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BAROQUE OBAMA: A POLLUTED CONNECTION
BETWEEN AIR QUALITY AND GOOGLE SEARCHES

IN LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON

Catherine Henderson, Amelia Terry, George P Tate

Center for Research

In this study, we set out to unravel the enigmatic relationship between air pollution in Longview, 
Washington, and the peculiar Google searches for "Baroque Obama." While the connection may seem
as whimsical as a baroque music fan at a political rally, our findings reveal an unexpected correlation
that transcends the realms of air quality and internet searches. Leveraging data from the 
Environmental Protection Agency and Google Trends, our research team identified a striking 
correlation coefficient of 0.7520469 with a p-value less than 0.01, spanning the years 2004 to 2023. 
As we delve into the implications of our findings, we invite readers to join us on a symphonic journey 
through the harmonious, albeit peculiar, association between air pollution and the quest for the 
elusive "Baroque Obama." With these results in hand, we may just have uncovered a new aria in the 
grand opera of interdisciplinary research, leaving us all to ponder, "Is the air quality in Longview, 
Washington playing a baroque concerto with Google searches, or is it merely a serendipitous duet in 
the digital symphony of inexplicable correlations?

The  interplay  between  environmental
factors  and  human  behavior  has  long
been a subject of fascination and inquiry.
In our modern era of interconnectedness
and  information  overload,  the  digital
landscape  provides  a  unique  vantage
point  for  observing  the  quirks  and
curiosities  of  human curiosity.  One such
enigma that  caught  our  attention  is  the
correlation  between  air  pollution  in
Longview, Washington, and the perplexing
surge  in  Google  searches  for  "Baroque
Obama."

This  unexpected  connection  may  strike
some as improbable as a trombone solo in
a  string  quartet,  but  our  investigation
delves into the veritable symphony of data
to unravel this mystery. As we embark on
this  academic  symposium  of  sorts,  we
invite our readers to join us in exploring
the  delightful  and,  dare  we  say,

harmonious  fusion  of  air  quality  and
internet searches.

As the curtain rises on our examination, it
is worth noting that the city of Longview,
Washington,  presents  an  intriguing
backdrop  for  our  study.  Nestled  amidst
the  majestic  forests  of  the  Pacific
Northwest, Longview offers a picturesque
setting  that  belies  the  complexities  of
urban and industrial dynamics. It is within
this  landscape  that  we  observe  the
interplay  of  atmospheric  compositions
and digital  musings—where the ethereal
nomad known as "Baroque Obama" takes
center stage in our narrative.

Indeed,  the  intersection  of  air  pollution
and  internet  activity  may  seem  as
bewildering as a minuet at a mosh pit, but
rest  assured, our inquiry is  grounded in
robust  statistical  analyses  and  rigorous
methodologies. Through an exploration of
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environmental  data  from  the  venerable
Environmental Protection Agency and the
virtual trails of Google searches, we have
uncovered a correlation that would make
even the most  seasoned virtuoso nod in
appreciation.

In the following sections of this paper, we
will conduct a thorough exposition of our
findings,  elucidating the nuances of  this
unexpected  correlation  and  delving  into
its potential implications. While our study
may evoke a chuckle or two at the outset,
we assure our esteemed readers that our
analysis adheres to the highest standards
of scholarly inquiry, albeit with a dash of
whimsy befitting the subject at hand.

So, join us as we embark on this curious
journey through the realms of air quality,
internet  curiosities,  and  the  elusive
"Baroque Obama."  Our  findings  promise
to  deliver  not  just  a  crescendo  of
academic  insight,  but  perhaps  a  hum-
worthy  melody  that  leaves  us
contemplating the symphonic wonders of
interdisciplinary research. After all, in the
grand  opera  of  scientific  exploration,
who's to say we can't have a little fun with
our data?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The connection between air pollution and
internet  search behavior  may appear  as
incongruous as a kazoo solo at a classical
philharmonic orchestra, yet the academic
landscape  has  seen  a  crescendo  of
interest  in  exploring  such  correlations.
Smith  et  al.,  in  their  seminal  work
"Airborne  Alchemy:  Unraveling  the
Mysteries  of  Atmospheric  Interactions,"
propound  the  profound  impact  of  air
quality  on  human  cognitive  processes.
Meanwhile, Doe's comprehensive analysis
in  "Cyber  Curiosities:  Navigating  the
Digital  Labyrinths  of  Search  Queries"
sheds  light  on  the  intricate  patterns  of
online  explorations,  raising  questions
about  the  influence  of  environmental
factors on such queries.

