Evaluating Erin: Exploring the Entertaining
Effect of Ecstaticly Named Entities on
Ecosystem Earthiness

Christopher Harris, Austin Travis, Gabriel P Tillman

Center for Higher Learning

Discussion Paper 1547

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 1547

January 2024

ABSTRACT

Evaluating Erin: Exploring the Entertaining Effect of Ecstaticly Named
Entities on Ecosystem Earthiness

This research delves into the unprecedented perplexity of the relationship between the
proliferation of the first name Erin and the preservation of the remaining forest cover in
the Brazilian Amazon. Utilizing an unconventional approach, our study reunites the
realms of sociology and ecology in an attempt to disentangle this enigmatic connection.
Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration and the illuminating
information from Mongabay, we embarked on a journey to quantify the curious
correlation between the popularity of the name Erin and the enduring forest canopy in
the Brazilian Amazon. Remarkably, our analysis uncovered a tantalizing correlation
coefficient of 0.9959516 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 1987
to 2022. The implications of these findings are as thrilling as a rollercoaster ride - they
not only inspire a reevaluation of the enigmatic nature of human-nature interactions but
also provoke a moment of lighthearted contemplation on the influence of nomenclature
on environmental conservation. As we navigate through the labyrinth of science, our
study shines a light on the whimsical and wondrous connections that can be discovered
when one dares to look beyond the ordinary.
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I. Introduction

What's in a name, you ask? Well, if you're Erin, it turns out there might be a whole lot more
than just a few vowels and consonants! In this zany, off-the-wall research paper, we're diving
headfirst into the perplexing puzzle of how the popularity of the first name Erin might be linked
to the lush, green forests of the Brazilian Amazon. It's a study that's as surprising and unexpected

as finding a pineapple growing on a cactus!

To set the stage for this wild ride, let's take a moment to appreciate the sheer magnitude of
curiosity that drove us to embark on this hilariously entertaining endeavor. After all, who would
have guessed that a seemingly innocuous name like Erin could be tangled up in the fate of one of

the most iconic and ecologically vital ecosystems on the planet?

Armed with data from the US Social Security Administration and the illuminating insights
from Mongabay, we set off on an odyssey that's as wild and unpredictable as an episode of "The
Great British Bake Off." And what did we find? Well, let's just say that the results were so mind-

boggling, they made us do a double-take faster than a cat trying to catch a laser pointer!

You see, our analysis revealed a mind-boggling correlation coefficient of 0.9959516 between
the popularity of the name Erin and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. If that
doesn't make you do a spit-take with your morning coffee, I don't know what will! And just to
add a cherry on top of this wacky cake, the p-value was less than 0.01. It's as if the universe itself
was grinning mischievously and saying, "See? I told you there's more to a name than meets the

eye!"
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So, get ready to hop aboard the Erin Express as we unravel the rib-tickling riddle of how a
name can be entwined with the earthiness of an entire ecosystem. It's a rollercoaster of a study
that'll leave you both scratching your head in disbelief and chuckling at the absurdity of it all.

After all, who said academic research has to be as serious as a heart attack?

II. Literature Review

In "Smith et al." meticulously reviewed various socio-environmental factors influencing
ecological conservation efforts. Their groundbreaking study delved into the nuanced interplay of
human naming patterns and environmental phenomena, shedding light on the unexplored

connection between nomenclature and natural ecosystems.

Similarly, "Doe and Jones" articulated the complex relationship between cultural trends and
ecological sustainability in their seminal work. Their exploration of societal influences on
environmental conservation offered thought-provoking insights into the potential synergy

between naming conventions and biodiversity preservation.

Moreover, the scholarly works of "National Geographic" and "Mongabay" provided invaluable
empirical evidence of the ecological dynamics at play in the Brazilian Amazon. Offering a rich
tapestry of facts and figures, these publications laid the foundation for understanding the intricate

web of factors shaping the region's diverse and vital ecosystems.

Transitioning from non-fiction exploration, the realm of fiction also holds clues to the whimsical
world of nomenclature and ecological marvels. From J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the Rings,"

where the mythical forests of Lothlérien and Fangorn forest come alive with enchanting allure,
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to the lush and mysterious jungles of "Tarzan" by Edgar Rice Burroughs, literature has long
weaved fantastical narratives that captivate the imagination with the lush vibrancy of Earth's

natural marvels.

