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Abstract

While law enforcement is often associated with sleepless nights and long hours, our research delves into 
the curious connection between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in law enforcement and the 
frequency of Google searches for 'sleepwalking'. Using data from the National Center for Education 
Statistics and Google Trends, we scrutinized the years 2012 to 2021. Our analysis revealed a striking 
correlation coefficient of 0.9025571 and a p-value less than 0.01. It seems the pursuit of justice might be 
giving professionals in law enforcement more than just a few sleepless nights - perhaps some of their 
suspects are losing sleep, too.  As we delved into the data, it became clear that the connection between 
law enforcement degrees and sleepwalking searches was no mere phantasm. It's almost as if those 
studying law enforcement were seeking to uncover the secrets of the night, just like they uncover the 
mysteries of the law. It's a case of sleepwalking infiltrating the realm of criminal justice, leading us to 
wonder, "Is sleepwalking becoming a crime of fashion?"  Our findings shed light on the unexpected 
relationship between academic pursuits and nocturnal wanderings, opening the door to further 
interdisciplinary exploration. This connection may not only keep us up at night pondering its implications 
but also raise the question, "Would training law enforcement officers to combat sleepwalkers require a 
'night school' of a different kind?
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1. Introduction The  world  of  law  enforcement  is  often
associated with late nights, stakeouts, and
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perhaps a cup or two of nighttime coffee - a
brew  that's  strong  enough  to  keep  both
officers  and  sleepwalkers  wide-eyed  and
bushy-tailed. But what if there's more to the
relationship  between law enforcement  and
sleep than meets the night-vision goggles?
This study aims to unravel the enigma that
lies at  the intersection of  law enforcement
education and the curious case of Google
searches for 'sleepwalking'.

As  we  dive  headfirst  into  the  deep  and
dreamy  waters  of  this  correlation,  it's
important  to  acknowledge  the  elephant  in
the room...or should I say, the sleepwalker
on the roof? Yes, folks, it's time to dust off
those old dad jokes and ponder the ultimate
question: Do law enforcement professionals
dream  of  electric  convictions,  or  are  they
merely  seeking  answers  to  their  own
nocturnal wandering? 

The  pursuit  of  justice  often  leads  to
shedding  light  on the  shadows of  society,
but  could it  also be shedding light  on the
shadows of the bedroom? It seems that as
our  brave men and women in  blue chase
after  lawbreakers,  they  might  also  be
inadvertently  shedding  light  on  a  parallel
world of sleepwalkers, navigating their own
legal issues - namely, trespassing, but with
a dreamy twist.

The findings of this study promise to unveil
the  secret  world  of  the  law  enforcement
graduate,  who  might  be  learning  how  to
respect  the  law  by  day  and  interpret  the
ramblings of sleepwalkers by night. Could it
be that  they're not  only  upholding the law
but also guarding the gates of  dreamland,
ensuring that no rogue sleepwalkers escape
into  the  night?  These  are  the  burning
questions that  keep us awake at  night,  or
should  I  say,  'sleepwalking'  through  the
mysteries of law enforcement and dreams.

Join  us  in  this  journey as  we  explore  the
unlikely links between academic pursuits in
law  enforcement  and  the  subconscious
escapades of sleepwalkers. Who knows, we

might just stumble upon a sleeping beauty
or  two  in  the  process  –  it's  a  land  of
possibilities, or should I say, "law and REM-
order."

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  law
enforcement  and  the frequency of  Google
searches for 'sleepwalking'  has piqued the
interest  of  researchers  and  armchair
detectives  alike.  Smith  et  al.  (2016)  first
brought  attention  to  this  correlation,
demonstrating  a  significant  positive
relationship  between  the  two  variables.
However, as keen observers of this peculiar
phenomenon, we couldn't help but wonder if
this  statistical  connection  conceals  a
deeper, more amusing truth. Could it be that
law enforcement professionals are not only
upholding  the  law  but  also  in  pursuit  of
nocturnal  escapades  of  the  somnambulist
kind?

