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LAUGHING ALL THE WAY TO THE DATA: THE
CORRELATION BETWEEN XKCD COMICS ON

EXISTENTIALISM AND THE NUMBER OF DATA
ENTRY KEYERS IN NEBRASKA

Catherine Harrison, Addison Taylor, Gregory P Turnbull

Global Leadership University

In this study, we investigate the intriguing relationship between existential-themed xkcd comics and 
the employment of data entry keyers in the state of Nebraska. Through the meticulous analysis of 
xkcd comics from 2007 to 2022, particularly those highlighting existentialist themes, and juxtaposing
these with the Bureau of Labor Statistics data on data entry keyers in Nebraska, we sought to 
determine whether there exists a meaningful correlation between the two seemingly unrelated 
entities. Surprisingly, our analysis revealed a significant correlation coefficient of 0.9560920 and a p-
value less than 0.01. While this finding may initially appear absurd or comical, it prompts us to 
consider the possibility of a deeper connection between the contemplation of existence and the 
humdrum task of data entry. Our research opens the door to further exploration of the potential 
cognitive implications of existential thought, and the impact it may have on the work patterns of data
entry professionals in specific geographic regions. As we delve into this uncharted territory, we 
implore researchers to approach this subject matter with a sense of humor, acknowledging the 
whimsical nature of our initial inquiry. Our findings not only bring levity to the academic sphere but 
also unveil the unexpected intersections between philosophy, employment trends, and the whimsical 
world of webcomics.

Within  the  hallowed  halls  of  academia,
sometimes  unexpected  connections  and
correlations  arise,  bringing  about  a
chuckle or a bemused expression. In this
vein, our present research delves into the
rather  peculiar  link  between  the
contemplation  of  existentialism,  as
artistically depicted in the widely beloved
webcomic  xkcd,  and  the  employment
statistics of data entry keyers in the state
of  Nebraska.  While  one  might  initially
dismiss such an inquiry as mere whimsy,
our findings invite a closer inspection of
the potential interplay between matters of
existential  pondering  and  the  steady
keystrokes of data entry.

Existentialism, a philosophical movement
that  grapples  with the  nature of  human

existence and the individual's search for
meaning  in  a  seemingly  indifferent
universe,  has  long  been  a  subject  of
scholarly and lay contemplation. Similarly,
the employment trends and occupational
demographics  of  different  regions  have
been  scrutinized  in  meticulous  detail.
What  our  research aims to  do is  bridge
the seemingly vast chasm between these
realms and explore whether,  in  the vast
tapestry  of  human  experience,  there
exists  a  tangible  link  between  the
musings  on  existence  and  the
occupational landscape of Nebraska.

As  we  set  out  on  this  intellectual
expedition,  we  urge  our  esteemed
colleagues  to  embrace  the  unforeseen
whimsy of this venture. It is with a light-
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hearted  spirit  that  we  embark  on  a
journey through the realms of webcomics,
philosophical inquiry, and labor statistics,
all  with  the  earnest  intention  of
uncovering the unexpected and delighting
in the quirks of human endeavor. For, as
Albert Camus once mused, "In the depth
of winter, I finally learned that within me,
there lay an invincible summer." Similarly,
within  the  seemingly  mundane  data  on
employment and the light-hearted panels
of webcomics, there may reside an insight
that transcends the ordinary.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In  the  pursuit  of  understanding  the
correlation  between  the  publication  of
xkcd comics with existential themes and
the employment  of  data  entry  keyers  in
Nebraska,  we  embarked  on  a  thorough
examination  of  existing  literature.  Our
investigation  swiftly  led  us  to  the
scholarly work of Smith (2018) and Doe
(2020),  who,  in  their  respective  studies,
delved  into  the  intersecting  realms  of
webcomics and philosophy. Smith (2018)
explored the existential underpinnings of
online  humor,  while  Doe  (2020)
scrutinized  the  societal  impact  of
webcomic  consumption  on  occupational
inclinations.  The  amalgamation  of  these
insights  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  our
foray into the unexplored territory of the
xkcd-existentialism-data entry correlation.

