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This  paper  lends  an  "A League  of  Their  Own"  perspective  to  the  quirky  and
complex  correlation  between  the  cinematic  chronicles  of  Tom  Hanks  and  the
abundance  of  mechanical  engineers  in  the  distinguished  state  of  Delaware.
Employing a "Catch Me If You Can" approach, our research team delved into the
prestigious IMDB database, as well as the esteemed Bureau of Labor Statistics, to
shed light on this enigmatic connection. The analysis unveiled a striking correlation
coefficient of 0.7757990 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the
time period spanning from 2003 to 2022. Our findings not only showcase the potent
influence of Hanks's performances on the career choices of Delawareans but also
underscore the "Big" impact of cinema on the labor landscape. With "Philadelphia"
as a backdrop,  we present  entertaining and thought-provoking insights  into this
unforeseen relationship,  inviting scholars  and aficionados alike to appreciate  the
"Terminal" charm of our discoveries.

Lights, camera, action! The world of cinema
is  a  fascinating  realm,  where  we  are
transported  to  different  eras,  dimensions,
and even alternate realities. One might argue
that the impact of movies goes beyond mere
entertainment, permeating various facets of
our  lives,  including  our  occupational
choices.  Our  research  embarks  on  a
delightful  and  unexpected  adventure  to
explore  the  enthralling  link  between  the
number of films featuring the esteemed actor
Tom Hanks and the quantity of mechanical

engineers  populating  the  "First  State"  –
Delaware. While this connection may seem
as  unlikely  as  Wilson  the  volleyball
becoming a cultural icon, our "Cast Away"
into  the  world  of  data  has  unearthed
compelling discoveries that are as intriguing
as a mystery thriller and as illuminating as a
heartwarming drama.

The notion that the cinematic repertoire of
Tom  Hanks,  with  its  diverse  mix  of
comedic,  dramatic,  and  historical  roles,
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could  have  any  bearing  on  the  number  of
individuals pursuing a career in mechanical
engineering  might  initially  appear  as  far-
fetched as  a  "Toy Story."  However,  as  we
will  demonstrate,  the  data  paints  a
compelling picture – one that falls not in the
realm  of  fiction,  but  in  the  statistical
landscape.  Our  study  seizes  upon  this
seemingly whimsical connection, aiming to
not  only  impart  valuable  insights  but  also
infuse a sense of "You've Got Mail" wit and
charm  into  the  often  sober  discourse  of
academic research.

Delaware,  the  second  smallest  and  sixth
least  populous  state  in  the  United  States,
serves as an extraordinary backdrop for our
investigation. Despite its diminutive size, it
boasts a rich industrial history and a resilient
workforce, capturing the spirit of innovation
and determination akin to that of a "Sully"
or  a  "Captain  Phillips."  These  attributes,
coupled  with  its  unique  blend  of  coastal
beauty  and urban  convenience,  provide  an
intriguing stage for our exploration into the
interplay  between  cinema  and  career
choices,  a  field  of  study we affectionately
refer to as "Hanks-On Economics."

As  our  research  "Sleepless  in  Seattle"  but
not Delaware, we endeavor to add a dash of
humor and curiosity to the hallowed halls of
academic inquiry. Just as a Hanks film can
take  us  on  an  emotion-stirring  journey,  so
too shall our investigation steer our readers
towards  an  intellectual  odyssey  brimming
with  unexpected  twists,  delightful
observations,  and  perhaps  an  occasional
"Ladykillers"-inspired revelation. Join us as
we unravel  the  enigmatic  "Forrest  Gump's
Impact:  Exploring  the  'Hanks-On'
Relationship  Between  Tom  Hanks  Movies
and the Quantity of Mechanical Engineers in
Delaware," and embark on a riveting quest

through  the  world  of  data,  cinema,  and
statistical whimsy.

Prior research

The persistence of the purported correlation
between the number of films featuring the
distinguished  actor  Tom  Hanks  and  the
quantity of mechanical engineers in the state
of  Delaware  has  piqued  the  interest  of
scholars and enthusiasts alike, prompting a
quest  for  understanding  that  rivals  the
intrigue of "The Da Vinci  Code."  Initially,
theoretical skepticism shrouded this unlikely
connection, reminiscent of the protagonists'
initial  doubts  in  "Angels  &  Demons."
Authors  Smith,  Doe,  and  Jones,  in  their
respective  works  "The  Intersection  of  Art
and Engineering," "Cinematic Influences on
Vocational  Paths,"  and  "Quantitative
Analysis of Actor-Inspired Career Choices,"
laid  the  groundwork for  this  investigation,
gently  nudging  the  proverbial  compass
towards the cinematic North.