As we descend deeper into the literature abyss, we cannot overlook the treasure trove of
unconventional sources that shed light on the captivating link between naming traditions and
environmental phenomena. From decoding mystic prophecies of ancient scrolls to deciphering
the hieroglyphs etched on the walls of forgotten ruins, our exploration spared no avenue in our

quest for understanding.

And, after exhaustive research and countless hours of immersion in the data, it seems only fitting
to acknowledge the unexpected sources that made their way into our study. From deciphering the
cryptic messages hidden within ancient parchment scrolls to unraveling the enigmatic symbols
scrawled on the back of CVS receipts, our quest for knowledge knew no bounds. After all, who
would have thought that a crumpled piece of paper from the checkout line would hold the key to

unlocking the ecological mysteries of the Amazon?

ITI. Methodology

To dissect the hilarious and hitherto undisclosed correlation between the popularity of the name
Erin and the preservation of the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon, we concocted a
methodology as whimsical as Cinderella's glass slipper. Our approach blended the precision of a
Swiss watch with the curiosity of a toddler, resulting in a zany adventure through the world of

data collection and analysis.
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First, like intrepid treasure hunters mapping out new territory, we scoured the digital landscapes
of the US Social Security Administration to extract a bounty of data on Erin's popularity. We
tapped into the records of newborn names from 1987 to 2022, documenting the rise and fall of
Erin in the cutthroat world of first names. It was like trying to catch a unicorn - elusive,

fascinating, and occasionally prone to unexpected fits of galloping!

Then, with our trusty compass firmly in hand, we ventured into the tangled jungle of data
provided by Mongabay, like explorers hacking through the dense foliage of the Amazon. This
virtual trek led us to the discovery of the intricate tapestry of the remaining forest cover in the
Brazilian Amazon. It was a bit like hacking our way through the tall grass in Pokémon - you

never know what you'll encounter, but the journey is half the fun!

Once we had unearthed these bountiful datasets, we employed the analytical sorcery of statistical
software to conjure up the correlation coefficient and p-value. This involved performing a series

of calculations so complicated, they made the Higgs boson look like a light pre-dinner appetizer!

To ensure the scientific integrity of our analysis, we also got a little creative with our array of
statistical methods. We shimmied and shook the data through regression analysis and time series
modeling, like enthusiastic dancers at a salsa class. Our goal? To reveal the hidden dance of the
data, and boy, did we uncover some moves that would make even the most seasoned statistician

do a double take!

Finally, like intrepid sleuths unraveling a mystery, we subjected our findings to rigorous scrutiny,

scrutinizing every detail with the precision of a detective inspecting a crime scene. This scrutiny
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included sensitivity analysis and cross-validation, making sure our results were as sturdy as a

medieval castle and not as flimsy as a house of cards.

In a nutshell, our methodology was a rollercoaster ride, complete with unexpected twists and
turns, that served as the perfect vehicle for probing the perplexing relationship between Erin's
popularity and the Amazon's leafy canopy. And just like any thrilling amusement park attraction,
our methodology left us exhilarated, a little breathless, and hungry for more silly adventures in

the wilds of research.

IV. Results

In this section, we present the absolutely astonishing, mind-boggling, and downright side-
splitting results of our study on the positively titillating connection between the popularity of the
first name Erin and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. Hold onto your hats,

folks, because what we've unearthed is as shocking as finding a penguin at the North Pole!

Our analysis, carried out over the period from 1987 to 2022, unveiled a correlation coefficient of
0.9959516 between the frequency of the name Erin and the extent of forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon. If there ever was a "smoking gun" in the world of ecological quirkiness, this just might
be it! The strength of this correlation was so robust, it could rival the fortitude of a superhero

battling supervillains.

Furthermore, the r-squared value of 0.9919196 indicated that a whopping 99.19% of the

variation in remaining forest cover could be explained by the popularity of the name Erin. It's as
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if Mother Nature herself was whispering, "Hold onto your branches, folks, because Erin is here

to save the day!"

Years 1987-2022, r=0.996, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To drive the point home with the unrelenting force of a hurricane, the p-value came in at less
than 0.01. As far as statistical significance goes, that's like winning the lottery while discovering

a four-leaf clover and spotting a shooting star all in the same day!

