The Journal of Sustainable Energy and Internet Culture (2024) 54, 52-61

<O

ELSERVER

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

Shining a Light on Sus-tainable Power: The
Correlation Between Solar Energy Production in
Bolivia and 'That is Sus' Google Searches

Chloe Horton, Andrew Thomas, Gregory P Thornton

Center for the Advancement of Research; Ann Arbor, Michigan

Abstract

Renewable energy sources are a hot topic, but it seems that the sun may have more influence than
previously thought. This study investigates the unexpected connection between solar power generation in
Bolivia and the frequency of Google searches for "that is sus." By harnessing the power of tongue-in-
cheek humor and a dash of statistical analysis, we uncover a remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9577425 and a p-value of less than 0.01 from 2008 to 2021. Our findings suggest that as the solar
energy output in Bolivia has increased, so too has the public interest in seemingly suspicious activities,
which leave us pondering whether the sun is shedding light on more than just electricity. The implications
of this correlation, while certainly unexpected, may shed new light on the interconnected nature of our

digital and sustainable worlds.
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1. Introduction
Introduction

The pursuit of renewable energy sources
has become increasingly prominent as the
global community grapples with the effects
of climate change and endeavors to lessen
its carbon footprint. Among these sources,
solar power has emerged as a beacon of
hope, harnessing the energy of our very
own celestial body, the sun. However,
amidst the serious discussions and

technological advances in this field, a rather
unexpected connection has piqued our
curiosity - the correlation between solar
energy production in Bolivia and the
frequency of Google searches for "that is
sus." Yes, you read that right. In the depths
of this scientific endeavor lies a thread
connecting solar power and the ubiquitous
online parlance of suspicion.

As researchers in the realm of sustainable
energy, we are accustomed to scrutinizing
every ray of data, but we were struck by the
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illuminating possibility that solar energy
output may be more than just a measure of
kilowatt-hours. Could it be casting a
proverbial spotlight on the sus-picious
activities and musings of the digital world?
Our investigation merges the realms of
social behavior and energy production,
painting a picture of the sun not only
powering our homes but also stirring up a
curious desire to uncover the sus-picious.

We embarked on this study armed with a
firm grasp of statistical analysis, a touch of
whimsy, and an unwavering dedication to
light-hearted inquiry. What we discovered,
amidst the sea of numbers and algorithms,
was a startling correlation coefficient of
0.9577425 and a p-value of less than 0.01
from 2008 to 2021. It seems that as the
solar energy output in Bolivia increased, so
did the public interest in matters that are,
dare we say, ‘sus’. It's as if the sun, in its
boundless generosity, extended its rays not
only to power solar panels but also to
inspire a surge in skepticism and suspicion,
prompting users to turn to the digital oracle,
Google, for answers.

Now, before the skeptics among us find this
correlation too far-fetched, we must stress
that our findings are not to be taken lightly.
While the unexpected nature of this
connection has undoubtedly tickled our
scientific curiosity, the implications carry
weight. The digital world, with its algorithms
and search trends, intersects with the
sustainable energy ecosystem in ways we
are just beginning to grasp. Our research
does not merely offer an amusing anecdote,
but rather a reminder that the human
experience weaves together the mundane
and the unimaginable, at times leaving us
befuddled and bemused.

By shedding a light-hearted perspective on
this correlation, we aim to remind our fellow
researchers and enthusiasts that even the
most serious of subjects can surprise us
with  unexpected, albeit  whimsical,
connections. So, let us embark on this

journey through the rays of Bolivian solar
energy and the digital whispers of suspicion,
uncovering the delightful dance of data that
lies at the crux of our inquiry. Stick with us
as we explore the brighter, sus-picious side
of the sustainable energy revolution.

2. Literature Review

The correlation  between  seemingly
unrelated phenomena has long fascinated
researchers across diverse fields, prompting
inquiries that often lead to unexpected and
intriguing discoveries. In "Smith et al's
(2015) examination of solar energy output
and public intrigue,” the authors find a
strong positive association between the two
variables, drawing attention to the
unexplored territory of solar power and
digital curiosity. As the investigation delves
deeper, the connection becomes
increasingly perplexing yet undeniably
striking. Similarly, Doe and Jones (2018)
emphasize the significance of uncovering
unconventional links in their study on
energy production and internet search
trends, shedding light on the illuminating
intersection between sustainable power and
online behavior.

Transitioning from the serious to the
sardonic, the scholarly landscape presents
us with a potpourri of literature that piques
both curiosity and amusement. In "The
Solar Conundrum: Enigma of Power and
Mistrust,” the authors explore the enigmatic
intersection of solar energy and modern
skepticism, drawing parallels between the
radiance of the sun and the shadowy world
of suspicion. This thought-provoking work
uncovers the intricacies of solar power
generation and its unforeseen influence on
public intrigue, leaving readers both
bemused and enlightened.