As we venture deeper into the foggy terrain
of correlations, it  is essential to embrace a
holistic  approach,  akin  to  the  ethos  of
"Cloud  Atlas."  Considering  the  inherently
interdisciplinary  nature  of  this  inquiry,  we
acknowledge  the  insightful  perspectives
presented  in  works  such  as  "The
Mathematics  of  Movies"  by  Brown  and
"The  Economics  of  Hollywood"  by  Gray.
These  explorations,  while  not  explicitly
focused  on  the  Hanksian  influence  within
the  mechanical  engineering  domain,  offer
valuable  insights  into  the  convoluted
tapestry  of  cinematic  impact  on  society,
much  like  a  "Matrix"  of  interconnected
cultural phenomena.

Turning to more unconventional sources of
inspiration,  the  fiction-based  expositions
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"The  Artistic  Allure  of  Philadelphian
Protagonists" and "Engineering Enthusiasm:
Novel Narratives and Nascent Occupations"
provide  an  imaginative  delve  into  the
potential  romanticism  of  such  unlikely
correlations.  Just  as  "Snakes  and Ladders"
embraces the whims of chance, we embrace
the  unpredictable  nature  of  this  scholarly
odyssey,  inviting  readers  to  ponder  the
enigma  of  the  "Hanks  Factor"  while
weaving  through  narratives  and  data  with
the grace of a skilled "Story Cubes" player.

In a delightful convergence of realms, board
games  such  as  "Clue"  and  "Mouse  Trap"
offer playful insights into the intricate dance
of  cause  and effect,  reminding us  that  the
quest  for  reason  can  indeed  be  as
entertaining and convoluted as a suspenseful
game night.  Thus,  as  we navigate  through
this  montage  of  academic  literature  and
unconventional  musings,  we  invite  our
readers to put on their "Monopoly" hats, roll
the  dice  of  intellectual  exploration,  and
embark on an enriching journey through the
captivating  territory  of  "Hanks-On
Economics."

As we set the stage for the unveiling of our
own findings, anticipatedly resonating with
the comedic timing of a Hanks performance,
we  invite  scholars,  practitioners,  and
celluloid  enthusiasts  to  prepare  for  an
enlightening, laughter-infused foray into the
world  of  interconnectedness,  where  the
"Hanks-On" relationship flourishes in all its
statistics-laden splendor.

Approach

To  commence  this  whimsical  yet  rigorous
investigation, our research team employed a
multifaceted  and  "Hanks-On"  approach  to
gather  and  analyze  data  related  to  the

cinematic oeuvre of Tom Hanks, as well as
the  population  of  mechanical  engineers  in
the  captivating  state  of  Delaware.  Our
methodology  can  be  likened  to  navigating
the  enigmatic  corridors  of  a  sparsely
populated movie  theater  –  a  journey filled
with  unexpected  twists  and  a  hint  of
popcorn-induced mystique.

Data Collection:

Our merry pursuit of data led us through the
sprawling avenues of the Internet, where we
embarked on an exhilarating treasure hunt to
unearth  information  from  2003  to  2022.
Leveraging the majestic IMDB database, we
meticulously recorded the number of films
prominently featuring Tom Hanks, spanning
genres  as  varied  as  comedy,  drama,  and
historical  sagas.  From  the  heart-rending
"Forest  Gump"  to  the  nerve-wracking
"Apollo  13,"  we  left  no  cinematic  stone
unturned in our quest for data. Additionally,
we gallivanted into the esteemed Bureau of
Labor Statistics, scouring their archives for
the  population  of  mechanical  engineers
nestled  in  the  cozy  confines  of  Delaware.
Our  pursuit  was  akin  to  chasing  fleeting
shadows in the moonlit expanse of statistical
wonder,  as  we  endeavored  to  capture  a
snapshot  of  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.

Data Analysis:

Applying  the  deft  skill  of  a  juggler
balancing disparate elements, we pooled the
data from IMDB and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, applying statistical techniques that
would  make  even  the  most  seasoned
academic  practitioner  applaud  in
amusement. Employing correlation analysis,
we  sought  to  unfurl  the  mystical  threads
connecting the cinematic escapades of Tom
Hanks to  the career choices  of mechanical
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engineers in Delaware. Our statistical dance
involved  computing  the  correlation
coefficient  and  assessing  its  statistically
significant  p-value,  akin  to  conducting  a
thrilling  symphony  that  harmonized  data
points and numerical melodies.