But hold onto your scientific hats, because we're not done yet! The piece de résistance of our
findings comes in the form of Fig. 1, a scatterplot that showcases the undeniable correlation
between the frequency of the name Erin and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon.

If this plot were a piece of artwork, it would be the Mona Lisa of ecological hilarity!

In summary, our results point to a jaw-dropping connection between the name Erin and the
preservation of the Brazilian Amazon's treasured greenery. It's a discovery that not only leaves us
scratching our heads in sheer bewilderment but also invites us to ponder the whimsical ways in
which the universe weaves its cosmic tapestry of ecological intrigue. Oh, what a riotous

adventure it has been!
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V. Discussion

The riveting riddle of the relationship between the name Erin and the remaining forest cover in
the Brazilian Amazon has been unveiled, and the findings are as uproarious as a barrel of
monkeys! Our results have not only elevated eyebrow arches but have also set the stage for a

diverting debate on the delightful dance between nomenclature and nature.

Our study's findings not only aligned with prior research but also added an extra layer of
eccentric enigma to the nature-naming nexus. The ability of the name Erin to hold such
extraordinary sway over the preservation of the Brazilian Amazon's green canopy echoes the
melodic musings of previous scholars. Just as Smith et al. and Doe and Jones dared to delve into
the depths of odd environmental correlations, our research has amplified the captivating chorus

of scholarly wanderings in this delightfully bizarre domain.

The literature review, with its wild visage of mystical prophecies and hieroglyphics, has been
validated by our own analysis, as though the whimsical world of naming traditions was nudging
us toward a harmonious tale of ecological enchantment. The playful, unorthodox sources that
sprinkled our study with a pinch of pizzazz have not only been vindicated but also embraced as
serenely strange guideposts in our quest for knowledge. After all, who would have guessed that a

penciled prophecy or supermarket scribbles would unfurl the verdant secrets of the Amazon?

It's clear that our results corroborate the hypothesis that the popularity of the name Erin
possesses a spellbinding influence on the longevity of the Brazilian Amazon's emerald expanse.

This revelation is akin to discovering a pot of gold at the end of a name-laden rainbow,
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quickening the pulse of both researchers and laymen as we pause to admire the sheer
inexplicable allure of this ecological oddity. And if statistical significance were a fruit, our p-
value is riper than a tropical mango plucked at the peak of its ripeness, teasing us with the

tantalizing taste of truth.

However, as we bid farewell to this whimsically woven tapestry of enchanting ecological
oddities, let us not lose sight of the hilarity and merriment that accompany our newfound depth
of understanding. The cosmic comedy of ecological intrigue has unfurled a pandora's box of
puzzling parlance, inviting us to revel in the uncanny and the unexpected. Our findings implore
us to pause, ponder, and perhaps share a chuckle at the utterly eccentric ways in which the
universe seams together the quilt of ecological interconnectedness. So, let's raise a toast to the
fantastic forest-faring Erin as we peel back the layers of novelty and nod in amusement at the
comically enchanting synchronization of Erin and the Amazon's arboreal abundance. Cheers to

ecological oddities and their inexplicable hilarity!

VI1. Conclusion

In wrapping up our uproarious exploration of the preposterously preposterous connection
between the popularity of the first name Erin and the preservation of forest cover in the Brazilian
Amazon, it's clear that we've stumbled upon an oddball revelation that is as surprising as finding
a polar bear at the equator! Our findings, with a correlation coefficient that could knock your
socks off and a p-value more significant than a celebrity's entourage, leave us not just scratching

our heads in bemusement but also marveling at the inexplicable and delightful dance of

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



correlation. So, what does this all mean? Well, it's as if the universe itself is murmuring, "Hey

there, eco-warriors, maybe the secret to saving the rainforest lies in the syllables of a name!"

But amidst the merriment and amusement, we conclude that we've reached the pinnacle of
preposterousness. It's time to bid adieu to this jovial journey, pack our puns away, and declare
that the curtain has closed on this uproarious act. Further exploration in this area is as
unnecessary as a kangaroo in a cooking competition - it's safe to say that the chapter on Erin and

Amazonian forests has been delightfully, and amusingly, closed.
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