In  "Enforcing  Dreams"  by  Doe  and  Jones
(2019),  the  authors  unearth  a  parallel
between the rigorous academic curriculum
of  law  enforcement  education  and  the
enigmatic  world  of  sleepwalking.  This
connection  begs  the  question:  Are  law
enforcement  professionals  not  only
patrolling the streets by day but also, in a
twist  of  fate,  patrolling  the  sleepwalking
subconsciousness by night? It's almost as if
they are enforcing not  only  the law of  the
land but  also  the laws of  dreamland.  The
study's  revelations  prompt  us  to  consider
whether  law  enforcement  officers,  already
masters of reading between the lines of  a
criminal case,  are also becoming adept  at
interpreting  the  cryptic  footprints  of
sleepwalkers.

Turning to the non-fiction side of literature,
"The  Nocturnal  Chronicles:  Exploring  the
Mysteries  of  the  Night"  by  Dr.  Dreamer
(2018)  sheds light  on the inexplicable ties
between  legal  studies  and  the  nocturnal
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wanderings  of  the  mind.  The  overlap
between  these  seemingly  disconnected
domains  has  indeed  left  us  in  a  state  of
scholarly  stupor,  prompting us to ask:  Are
law enforcement professionals also seeking
to uncover the mysteries of the night, much
like  they  unravel  the  enigmas  of  law  and
order during the day?

In  a  surprising  turn  of  events,  fiction
literature also offers tantalizing clues to this
conundrum.  "The  Sleepwalker's  Guide  to
Law  Enforcement"  by  Night  Detective
(1987)  presents  a  whimsical  yet  strangely
relevant  narrative  that  blurs  the  lines
between  reality  and  the  surreal.  This
gripping tale delves into the adventures of a
detective  who  not  only  strives  to  solve
crimes  by  day  but  also  finds  himself
entangled  in  the  nocturnal  escapades  of
sleepwalkers by night. While the book may
belong to the realm of  fiction,  its  uncanny
resonance with our research findings cannot
be dismissed.

As  part  of  our  dedication  to  thorough
research,  we  also  delved  into  the  small
screen,  immersing ourselves  in  TV shows
that  might  shed  light  on  this  curious
correlation.  "Night  Watch:  Crimes  of  the
Sleepless"  is  a gripping procedural  drama
that  not  only  captures the essence of  law
enforcement  but  also  delves  into  the
peculiar  cases  of  sleepwalking  suspects.
Similarly,  "Dream  Detectives:  Night  Shift
Mysteries"  offers  a  fictional  yet  intriguing
exploration  of  law  enforcement
professionals  who  navigate  the  realms  of
both wakefulness and slumber in pursuit of
truth.

With such compelling connections surfacing
from  both  real  and  fictional  realms,  it's
evident  that  the  association  between  law
enforcement  education  and  nocturnal
wanderings  extends  far  beyond  statistical
significance.  As  we  continue  our
investigation,  we  can't  help  but  ponder:  if
law  enforcement  is  the  pursuit  of  justice,
could it also become the pursuit of justice in

dreamland?  Keep  your  eyes  open,  and
don't  let  the  bedbugs  bite,  for  the  night
holds more than mere dreams – it holds the
secrets that law enforcement professionals
might be poised to uncover.

3. Our approach & methods

Ah, the juicy details of our methodology! Get
ready  to  embark  on  a  whimsical,  sleep-
deprived  journey  through  the  realm  of
research methods. As we navigate the data-
dotted landscape, let's not forget to sprinkle
a few puns and dad jokes along the way.

To kick things off, we harnessed the mighty
power of the National Center for Education
Statistics  to  acquire  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  law
enforcement  from 2012  to  2021.  We then
did  some  professional  sleuthing  to  obtain
Google  search  data  for  the  term
'sleepwalking'  through  the  trusty  Google
Trends.  It  was  like  conducting  a  covert
operation,  but  instead  of  tracking  down
suspects,  we  were  uncovering  trends  and
patterns  -  talk  about  a  different  kind  of
"snooze and pursuit"!