However,  as  we  wade  deeper  into  the
domain  of  peculiar  correlations,  it  is
imperative to acknowledge the presence
of unexpected bedfellows in our  inquiry.
The literary landscape, often perceived as
a bastion of erudition and enlightenment,
offers a melodic assortment of titles that
serve  as  both  guiding  lights  and
whimsical diversions. In "Baroque in the
USA:  A  Cultural  Odyssey,"  Jones  takes
readers on a journey through the annals
of baroque artistry, intertwining historical
insights  with  contemporary
interpretations.  On  a  more  imaginative
note, "The Sound of Polluted Silence" by
Green transports us to a world where a
symphony  of  environmental  echoes
reverberates  through the  digital  sphere,
while subtly alluding to the quintessential
"Baroque  Obama"  phenomenon  that
captivates our study.

In a nod to the realm of fiction, where the
improbable  and  the  extravagant  often
dance  in  a  delightful  chassé,  we
encounter  "The  Search  for  Elliptical
Harmony"  by  Austen—a  tale  where
societal  norms  collide  with  digital
serenades, echoing the uncanny parallels
in  our  own  investigations.  Furthermore,
the  whimsical  odyssey  of  "Airwaves  and
Archangels"  by  Tolkien  serves  as  a
testament to the intertwining threads of
environmental  resonance  and  internet
forays, albeit in a fantastical milieu.

Turning our attention to the silver screen,
where  visual  motifs  and  auditory  cues
entwine  in  a  captivating  reel  of
narratives,  we  find  ourselves  amid
captivating  tales  that  seem  to  echo  the
curious  interplay  of  air  pollution  and
digital  quests.  In  "The  Air  Affair,"  a
cinematic boast of pollution becomes the
backdrop  for  enigmatic  web  searches,
while "Baroque Dreams: A Polychromatic
Enigma" transports viewers into a surreal
confluence  of  historical  intrigue  and
modern-day medleys.

As  we embark  on this  scholarly  sojourn
through  the  valleys  of  empirical  inquiry
and literary  whimsy,  it  becomes evident
that  our  quest  for  understanding  the
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connection  between  air  pollution  in
Longview, Washington, and the enigmatic
Google  searches  for  "Baroque  Obama"
extends  far  beyond  the  confines  of
statistical  analyses  and  conventional
paradigms.  This  expedition  into  the
labyrinthine corridors of interdisciplinary
investigation  may  leave  us  with  more
questions  than  answers,  but  as  we
journey  forth,  we  invite  our  esteemed
colleagues to join us in this pas de deux of
inquiry,  where  the  melodic  strains  of
curiosity  harmonize  with  the  whimsical
crescendo of scholarly exploration.

METHODOLOGY

In  this  curious  quest  to  unravel  the
melodic  interplay  between  air  pollution
and  the  esoteric  echoes  of  "Baroque
Obama"  in  Longview,  Washington,  our
research hinged on a blend of traditional
statistical analyses and digital harmonies.
Our methodological symphony, if you will,
composed  of  several  movements  that
waltzed  through  the  realms  of
environmental  data  and  virtual
reverberations.

First,  to  capture  the  atmospheric
overtures  of  Longview,  we  turned  our
gaze  to  the  venerable  Environmental
Protection  Agency  (EPA)  databases,
conducting a sonorous cacophony of data
collection  from  2004  to  2023.  Daily
measurements of air quality parameters,
including particulate matter, ozone levels,
and  other  harmonic  pollutants,  formed
the backbone of our environmental opus.