Expanding our investigative scope beyond
the  academic  realm,  we  encountered
thought-provoking non-fiction works such
as "The Existential  Dilemma:  Navigating
Life's  Absurdities"  by  Jones  (2019)  and
"Data  Entry  Demographics:  An  Atlas  of
Keystrokes"  by  Johnson  (2021).  These
literature  pieces  offered  valuable
perspectives  on  the  individual
components  of  our  study,  albeit  from
noticeably  divergent  vantage  points.  In
the virtual shelves of fiction, the likes of
"The Data Entry Diaries" and "Existential
Escapades in the Digital Age" provided a
creative  backdrop  against  which  to
contextualize our seemingly preposterous
inquiry.

Venturing  further  into  our  literature
review,  we  acknowledged  the  need  for
unconventional  sources  of  insight.  As
such,  we  diligently  analyzed  mass-
produced  grocery  receipts,  particularly
those  dispensed  by  establishments  with
whimsically  long  names  and  an
inexplicable abundance of coupon offers.
While initially dismissed as mere detritus
of consumerism, these unassuming pieces
of parchment revealed surprising nuggets
of  wisdom,  hinting  at  the  profound
interconnectedness of mundane tasks and
facetious  musings  on  the  nature  of
existence.

Having  combed  through  these  diverse
sources,  we  were  emboldened  by  the
realization that the pursuit of knowledge
can be as enigmatic and entertaining as it
is  enlightening.  Our  collective  endeavor
to  unravel  the  quirky  relationship
between existential xkcd musings and the
employment  statistics  of  data  entry
keyers in Nebraska has, undeniably, been
an  intellectually  invigorating  and
humorous  pursuit.  As  we  proceed  to
present  our  findings,  we  implore  our
esteemed readers to approach our  work
with a knowing smile and an appreciation
for the unexpected whimsy that underpins
our scholarly inquiry.

METHODOLOGY
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Sampling Procedure:

The  first  step  in  our  methodological
escapade  involved  the  meticulous
extraction of  xkcd comics from the vast
expanse  of  the  internet,  guided  by  the
mantra "seek and ye shall find." Drawing
upon  the  digital  archives  of  xkcd,  we
implemented  both  text-based  and image
recognition  algorithms  to  identify  a
subset  of  comics  that  prominently
featured themes related to existentialism.
These  themes  included  introspective
musings,  the  absurdity  of  human
existence,  and  the  quest  for  meaning
amidst  the  cacophony  of  modern  life.
Once  this  subset  was  identified,  we
proceeded  to  establish  a  timeline  from
2007 to 2022, capturing the evolution of
existentialist  musings  within  the  xkcd
oeuvre.

Data  on  the  employment  of  data  entry
keyers  in  the  state  of  Nebraska  was
acquired  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics,  representing  a  more
conventional  foray  into  the  world  of
empirical  data.  Utilizing  official  labor
reports  and  employment  records,  we
obtained a comprehensive overview of the
ebb  and  flow  of  data  entry  keyers'
presence in the Cornhusker State.

Analysis:

To  explore  the  potential  correlation
between  the  thematic  prevalence  of
existential  xkcd  comics  and  the
employment  of  data  entry  keyers  in
Nebraska,  we  employed  statistical
techniques designed to tease out patterns
from  the  seeming  chaos  of  webcomic
archives  and  labor  metrics.  Cross-
referencing  the  publication  dates  of  the
identified existentialist  xkcd comics with
the corresponding employment figures for
data  entry  keyers  in  Nebraska,  we
calculated  correlation  coefficients  while
resisting the temptation to delve into the
abyss of absurdity.

Furthermore, we performed a time series
analysis to discern any temporal nuances
in  the  relationship  between  the
aforementioned  variables.  This  involved

mapping  the  temporal  trends  of
existentialist  xkcd  comics  against  the
temporal fluctuations in the employment
numbers  of  data  entry  keyers  in
Nebraska,  unravelling  a  narrative  that
transcends mere statistical abstractions.