With our treasure trove of data in hand, we
embarked  on  a  statistical  escapade  to
unearth  the  connection  between  law
enforcement  degrees  and  the  nocturnal
wanderings  of  curious  internet  users.  We
employed the grave, yet exhilarating, art of
correlation analysis to reveal the entangled
web  of  relationships  between  these
disparate  but  strangely  interconnected
variables.

In a blaze of statistical glory, we calculated
the  correlation  coefficient,  which  emerged
from the shadows with  a  striking  value of
0.9025571 -  cue the dramatic  music!  This
coefficient, akin to a sly detective, stealthily
indicated  a  robust  positive  association
between  the  number  of  law  enforcement
degrees  awarded  and  the  frequency  of
'sleepwalking'  Google  searches.  It  was
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almost  as  if  these  variables  were  holding
hands in the moonlit darkness of statistical
significance.

But  we  didn't  stop  there.  Oh  no!  We
subjected our findings to the ultimate test –
the  formidable  p-value.  This  numerical
gatekeeper,  with a p-value less than 0.01,
stood like a stalwart sentinel, declaring with
confidence  that  the  relationship  we
uncovered  was  not  a  mere  mirage  in  the
night. It was a bona fide discovery, worthy of
the  spotlight  and  possibly  a  few
sleepwalking patrol officers – after all,  who
better  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  wandering
souls of the night?

Now, if you're ready for a bit of a "nightcap,"
I'd  love  to  share  more,  but  research
methodology waits for no slumber. So let's
continue our detective work and unveil the
intrepid  mysteries  of  academia  and
nocturnal adventures with a dash of humor,
a  sprinkling  of  data,  and  a  whole  lot  of
statistical  flair.  After  all,  in  the  realm  of
research,  as  in  the  land  of  dreams,  the
unexpected  twists  and  turns  make  the
journey all the more thrilling.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a
significant  correlation between the number
of  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  law
enforcement  and  the frequency of  Google
searches  for  'sleepwalking'  from  2012  to
2021.  The  correlation  coefficient  was  a
surprising  0.9025571.  This  strong  positive
correlation suggests that as the number of
law  enforcement  degrees  awarded
increases,  so  does  the  public  interest  in
sleepwalking.  It’s  almost  as  if  law
enforcement  professionals  are  not  only
protecting us  from the walking dangers of
the waking world but are also inadvertently
sparking interest in the walking (or should I
say,  “sleepwalking”)  dangers of  the dream
world.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.8146093  confirms  that  approximately
81.5% of the variation in Google searches
for 'sleepwalking'  can be explained by the
number  of  law  enforcement  degrees
awarded.  It's  as  if  the  pursuit  of  law  and
order  is  sending  shockwaves  through  the
realm of dreams, potentially causing some
late-night investigations of a different kind. It
begs the question, "Are they on the hunt for
sleepwalking suspects?" 

With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  this
connection is indeed statistically significant.
It seems that the pursuit of justice in the real
world is not only capturing criminals but also
capturing  the  imaginations  of  those  who
wander the nocturnal world. This correlation
opens  up  a  whole  new  realm  of  inquiry,
prompting  us  to  wonder,  "Should  law
enforcement  agencies  start  recruiting
insomniacs to combat sleepwalking crimes,
making sure they don't end up 'nodding off'
on the job?"

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The scatterplot in Figure 1 clearly illustrates
the strong positive correlation between the
variables,  with  each  data  point  seemingly
following the path of justice and dreams. It's
as if the pursuit of law and order is leaving a
trail  that  leads  straight  into  the  realm  of
sleepwalking, raising the question, “Are they
following the evidence,  or  are the dreams
leading the way?”
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Stay  tuned  as  we  delve  further  into  the
implications  of  these  findings  and  explore
the  possibility  of  a  dream  team  of  law
enforcement  officers  trained  in  the  art  of
navigating  the  subconscious  corridors  of
sleepwalking.  As  we  unravel  this  mystery,
we  are  getting  closer  to  answering  the
question,  "Is  there  truly  'no  rest  for  the
wicked'  -  or  is  it  the  law  enforcement
graduates  who  are  perpetuating  these
restless nights?"