Turning from non-fiction to the realm of
fiction, the whimsy of thematic alignment is
evident in "The Solar Suspicion Chronicles,"
a tale of intrigue and conspiracy set in a
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world powered exclusively by solar energy.
The protagonist, a detective with a penchant
for puns and photovoltaics, uncovers a web
of suspicion emanating from the very heart
of the sun's energy, revealing an
unexpected connection between solar
power and suspicion. This unlikely fusion of
sustainable energy and mystery serves as a
playful nod to the interplay between the
tangible and the inexplicable.

Drawing inspiration from unexpected
quarters, the popular board game "Solar
Suspicion” presents players with the
challenge of navigating a world where solar
energy and suspicion intersect in
unexpected  ways. By  strategically
harnessing solar power while unraveling
mysteries, players are immersed in a
whimsical realm where the lines between
the sun's radiance and intrigue blur,
encapsulating the essence of our own
lighthearted inquiry.

In the web of literature and imagination, the
gentle yet persistent tug of the sun's rays
and the allure of suspicion beckon us to
unravel the interconnected tapestry of solar
power and digital intrigue. As we journey
through the literature and beyond, let us
embrace the serendipitous nature of
discovery and marvel at the unlikely threads
that intertwine in the fabric of our inquiry.

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the curious correlation between
solar energy production in Bolivia and the
frequency of Google searches for "that is
sus,” we embarked on a methodological
odyssey that utilized a blend of rigorous
statistical analysis and a touch of whimsy.
Our approach harnessed data from two
primary sources, the Energy Information
Administration and Google Trends, to
illuminate the somewhat unexpected

relationship between solar power and public
skepticism.

Data Collection:

Our first port of call in this adventure was
the Energy Information Administration, a
treasure trove of information on solar
energy  production in  Bolivia. We
meticulously collected data on the monthly
output of solar power from 2008 to 2021,
capturing the ebb and flow of solar energy
generation in the heart of South America.
Armed with this foundational data, we then
set sail to the vast expanse of cyberspace,
anchoring ourselves at Google Trends.
Here, we cast our nets wide to capture the
fluctuations in Google searches for "that is
sus," a colloquial phrase denoting suspicion
or skepticism, as it echoed across the digital
realm during the same time period.

Statistical Analysis:

With our datasets in hand, we donned our
metaphorical lab coats and set about
conducting a series of statistical analyses to
chart the interplay between solar energy
production and sus-picious online musings.
Our trusty statistical tools included
correlation coefficients and p-values, which
served as our compasses through the
tempestuous seas of data. After navigating
these statistical waters, we unearthed a
remarkable correlation  coefficient  of
0.9577425 and a p-value of less than 0.01,
signifying a robust and statistically
significant  relationship  between solar
energy production in Bolivia and the
frequency of "that is sus" Google searches.

Limitations and Considerations:

It is not lost on us that this methodology
may appear as convoluted as a game of
"Among Us." While we cannot discount the
possibility of lurking confounding variables
or spurious correlations, we took great care
to ensure the robustness of our analysis.
Nevertheless, we urge cautious
interpretation of our findings and encourage
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further investigation to shed more light on
the mechanisms underpinning  this
unexpected correlation. Additionally, the
study's reliance on Google search data
necessitates acknowledgment of the
potential influence of other societal or
cultural factors on search trends, which
could have contributed to the observed
relationship.

Ethical Considerations:

Amidst the jest and joviality, our research
adhered to the principles of academic
integrity and  ethical conduct. We
approached our investigation with the
utmost respect for the data sources and the
subjects therein, recognizing the
responsibility that comes with unearthing
whimsical connections in the digital and
sustainable realms. Our aim was not to
merely tickle the reader's funny bone, but to
present a meticulously conducted study that
marries scientific inquiry with a wry smile.

In conclusion, the methodology employed in
this study sought to illuminate the unusual
correlation between solar energy production
in Bolivia and the frequency of "that is sus”
Google searches. By integrating a light-
hearted approach with rigorous statistical
analysis, we navigated the uncharted
waters of eccentric correlations, steering our
research vessel with the dual compass of
curiosity and scientific rigor.

4. Results

The results of our analysis revealed a
robust and surprising correlation between
solar power production in Bolivia and the
incidence of Google searches for "that is
sus." Over the time period from 2008 to
2021, we unearthed a striking correlation
coefficient of 0.9577425, indicating a strong
positive relationship between these two
seemingly disparate phenomena.
Furthermore, the calculated r-squared value
of 0.9172706 signifies that approximately

91.73% of the variance in the frequency of
"that is sus" searches can be explained by
the variations in solar energy production.
This notable relationship is all the more
remarkable given the varied and dynamic
nature of online search behavior.

When we subjected our findings to
statistical scrutiny, the p-value of less than
0.01 reinforced the significance of the
observed correlation. This suggests that the
likelihood of obtaining such a strong
association purely by chance is exceedingly
small, lending substantial support to the
validity of our results.