With  the  symphonic  resonance  of  air
quality notes harmoniously recorded, we
then ventured into the digital  theater of
Google  Trends.  Here,  we  traced  the
crescendos and diminuendos of searches
for  "Baroque  Obama,"  tapping  into  the
ebbs  and  flows  of  online  queries  that
seemed  as  capricious  as  a  keyboard's
whimsical trills.

Our  methodological  overture,  however,
did  not  conclude  with  mere  data
compilation.  Oh  no,  we  embarked  on  a

veritable  odyssey  of  statistical  analysis,
akin to a maestro fine-tuning a concerto
for  empirical  scrutiny.  Leveraging  the
sweet  sonatas  of  correlation  coefficient
calculations and the staccato significance
of p-values, we arrived at a crescendo of
statistical rigor that set the stage for our
findings.

In concert with the hallowed traditions of
scientific  inquiry,  we  ensured  that  our
methodological overtures were conducted
with the utmost care. While the whimsical
nature  of  our  inquiry  may  evoke  the
image of a clown car at a formal gala, rest
assured  that  our  methodologies  were
firmly grounded in the hallowed halls of
academic  probity.  Our  data  analyses
danced  to  the  rhythm  of  established
statistical techniques, refraining from any
improvisational  escapades  that  would
have turned our scholarly overture into a
slapstick farce.

Now,  with  our  harmonious  methodology
harmonized  and  our  findings  poised  for
symphonic  revelation,  let  us  proceed  to
the  resplendent  crescendo  of  our
empirical insights. After all,  much like a
captivating overture, the true magic lies
not just in its technical mastery but in the
enigmatic tale it foretells.

RESULTS

Our  extensive  research  into  the
relationship  between  air  pollution  in
Longview,  Washington  and  the  Google
searches  for  "Baroque  Obama"  has
yielded  some  truly  fascinating  results.
After sifting through copious amounts of
data  from  the  Environmental  Protection
Agency and Google Trends, we discovered
a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.7520469,
with  an  r-squared  value  of  0.5655745.
Moreover,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
indicates  a  statistically  significant
association  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables.

As  shown  in  Fig.  1,  our  scatterplot
visually  encapsulates  the  robust
correlation  we  observed.  The  strong
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positive relationship between air pollution
and searches for "Baroque Obama" jumps
off the page, much like the opening bars
of a lively concerto. The data points align
in  a  harmonious  fashion,  reminiscent  of
the  orchestrated  movements  in  a
symphony,  albeit  one  that  involves  air
quality  and  internet  queries  about  a
baroque figure.

It is noteworthy that our findings suggest
a  noteworthy  pattern:  as  air  pollution
levels  fluctuated  over  the  years  in
Longview,  Washington,  so  did  the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for
"Baroque Obama."  This  connection is  as
intriguing as a musical fugue, wherein the
themes  of  environmental  quality  and
digital  intrigue  play  off each  other  in  a
delightful, if puzzling, manner.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Overall,  our results not only confirm the
existence  of  a  substantial  correlation
between  air  pollution  and  searches  for
"Baroque Obama," but they also provoke
contemplation  on  the  uncharted
territories  of  interdisciplinary  research.
Our  findings  beckon  us  to  consider  the
whimsical  duet  of  factors  previously
thought  to  be  unrelated,  with  the
potential  for  mirthful  musings  on  the
enigmatic  nature  of  statistical
correlations.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study have brought to
light  an  unexpected  synchrony  between
air pollution in Longview, Washington and
the  quest  for  "Baroque  Obama"  on  the
digital stage. Our findings not only echo
the previous research on the impact of air
quality  on  cognitive  processes,  as
demonstrated  by  Smith  et  al.,  but  they
also add a playful twist to the unexpected
bedfellows in our inquiry, reminiscent of a
Shakespearean comedy with air pollution
and  Google  searches  starring  as  the
unlikely duo.

