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PROSTHETIC TECHNICIANS AND BUCCANEER
ATTRACTIONS: A STATISTICAL TALE OF AYE

PATCHES AND EYE PATCHES

Cameron Hoffman, Aaron Taylor, George P Todd

Global Innovation University

In this swashbuckling paper, we undertake a booty-ful investigation into the connection between the 
number of medical appliance technicians in Utah and pirate attacks globally. Avast ye! Using data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statista, we aimed to shed light on this curious correlation. 
Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.7023630 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning 
from 2009 to 2022. Yarr, the results not only shiver our timber but also provide a new perspective on 
the interplay between healthcare professions and maritime exploits. So, did the rise in peg legs lead 
to an upsurge in wooden ships? This study may just have you saying, "Arrr-thritis.

Ahoy,  mateys!  Thar be a tale to be told
that  brings  together  the  unlikely
companions of peg legs and skull caps. In
this  paper,  we  embark  on  a  statistical
journey  to  uncover  the  potential  link
between the number of medical appliance
technicians in Utah and the incidence of
pirate  attacks  worldwide.  Avast,  and
prepare to be enlightened as we navigate
the  choppy  waters  of  data  analysis  and
plunder  the  depths  of  correlation
coefficients.

It is a common belief that the practice of
medicine  and  the  high  seas  do  not
intersect,  but  a  curious  question  has
emerged  from  the  mist:  can  the
availability  of  medical  appliance
technicians—you  know,  those  savvy
individuals skilled in crafting peg legs and
hooks—actually influence the activities of
buccaneers worldwide?  Aye,  that be the
question we aim to answer!

Now, as we delve into this subject, I must
warn you that this topic is not for the faint
of  heart.  But fear not!  We have charted

our  course  with  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  and  Statista  as  our  trusty
navigational tools. From the years 2009 to
2022, we analyzed the number of medical
appliance  technicians  in  Utah  and  the
occurrence  of  pirate  attacks  across  the
globe.  And let  me tell  you,  the  findings
are as surprising as finding an extra eye
under a pirate's eyepatch.

In the words of a wise old sea dog, "What
is  a  pirate's  favorite  subject  in  school?
Arrrrrt!" Much like the cleverness of that
joke,  our  study  aims  to  unravel  the
mystery behind the correlation coefficient
of 0.7023630 and an eye-catching p-value
of  less  than  0.01.  This  statistical
conjunction hints at a relationship that is
as  captivating  as  a  mermaid's  song,
challenging  conventional  notions  and
sparking curiosity among landlubbers and
seafarers alike.

So weigh anchor, don your thinking caps,
and  let  us  set  sail  on  this  statistical
voyage to discover if the rise of medical
appliance technicians in Utah has indeed
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had an impact on the maritime escapades
of  pirates across the seven seas.  For as
the saying goes, "Why did the pirate go to
school?  To  improve  his  arrrrithmetic!"
And improve our  arrrrithmetic  we shall,
as  we unravel  the statistical  tale  of  aye
patches  and  eye  patches.  Eureka,  the
treasure of knowledge awaits!

LITERATURE REVIEW

     The  literature  on  the  connection
between the number of medical appliance
technicians in Utah and the occurrence of
pirate  attacks  globally  is  sparse,  to  say
the least.  However,  the few studies that
do exist shed some light on this curious
correlation.  In  "The  Journal  of  Maritime
Medicine,"  Smith  and  Doe  investigated
the  influence  of  medical  appliance
technicians on the frequency of peg legs
and  other  prosthetic  devices  used  by
pirates.  The  authors  find  lorem  and
ipsum,  revealing  a  positive  association
between  the  availability  of  medical
appliance technicians and the prevalence
of prosthetic usage among buccaneers.

     Now, onto the more... unconventional
sources.  In  "Treasure  Island  Economy:
The  Economic  Structure  and  Strategic
Positioning  of  Fictional  Pirates,"  Jones
delves  into  the  economic  activities  of
pirates  and  their  reliance  on  medical
technologies. While this may seem like a
stretch,  the  author  presents  compelling
evidence  that  fictional  pirates,  such  as
Long  John  Silver,  would  have  greatly
benefited  from  the  expertise  of  medical
appliance technicians.

     Moving on to books that set sail into
the  realm of  fiction,  "Pirate  Prosthetics:
Myths  and  Realities"  by  Blackbeard  the
Bard  offers  a  whimsical  but  somewhat
informative  take  on  the  influence  of
medical  appliance  technicians  on  pirate
culture.  The  author  ventures  into  the
realm  of  sea  shanties  and  tall  tales,
providing  anecdotal  evidence  to  support
the  notion  that  the  presence  of  skilled
medical professionals may have impacted
the lives of pirates.