Limitations:

Despite  the  fervent  allure  of  this
unorthodox  endeavor,  certain  limitations
did  come  to  the  fore.  Firstly,  the
subjective  categorization of  xkcd comics
as  "existentialist"  may  be  subject  to
interpretation,  as  the  very  nature  of
existential  contemplation  dwells  within
the  purview  of  subjective  experience.
Additionally, the regional specificity of our
analysis,  focused  solely  on  Nebraska,
warrants  a  cautious  approach  in
extrapolating  the  findings  to  broader
geographical contexts.

In  summary,  our  methodology,  while
venturing  gallantly  into  the  realms  of
whimsical  juxtapositions  and  unlikely
pairings,  adhered  to  the  rigorous
principles  of  empirical  inquiry.  With  a
twinkle  in  our  eyes  and  a  nod  to  the
comicality of our pursuits, we engaged in
an  exploration  that  illumined  the
intersection of philosophical musings and
labor statistics, transcending the ordinary
with a touch of the extraordinary.

RESULTS

Upon  conducting  our  analysis,  we
discovered a striking correlation between
xkcd  comics  centered  on  existentialism
and the number of  data entry keyers in
Nebraska.  Our  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9560920  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9141118  indicate  a  strong  and
statistically  significant  relationship
between  these  two  seemingly  disparate
phenomena. The p-value being less than
0.01  further  solidifies  the  robustness  of
this correlation.

This unexpected correlation prompts us to
reconsider  the  traditional  understanding
of the influence of philosophical musings
on occupational trends. While one might
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initially raise an eyebrow at the notion of
a connection between existential  themes
and data entry employment in Nebraska,
our  findings  insist  that  such  humorous
juxtapositions  can  unearth  profound
insights.

The implications of this correlation are as
fascinating  as  they  are  whimsical.  It
beckons  us  to  consider  the  potential
influence of  existential  contemplation on
the  work  patterns  and  occupational
choices of individuals beyond what meets
the eye.  Could it  be that  pondering  the
absurdity of existence in the xkcd comics
somehow  influences  the  proclivity  for
administrative  tasks  in  the  Cornhusker
State?  While  we’re  not  suggesting  a
causative relationship, the correlation is a
compelling point of inquiry.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

We depict the substantial  correlation we
found  in  a  scatterplot,  as  illustrated  in
Figure  1.  The  figure  accentuates  the
strong  linear  relationship  between  the
variables, visually affirming the statistical
evidence of their connection.

In  conclusion,  our  research  underscores
the irreverent yet meaningful connections
that can be unearthed through seemingly
unconventional  inquiries.  While  the
correlation  between  xkcd  comics  on
existentialism  and  the  employment  of
data entry keyers in Nebraska may elicit a
chuckle,  it  also raises thought-provoking
questions  about  the  interplay  between
contemplative philosophy and the realities
of occupational trends.

Our findings not only widen the purview
of scholarly investigation but also serve as
a  gentle  reminder  that  within  the
labyrinth of data and statistics, there exist
moments  of  unexpected  humor  and
insight,  waiting  to  be  unravelled  by  the
discerning and open-minded researcher.

DISCUSSION

The  curious  correlation  unveiled  by  our
investigation  into  the  relationship
between  existential-themed  xkcd  comics
and the employment of data entry keyers
in  Nebraska  has  certainly  raised  some
eyebrows, perhaps even prompting a few
to  scratch  their  heads  in  bemusement.
However,  our  findings  bring  to  light  a
thought-provoking  realization  -  the
potential  influence  of  philosophical
contemplation  on  the  occupational
landscape.  While  our  inquiry  may  have
initially  seemed  lighthearted,  the
statistical  robustness  of  our  results
cannot be dismissed.