5. Discussion

Our  investigation  into  the  intriguing
correlation  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  law
enforcement  and  the frequency of  Google
searches for  'sleepwalking'  has  uncovered
compelling  evidence  of  a  significant
connection. The remarkably high correlation
coefficient  of  0.9025571  and  a  p-value  of
less  than  0.01  support  the  prior  research
suggesting a tangible relationship between
these seemingly disparate domains. It's as if
our  findings  are  the  'dream  team'  of
statistical evidence, lending credibility to the
notion that law enforcement education holds
a curious allure for those captivated by the
mysteries of sleepwalking.

The statistical significance of this correlation
goes beyond mere chance,  leaving us  no
choice but to take this connection seriously
– much like a law enforcement officer would
take  a  potential  sleepwalking  suspect.  It’s
almost as if the pursuit of justice is leaving a
breadcrumb trail that leads straight into the
realm  of  sleepwalking,  prompting  us  to
wonder, "Do law enforcement professionals
moonlight as dream detectives?"

Our results support the previously observed
compelling  association  between  law
enforcement  education  and  the  enigmatic
world of sleepwalking, raising the specter of
whether those trained to enforce the law are
also crossing into the domain of dreams to
enforce  nocturnal  justice.  The  strong

positive correlation suggests that the pursuit
of law and order is igniting public interest in
the  night  wanderings  of  the  sleepwalking
subconsciousness.  It's  as  if  law
enforcement  professionals  are  not  only
safeguarding the waking world but are also
unwittingly  patrolling  the  mysterious
landscape of dreamland.

Just  as  law  enforcement  professionals
navigate  the  twists  and  turns  of  criminal
investigations,  it  seems  they  are  also
navigating  the  cryptic  footprints  of
sleepwalking,  leaving  us  to  ponder,  "Are
they  now  on  the  lookout  for  midnight
marauders of the somnambulist kind?" It's a
case  of  law  and  slumber  intersecting,
blurring  the  lines  between  reality  and  the
surreal, much like a sleepwalker might blur
the lines between dream and wakefulness.

As we continue our pursuit of understanding
this curious phenomenon, it's clear that our
research reveals more than just a statistical
connection.  It  beckons  us  to  consider  the
professional  duality  of  law  enforcement
officers,  who  not  only  protect  our  waking
world from harm but may also be called to
engage  with  the  enigmatic  world  of
sleepwalking. Our findings not only keep us
up at night pondering their implications but
also raise the question,  "Is  it  time for  law
enforcement  agencies  to  embrace  a  new
mandate in their 'night shifts,' involving the
policing of dreamscapes?"

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
a  surprising  and  substantial  correlation
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  law  enforcement  and  the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for
'sleepwalking'  from  2012  to  2021.  The
statistically significant correlation coefficient
of  0.9025571  has  left  us  wide-eyed,
prompting us to ask, "Are law enforcement
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professionals  not  only  protecting  us  while
we're awake but also inadvertently inciting
public interest in the oft-overlooked activity
of  sleepwalking?  Talk  about  serving  and
sleepwalking!"

The implications of this correlation resonate
with the poetic imagery of law enforcement
professionals  upholding  order  by  day  and
potentially  embarking  on  nocturnal
investigations  of  a  different  nature.  Could
this study be the first step in uncovering a
new  subfield,  'dream  enforcement,'  where
defenders of the law tackle legal issues that
manifest under the veil  of sleep? It seems
it's a case of sleepwalking in the name of
justice!

With a p-value of less than 0.01 and an r-
squared value of 0.8146093, it's clear that
this connection is not just a fleeting dream
but  a  tangible  phenomenon  deserving  of
further  investigation.  However,  as  we  sign
off on this revelatory study, it's appropriate
to assert that this thrilling intersection of law
enforcement  education  and  nocturnal
wanderings has been thoroughly explored.
No  more  research  needed  in  this  area  -
we've already gone the extra mile, or should
I say, the extra "nighthawk stakeout"?
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