Returning  to  the  literature  review,  the
melodic  assortment  of  literary  and
cinematic  references  may  seem  as
incongruous as a maraca solo in a string
quartet,  yet  they  herald  the  whimsical
diversions  that  mirror  the  uncanny
parallels  in  our  study.  While  Jones's
"Baroque  in  the  USA"  offers  historical
insights  into  baroque  artistry,  it
simultaneously serves as a serendipitous
prelude  to  our  investigation.  Moreover,
the fantastical odyssey of "Airwaves and
Archangels" by Tolkien, while steeped in
whimsy,  resonates  with  the  intertwining
threads  of  environmental  resonance  and
internet  forays  that  characterize  our
inquiry. 

In light of these findings, it is evident that
our  study  has  added  a  lighthearted
symphonic layer to the scholarly dialogue
on unconventional correlations. Just as a
humorous  interlude  in  an  otherwise
weighty  discussion  can  elicit  an
unexpected  chuckle,  the  unexpected
association  between  air  pollution  and
searches for "Baroque Obama" invites us
to  ponder  the  capricious  whims  of
statistical intrigue. The robust correlation
coefficient  and statistically  significant  p-
value serve as the chorus to our scholarly
performance,  beckoning  us  to  embrace
the  symphony  of  interdisciplinary
research in all its enigmatic glory.

These results not only support the prior
research which delved into the impact of
air  quality  on  human  cognition  and
internet  search  behavior,  but  they  also
introduce  a  whimsical  addition  to  the
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overarching narrative of interdisciplinary
exploration. In essence, our findings paint
a picture as amusing as a cat playing the
piano—a  delightful  and  surprising
spectacle  that  urges  us  to  unlock  the
lyrical  mysteries  of  seemingly  disparate
phenomena. As we continue this scholarly
sojourn,  we  invite  our  esteemed
colleagues  to  embrace  the  nuances  of
statistical  serendipity  and  revel  in  the
esprit  de  corps  of  interdisciplinary
inquiry.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  unravels  the
puzzling correlation between air pollution
in  Longview,  Washington,  and  the
enigmatic  Google  searches for  "Baroque
Obama." Our findings reveal a statistically
significant association that transcends the
realms of air quality and internet queries.
It's  as surprising as finding a tuba in  a
string quartet! The correlation coefficient
of  0.7520469,  akin  to  a  virtuoso
performance, exudes a robust relationship
that is  as compelling as a concerto in a
bustling cityscape.

As we reflect on the implications of  our
findings,  one  cannot  help  but  marvel  at
the  unexpected  symphony  unfolding
before us. The fluctuations in air pollution
levels conduct a peculiar pas de deux with
the  frequency  of  Google  searches  for
"Baroque  Obama,"  creating  a  digital
ballet  of  inexplicable  harmony.  This
correlation  sings  a  charming  melody,
much like an aria in the grand opera of
interdisciplinary research.

While  the idea of  air  quality  influencing
internet  searches  may  sound  as
outlandish as a kazoo at a royal ball, our
results  beckon  us  to  consider  the
whimsical  duet  of  factors  that  have
hitherto danced in separate spheres. The
digital  symphony  composed  by  the
interplay  of  environmental  quality  and
internet  curiosities  leaves  us  pondering
the  serendipitous  nature  of  statistical
correlations  in  a  world  teeming  with
inexplicable wonders.

In light  of  these  revelatory findings,  we
assert  that  no further  investigations are
needed in this area. We've had our fill of
humorous  correlations  and  unexpected
connections, and it's time to bid adieu to
"Baroque  Obama"  and  his  atmospheric
escapades.  As the curtains close on this
chapter of research, we leave it to future
scholars  to  uncover  new  mysteries  and
perhaps stumble upon a motley crew of
statistical  surprises  elsewhere.  After  all,
who  knew  air  pollution  and  internet
musings  could  make  such  a  delightful
duet?
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