Taking a cue from the literature review,
particularly  our  contemplation  of  joke-
laden  grocery  receipts,  we  must
acknowledge  that  in  the  pursuit  of
knowledge,  even  the  most  unexpected
sources  can  offer  valuable  insights.  The
underlying  message  portrayed  through
Smith's  (2018)  exploration  of  existential
humor  shines  through,  urging  us  to
consider  the  possibility  of  subtle
influences  permeating  seemingly
unrelated  spheres.  Similarly,  the
nonchalant  musings  on  the  societal
impact  of  webcomic  consumption  put
forth by Doe (2020) find resonance in our
study, albeit in an unexpectedly whimsical
manner.

Our results stand as a testament to  the
unforeseen  interconnectedness  between
seemingly  disparate  realms.  Johnson's
(2021)  "Data  Entry  Demographics:  An
Atlas of Keystrokes" now takes on a new
light,  as our findings further underscore
the  mirthful  yet  substantial  connection
between  webcomic  ponderings  and  the
employment  dynamics  of  data  entry
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professionals.  Likewise,  Jones's  (2019)
"Existential  Dilemma:  Navigating  Life's
Absurdities"  gains  a  new  layer  of
relevance  within  the  context  of  our
research,  hinting at  the subtle influence
of  existential  contemplation  on  the
proclivities of  individuals in  their  choice
of vocation.

Figure 1, depicting the robust correlation
between  existential-themed  xkcd
publications and the employment of data
entry keyers, serves as a visual nod to the
unexpected  harmonization  of  these
seemingly  incongruous  entities.  This
visual  representation  reinforces  the
statistical significance of the correlation,
reminding  us  that  even  in  the  realm of
data  analysis,  there  exists  a  playful
synchrony waiting to be discovered.

In  conclusion,  our  investigation,  while
initially tinged with lighthearted curiosity,
has brought to the forefront a compelling
dialogue:  the  potential  impact  of
philosophical  musings  on  occupational
trends.  With a  gentle  reminder  that  the
pursuit of knowledge can be adorned with
moments  of  unexpected  humor  and
insight, we urge our esteemed colleagues
to approach our findings with a knowing
smile  and  an  appreciation  for  the
serendipitous  revelations  that  reside
within  the  enigmatic  web  of  statistical
correlations.

CONCLUSION

In closing, our study has shed light on the
rather unexpected but undeniably robust
correlation  between  xkcd  comics  on
existentialism  and  the  number  of  data
entry keyers in Nebraska. The statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  and  p-
value less than 0.01 served as a catalyst
for reevaluating the seemingly whimsical
and  comical  interplay  between
existentialist  musings  and  mundane
keystrokes.

This  inquiry  may  have  initially  raised  a
few  eyebrows  –  akin  to  a  perplexed
eyebrow  raise  upon  encountering  a

particularly puzzling xkcd strip – but our
findings beckon the academic community
to  consider  the  potential  cognitive  and
psychological  influences  of  existential
ponderings on the occupational choices of
individuals,  particularly  in  Nebraska.
While  we  are  not  suggesting  a  causal
relationship,  the  unexpected  statistical
connection  warrants  further
contemplation.

As we wrap up this  analysis,  we cannot
help  but  marvel  at  the  delightful
randomness  of  academic  inquiry.  The
correlations we uncover often mirror the
whimsical  and  unexpected  ways  of  life,
echoing  the  serendipitous  nature  of
stumbling  upon a  humorous  xkcd comic
that leaves one pondering the universe in
between chuckles.

Therefore,  we  assert  with  a  dash  of
whimsy and a wink to the academic world
that no further research in this particular
area  is  needed.  As  an  esteemed
researcher once quipped, "Sometimes the
best  discoveries  are  made  when  we're
looking for something else." And indeed,
in  the  case  of  our  research,  the
unexpected  correlation  between  xkcd
comics  and  data  entry  employment  in
Nebraska is a testament to the adage that
life,  much  like  academic  exploration,  is
often filled with delightful surprises if one
is open to seeing the humor and hidden
connections within the data.
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