrop  against  which  we
navigate  the  enchanting  enigma  presented  by
Touchdowns and Theology. With a nod to scholarly
tradition and a  hearty dose of  levity,  we pave the
way for a journey that promises not only statistical
revelation but also abundant amusement.

3. Methodology

METHODOLOGY

Our  methodology  for  unraveling  the  curious
correlation  between  the  conferral  of  Associates
degrees  in  Theology  and  the  season  wins  of  the
Minnesota  Vikings was as  eclectic  as  the  subjects
themselves.

Data Collection:

As any good researcher knows, a solid foundation is
key.  We scoured  the  vast  expanse  of  the  internet,
navigating  through  the  treacherous  terrains  of  the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics  and  the
dizzying  arrays  of  stats  on  Pro-Football-
Reference.com.  Our  search  was  not  without  its
perils;  navigating through the labyrinthine halls  of
cyberspace,  we confronted the many-headed hydra
of data anomalies and inconsistencies. Nevertheless,
armed  with  formidable  determination  and  a  good
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pair  of  reading  glasses,  we  emerged  victorious,
clutching the pertinent datasets close to our hearts.

Associates Degrees in Theology:

Our investigation led us down the hallowed halls of
theological  education,  where  we extracted  data  on
the conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and
religious  vocations.  The  labyrinth  of  theological
databases  was  challenging  to  navigate,  but  with  a
keen  eye  for  detail  and  an  unwavering  sense  of
purpose,  we  extracted  the  relevant  information
spanning  the  years  2011  to  2021.  As  to  the
theological implications of touchdowns and tackles,
our  colleagues  in  the  theology  department  were
intrigued, if a little perplexed.

Minnesota Vikings Season Wins:

With  Pro-Football-Reference.com  as  our  trusty
guide,  we  delved  into  the  gritty  world  of  football
statistics, meticulously recording the season wins of
the  Minnesota  Vikings  from  2011  to  2021.  The
dizzying array of touchdowns, tackles, and triumphs
provided  a  backdrop  of  excitement  to  our
exhilarating  exploration,  and  we  reveled  in  the
labyrinthine hall of football facts.

Statistical Analysis:

Dusting  off  our  trusty  calculators  and  reciting
incantations  of  significance,  we  ventured  into  the
realm of statistical analysis. Armed with an arsenal
of  mathematical  tools  and  statistical  software,  we
meticulously  calculated  the  correlation  coefficient
and p-values to unravel the tantalizing ties between
theology degrees  and Vikings wins.  Our  statistical
wizardry revealed a striking correlation coefficient
of  0.6934807  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.05,
effectively  conferring  the  stamp  of  statistical
significance on our findings. The gods of statistical
inference  looked  down  upon  our  endeavor  with
bemused approval, or so we like to imagine.

Taming the Data:

With our data firmly in hand, we sought to tame the
unruly  spreadsheets  and  datasets.  Our  meticulous
data cleaning and wrangling procedures were akin to
lassoing wild stallions – a task as arduous as it was
gratifying. In doing so, we prepared our data for the
grand spectacle of statistical analysis, ensuring that

our  findings  were  as  robust  as  a  well-fortified
research fortress.

In  harnessing  the  interplay  of  theology  and
touchdowns, we found that the path to understanding
is  often  as  entertaining  as  it  is  enlightening.  Our
methodology,  though  imbued  with  whimsy  and
humor, was undertaken with rigorous precision and
scholarly verve. 

4. Results

The  fervent  pursuit  of  unraveling  the  mystifying
relationship  between  the  awarding  of  Associates
degrees  in  Theology  and  the  triumphs  of  the
Minnesota Vikings has yielded a tantalizing tale of
statistical  intrigue.  Our  rigorous  analysis,
encompassing  the  years  2011  to  2021,  revealed  a
robust correlation coefficient of 0.6934807 between
these seemingly disparate variables. This correlation
represents a delightfully strong relationship worthy
of  attention,  raising  eyebrows  not  only  among
statisticians  but  also  among  football  fans  and
theologians alike.

The obtained r-squared value of 0.4809155 further
amplifies  the  astonishment,  signifying  that  a
substantial  48.09%  of  the  variance  in  Minnesota
Vikings  season  wins  can  be  explained  by  the
conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in  Theology  and
religious  vocations.  This  unexpected  coherence
between theological education and gridiron triumphs
has propelled this unlikely pairing from the sidelines
of scholarly curiosity into the limelight of statistical
significance.

Of  paramount  significance  is  the  p-value,  which
stands at less than 0.05, underscoring the robustness
of  the  observed correlation.  It  appears  that  amidst
the  meticulous  parsing  of  data  from  the  National
Center  for  Education  Statistics  and  Pro-Football-
Reference.com, we stumbled upon a connection that
transcends mere chance,  manifesting as  a divinely
ordained statistical liaison that tickles the fancy of
the inquisitive mind.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure 1 depicts  a scatterplot  that  vividly portrays
the strength of the  correlation,  serving as a visual
testament  to  the  unexpected interplay between the
conferral  of  theological  degrees  and  the  gridiron
prowess  of  the  Minnesota  Vikings.  This  graphical
representation encapsulates the tale of Touchdowns
and Theology, echoing the delightful absurdity and
scientific rigor enshrined in our pursuit.