Control Variables:

In  order  to  ensure  the  veracity  and
robustness  of  our  findings,  we  carefully
scrutinized  and  controlled  for  various
covariates  that  could  potentially  confound
the  "Hanks-On"  relationship  under
investigation.  Factors  such  as  economic
trends, demographic shifts, and the allure of
coastal living were subject to our meticulous
scrutiny. After all, just as a director sets the
stage for a compelling narrative, we aimed
to  set  the  stage  for  a  compelling  analysis,
isolating the influence of Hanks's cinematic
charm from the whims of extraneous factors.

Ethical Considerations:

As custodians of data and seekers of truth,
we  approached  this  study  with  the  utmost
ethical  fortitude.  Respectful  of  the
professional endeavors of both the esteemed
Mr.  Hanks  and  the  dedicated  mechanical
engineers  of  Delaware,  we  handled  data
with  a  delicate  touch  and  a  mischievous
twinkle in our eye. Our research, much like
a  Hanks  film,  was  crafted  with  a
heartwarming sincerity and an undercurrent
of boundless curiosity, upholding the noble
principles  of  data  integrity  and  scientific
inquiry.

In summary, our methodology encapsulates
the essence of a Hanks film – a captivating
journey teeming with unexpected moments,
delightful insights, and a touch of celluloid
magic.  As  we  unveil  the  findings  of  our
investigation, we invite readers to sit back,

relax,  and savor  the "Hanks-On" brilliance
of our methodological  escapade.  Cheers to
statistics, cinema, and the unrelenting quest
for scholarly merriment!

Results

The "Forrest Gump" effect, named after the
iconic film featuring Tom Hanks, appears to
have  had  a  significant  impact  on  the
occupational choices of Delaware residents,
particularly  in  the  field  of  mechanical
engineering.  Our analysis of the data from
2003 to 2022 revealed a robust correlation
coefficient  of  0.7757990  between  the
number of films starring Tom Hanks and the
quantity  of  mechanical  engineers  in
Delaware,  with  an  r-squared  of  0.6018641
and  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  This
correlation  suggests  that  there  is  a  strong
positive  relationship  between  the  two
variables,  leaving  us  with  a  compelling
conclusion -  the reel  world of Tom Hanks
seems to  have  a  tangible  influence  on  the
real-world career pursuits of Delawareans.

As  depicted  in  Figure  1,  our  scatterplot
graphically illustrates the striking correlation
between  the  number  of  Tom  Hanks  films
and the number of mechanical engineers in
Delaware.  The  upward  trend  in  the  data
points  serves  as  a  visual  testament  to  the
"Hanks-On"  relationship  that  we  have
uncovered, showcasing the synergy between
Hanks's  cinematic  endeavors  and  the
professional paths chosen by individuals in
the mechanical engineering domain. It's as if
the  resonance  of  Hanks's  performances
reverberates  beyond  the  silver  screen  and
into the pages of labor statistics, adding an
intriguing twist to the intersection of cinema
and career choices.
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Our  findings  not  only  provide  statistical
validation  for  the  impact  of  Tom  Hanks
movies  on  the  occupational  preferences  of
Delaware's workforce but also illuminate the
"Big" effect of popular culture on the labor
market.  This  unexpected  connection
underscores  the  multifaceted  influence  of
the  entertainment  industry,  demonstrating
that  the  appeal  of  Hanks's  versatile  roles
transcends  the  boundaries  of  mere
entertainment, leaving an indelible mark on
the occupational landscape.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  results  highlight  the
compelling  "Hanks-On"  relationship
between the cinematic legacy of Tom Hanks
and the quantity of mechanical engineers in
Delaware, infusing statistical analysis with a
dose of unexpected whimsy. It is our hope
that  these  findings  will  spark  lively
discussions  and  inspire  further  exploration
into  the  curious  interplay  between popular
culture and career choices, inviting scholars
and cinephiles to revel in the delightful and
thought-provoking  insights  that  "Forrest
Gump's Impact" has to offer.

Discussion of findings

Our  findings  have  unearthed  a  connection
between  the  number  of  Tom  Hanks  films
and the quantity of mechanical engineers in
Delaware that is as undeniable as the "Cast
Away"  charm  of  the  actor  himself.  The
statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient of 0.7757990 not only showcases
the  potent  influence  of  Hanks's
performances  on  the  career  choices  of
Delawareans  but  also  underscores  the
unforeseen impact of his filmography on the
labor  landscape.  Now,  let's  dive  into  the
"Hanks-On"  relationship  and  unpack  the
implications of our Hanks-tastic discovery.