To visually encapsulate the magnitude of
the correlation, we have included a
scatterplot (Figure 1) in our analysis. The
plot vividly illustrates the tightly clustered
data points, affirming the strength of the
relationship between solar  energy
production in Bolivia and the frequency of
"that is sus" searches. It is a sight to behold
- a constellation of data points that defies
expectations and beckons the beholder to
ponder the peculiar confluence of energy
generation and online intrigue.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our investigation into the
unexpected link between solar power
production in Bolivia and Google searches
for "that is sus" has illuminated a delightfully
enigmatic correlation. While at first glance
the connection may seem comical or
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whimsical, the robustness of the statistical
findings underscores its significance. It is a
testament to the serendipitous and often
unexpected relationships that abound in the
interconnected tapestry of our digital and
sustainable worlds. These results may
serve as a lighthearted yet thought-
provoking reminder of the multifaceted
influences and interplay between seemingly
unrelated domains of human curiosity and
technological progress.

5. Discussion

The results of our study have illuminated an
unexpected and strangely  amusing
correlation between solar power production
in Bolivia and the frequency of Google
searches for "that is sus." While the
connection may seem implausible at first
glance, our robust statistical findings have
lent credence to the existence of this
correlation, leaving us contemplating the
whimsical interplay between sustainable
power and online intrigue.

Our investigation supports prior research by
Smith et al. (2015) and Doe and Jones
(2018), who also observed a strong positive
association between solar energy output
and public intrigue. The lighthearted yet
thought-provoking nature of our findings
harks back to the juxtaposition between the
radiance of the sun and the shadowy world
of suspicion, as presented in "The Solar
Conundrum: Enigma of Power and
Mistrust.” It appears that the sun's influence
extends beyond its energy-generating
capabilities, shedding light on the
interconnected nature of our digital and
sustainable  worlds, much like the
protagonist uncovering a web of suspicion
in "The Solar Suspicion Chronicles."

As we navigate the curiously intertwined
realms of solar power and online search
trends, it is evident that the unexpected link
between these disparate domains may hold
broader implications for our understanding

of societal behaviors and technological
advancements. The magnitude of the
correlation coefficient, visualized in Figure 1
as a constellation of tightly clustered data
points, serves as a humorous yet
compelling reminder of the multifaceted
influences and interplay between seemingly
unrelated domains of human curiosity and
technological progress. This unexpected
correlation prompts us to adopt a nuanced
perspective and recognize the serendipitous
nature of the interconnected tapestry of our
inquiry.

In light of these findings, it is imperative to
delve deeper into the underlying
mechanisms that drive the correlation
between solar energy production and public
intrigue.  While our results offer a
lighthearted glimpse into the juxtaposition of
sustainable power and online curiosity,
further research is warranted to elucidate
the causality and potential implications of
this peculiar relationship. Just as players
strategically navigate the whimsical world of
"Solar  Suspicion," researchers  must
navigate the uncharted territory of the solar-
suspected digital landscape with the same
level of thoughtfulness and humor.

In closing, our study has brought to light an
unexpected alliance between solar power
generation in Bolivia and the frequency of
"that is sus" searches, underscoring the
playful yet profound connections that
underpin our interconnected world. As we
continue to unravel the enigmatic web of
solar power and suspicion, let us embrace
the serendipity and humor that accompany
such unexpected discoveries. After all, the
sun's influence may extend far beyond its
radiant energy, inviting us to ponder the
curious interplay between the luminosity of
sustainable power and the inscrutable allure
of suspicion.

6. Conclusion
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As we wrap up our exploration of the
harmonious chorus between solar energy
production in Bolivia and the frequency of
'that is sus' Google searches, we cannot
help but marvel at the illuminating
connection we have unearthed. The
magnitude of the correlation coefficient
leaves us positively charged with admiration
for the sun's ability to not only power our
world but also spark curiosity about the sus-
picious realms of the digital universe. It's as
though the sun has taken on an additional
role as the ultimate spotlight, shining a
radiant beam on both sustainable energy
and the enigmatic allure of suspicion.

While our findings may evoke a chuckle or
two, the statistical robustness underlying
this correlation must be taken seriously. The
p-value of less than 0.01 serves as a
shining beacon of empirical evidence,
guiding us away from dismissing this
connection as mere happenstance. We
must also acknowledge the r-squared value
of 0.9172706, which indicates that over
91.73% of the variance in 'that is sus'
searches can be attributed to fluctuations in
solar energy production. This is no frivolous
matter; it is a revelation that prompts us to
embrace the unexpected tangents of
scientific inquiry with open arms.

As we contemplate the implications of our
findings, we are left with a renewed sense
of wonder for the delightful dance of data
and the improbable intersections it unveils.
It is a reminder that the scientific landscape,
much like a solar panel, is not confined to a
single  wavelength of inquiry. The
sustainable energy revolution, it seems, has
cast its net wider than we ever imagined,
drawing in the whimsy and caprice of digital
behavior.

In closing, we assert with unwavering
confidence that no further research in this
realm is necessary. The connection
between solar power in Bolivia and 'that is
sus' Google searches has been
unequivocally illuminated, leaving no

shadow of a doubt about its validity. As we
part ways with this study, may we carry forth
the spirit of lighthearted inquiry and an
enduring appreciation for the unexpected
harmonies that permeate our world,
shedding light on the sus-picious in more
ways than one.
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