There you have it, dear reader. Our exploration into
this captivating enigma has unearthed a statistically
significant and teasingly curious correlation between
Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Theology  and
religious  vocations  and  the  season  wins  of  the
Minnesota Vikings. This revelation not only invites
further study but  also serves as a testament to the
intriguing and whimsical intersections that our world
of statistics and inquiry can uncover.

5. Discussion

Ah, the delightful  blend of theological studies and
football  triumphs!  Our  findings have thrown open
the  proverbial  playbook,  shedding  light  on  the
unexpected  correlation  between  the  conferral  of
Associates degrees in Theology and the wins of the
Minnesota  Vikings.  As  we  bask  in  the  statistical
revelry, it becomes evident that our results have not
only  supported  but  also  amplified  the  curiosity
sparked by prior research.

The works of Smith et al. appear to have been on the
money,  uncovering  the  enigmatic  relationship
between  religious  education  and  football  success.
Our  robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.6934807
reinforces the notion that the intertwined pathways
of theological pursuit and gridiron glory hold more

than  a  passing  resemblance.  It's  almost  as  if  the
Vikings have been receiving divine guidance from
those  who  have  delved  into  religious  vocations.
Perhaps  the  team's  victories  carry  an  echo  of
theological  wisdom,  sparking a  fervent  fervor  that
transcends the limits of the football field.

Moreover,  the  whimsical  narratives  found in  "The
Monk Who Sold His Playbook" and "Touchdowns in
the Theology Aisle" have not been mere flights of
fancy. If anything, they serve as poignant reminders
that truth can often be stranger than fiction. Gazing
upon our scatterplot, one can't help but be tickled by
the glee of uncovering this unexpected connection,
which  echoes  the jests  of  internet  memes such as
"Praying  for  a  Win"  and  "Touchdowns  for
Theology."

The  invocation  of  the  p-value  less  than  0.05  has
unearthed  a  correlation  that  not  even  the  most
fervent of skeptics can deny. It's as if the statistical
heavens have smiled upon our analysis,  bestowing
upon  us  a  revelation  that  beckons  both  scholarly
scrutiny  and  jovial  bemusement.  This  noteworthy
finding continues to beckon us to venture forth into
realms  of  statistical  inquiry  that  defy  convention,
infusing our research with a dose of the absurd that
delights and dazzles.

In short, our escapade into the world of Associates
degrees  in  Theology  and  Minnesota  Vikings  wins
has not only upheld but also buoyed the improbable
connections  that  have  captivated  the  scholarly
community  and  popular  imagination  alike.  The
whimsical dance of divine correlations and statistical
significance  invites  us  to  embrace  the  unexpected
with open arms, as we voyage onward in this merry
concoction of academic inquiry and sports fervor.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our foray into the improbable junction
of  theological  education  and  Minnesota  Vikings
victories  has  uncovered  a  correlation  that  is  as
baffling  as  it  is  beguiling.  With  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.6934807, it's safe to say that there is
more to the pulpit than meets the eye, and perhaps
some divine intervention at play on the gridiron. The
obtained r-squared value of 0.4809155 suggests that
nearly  half  of  the  Vikings'  season  wins  can  be
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attributed to the conferral of Associates degrees in
Theology – a statistical revelation that would make
even the  most  devout  football  fan  exclaim,  "Holy
touchdowns!"

The  p-value  resting  comfortably  below  0.05
indicates  that  the  connection  between  religious
academic pursuits and football triumphs is not just a
fluke,  but  rather  a  harmonious  symphony  of
seemingly incongruent variables. It seems that while
the Vikings tackle their opponents on the field, our
data has uncovered a theological  touchdown of its
own,  much  to  the  amusement  of  statisticians  and
sports enthusiasts alike.

As we bring this whimsical journey to a close, we
must  acknowledge  that  the  allure  of  statistical
inquiry  and  the  charm  of  unexpected  correlations
have  captivated  our  curiosity.  However,  we  are
forced to  concede that  no amount  of  research can
possibly enhance the sheer hilarity and astonishment
of this delightful discovery. In the grand tradition of
scientific inquiry, we hereby declare that no further
investigation  is  necessary  in  this  peculiar
juxtaposition of  theological  education  and football
triumphs.  Sometimes,  the  most  entertaining
statistical findings are best left unexamined.

In the end, the enthralling nexus of touchdowns and
theology serves as a poignant reminder that amidst
the  rigors  of  academia  and  the  fervor  of  sports
fandom,  there  exists  a  whimsical  tapestry  of
statistical connections waiting to be unfurled.

With that,  dear reader,  we bid adieu to our quirky
investigation,  leaving  it  to  linger  in  the  annals  of
academic  peculiarity  and  statistical  enchantment.
Until  the next  improbable adventure unveils  itself,
may  the  touchdowns  and  theological  correlations
continue  to  spark  bemusement  and wonder  in  the
hearts of researchers and football aficionados alike.
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