As we harken back to the invaluable insights
of  previous  scholars,  reminiscent  of  the
intuition of "You've Got Mail," we find that
our results echo the sentiments put forth in
works such as "The Intersection of Art and
Engineering" and "Cinematic Influences on
Vocational Paths." The unexpectedly strong
correlation  we've  uncovered  aligns  with
these  pioneering  perspectives,  suggesting
that Hanks's on-screen charisma has indeed
cast  a  "Sully"-esque  influence  on  the
occupational  choices  of  Delaware's
populace.  Interestingly,  our  findings  also
resonate with the playful musings of "Clue"
and  "Mouse  Trap,"  as  we  unravel  the
intricate  dance  of  cause  and  effect  in  the
realm of cinematic influence.

The results of our study not only support the
previous research but also add a new layer
of  depth  to  the  ongoing  discourse
surrounding the interplay of popular culture
and  career  trajectories.  The  correlation
coefficient, as resilient as the lead character
in "The Terminal," underscores the tangible
impact  of  cinema  on  the  labor  market,
urging us  to  "Catch"  onto  the  far-reaching
consequences of celebrity influence. Indeed,
our  statistical  validation  of  the  "Forrest
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Gump" effect  emboldens  the  notion  that  a
single actor's filmography can resonate with
such  magnitude  that  it  shapes  the
occupational  landscape,  akin  to  a  "Splash"
of influence in a sea of career choices.

In  wrapping  up  our  discussion,  we  invite
scholars  and  enthusiasts  to  "Sleepless  in
Seattle" and ponder the implications of our
findings,  as  we  embark  on  an  enriching
journey through the captivating territory of
"Hanks-On  Economics."  Our  hope  is  that
these  unexpectedly  whimsical  insights  will
spark  insightful  discussions  and  inspire
further  exploration of the curious interplay
between popular culture and career choices,
inviting readers to revel in the delightful and
thought-provoking connections that "Forrest
Gump's Impact"  has uncovered.  With such
compelling evidence, it's clear that when it
comes  to  the  "Hanks-On"  relationship
between  cinema  and  occupational  choices,
there's a lot more than meets the "Joe Versus
the Volcano."

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  it  seems  that  Tom  Hanks's
cinematic legacy has left a mark not only on
the silver screen but also in the job market
of  Delaware.  Our  research  has  revealed  a
"Hanks-On"  relationship  between  the
number  of  Tom  Hanks  films  and  the
abundance  of  mechanical  engineers  in  the
"First State," proving that Hanks's influence
extends beyond captivating performances to
tangible career choices.

The correlation coefficient of 0.7757990 and
the  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 paint a picture more vivid than a
box of chocolates – one where Hanks's films
seem to "Cast Away" any doubts about their
impact  on  Delaware's  occupational

landscape. It's as if his versatile roles, from
"Saving  Private  Ryan"  to  "The  Da  Vinci
Code," have inspired a "Splash" of interest
in  mechanical  engineering  among
Delawareans, reshaping the labor market in
their "Joe Versus the Volcano" journey.

Our  findings  provide  compelling  evidence
that the reel world and the real world might
be  more  intertwined  than  "You've  Got
Mail"! As much as we appreciate statistical
robustness, our analysis has also uncovered
a  "Sleepless  in  Seattle"  excitement  in
deciphering  this  unexpected  correlation,
proving that academic research doesn't have
to be as dry as "The Post."

Hence,  with  a  proverbial  tip  of  the  hat  to
Tom Hanks and his  captivating  portrayals,
we assert that further research in this area is
unnecessary.  The  evidence  of  the  "Hanks-
On"  relationship  between  Tom  Hanks
movies  and  the  number  of  mechanical
engineers in Delaware is as solid as a "Road
to Perdition." It's time to conclude this "Big"
discussion  with  the  affirmation  that
sometimes, in the hallowed halls of research,
we encounter  correlations  that  might  seem
as quirky as "The Terminal," but ultimately,
they add a dash of fascinating whimsy to the
scholarly pursuit.

In  the words  of the esteemed Tom Hanks,
"Houston,  we  have  a  correlation!"  Thank
you,  and  as  always,  may  your  research
endeavors be as captivating as a Hanks film
marathon.
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