     And  now,  for  a  more  buoyant
perspective,  a  study  published  in
"SpongeBob  SquarePants  and  Seafaring
Science Quarterly" explores the potential
impact  of  medical  appliance  technicians
on  the  adventures  of  our  favorite
underwater pirates, the Flying Dutchman
and his crew. While this source may seem
out  of  place,  the  analysis  of  fictional
pirate characters adds a layer of whimsy
to the investigation, offering insights into
how the portrayal of pirates in children's
media  may  have  influenced  societal
perceptions  of  medical  advancements  in
the high seas.

     In  "The  Muppet  Pirates  of  the
Caribbean: An Analysis of Swashbuckling
Statistics,"  Kermit  and  company  delve
into  the  statistical  analysis  of  pirate
activities  while  maintaining  their
signature humor and charm. Although a
less conventional source, this exploration
provides  a  lighthearted  yet  surprisingly
insightful look into the potential impact of
medical  appliance  technicians  on  the
whimsical world of Muppet pirates.

     Ahoy there! Now that we've navigated
through  the  somewhat  unorthodox
literature on this topic, let's dive into the
statistical analyses and observations that
emerge from this unconventional mash-up
of  medical  professions  and  maritime
escapades.  Just  remember,  "What's  a
pirate's favorite data point? The arrrrr-2
value!"

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  curious  connection
between the number of medical appliance
technicians  in  Utah  and  pirate  attacks
globally, our research team embarked on
a  data-driven  odyssey.  Our  first  step  in
this swashbuckling endeavor was to scour
the high seas of the internet in search of
relevant  information.  We  cast  our  nets
wide,  capturing  data  from  various
sources,  including  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics and Statista, as our compasses
guiding the way.
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Our data collection spanned from 2009 to
2022,  capturing  a  range  of  years  to
provide  a  comprehensive  view  of  the
phenomenon at  hand.  We gathered data
on  the  number  of  medical  appliance
technicians in Utah and the occurrence of
pirate  attacks  worldwide,  aiming  to
create a treasure trove of information for
our statistical analysis. 

Arrr you ready for a dad joke? "Why don't
pirates  shower  before  they  walk  the
plank?  Because  they'll  just  wash  up  on
shore later!" Speaking of planks, our data
analysis  involved  a  series  of  rigorous
statistical  methods,  including correlation
analysis  and  regression  modeling.  We
calculated  the  correlation  coefficient
between the two variables to measure the
strength and direction of the association. 

Our  regression  modeling,  akin  to
navigating through a storm, allowed us to
explore  the  relationship  between  the
number of medical appliance technicians
in  Utah  and  the  frequency  of  pirate
attacks on a global scale. We threw in a
good  measure  of  robustness  checks  to
ensure that our findings were as sturdy as
a pirate ship's hull in a tempest.

Furthermore,  we  made  use  of
sophisticated  techniques  to  control  for
potential confounding variables, ensuring
that our findings weren't just blowing in
the wind like a tattered Jolly Roger. With
our methodological cannons fully loaded,
we aimed to uncover a relationship that
would stand up to the scrutiny of the salty
statisticians of yore.

In  the  immortal  words  of  a  legendary
maritime comedian,  "Why did the pirate
break  up  with  his  parrot?  It  kept
squawking  about  buried  treasure!"  Our
methodology, much like a hidden treasure
chest waiting to be discovered, aimed to
dig  deep  into  the  data  to  unearth  the
hidden  gems  of  insight,  all  while
sprinkling  a  few  lighthearted  moments
along the way.

RESULTS

The  data  analysis  conducted  for  the
period of 2009 to 2022 revealed a strong
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7023630
between the number of medical appliance
technicians in Utah and the occurrence of
pirate  attacks  globally.  This  substantial
correlation  suggests  a  notable
relationship  between  the  two  variables,
leaving us less at sea and more in awe of
this unexpected connection.

The r-squared value of 0.4933138 further
corroborates  the  strength  of  this
correlation, indicating that approximately
49.33% of the variability in pirate attacks
can  be  explained  by  the  number  of
medical appliance technicians in Utah. It
seems  there  is  indeed  more  to  these
statistics  than  meets  the  eye  –  or  the
eyepatch, as the case may be.

In line  with our  findings,  the p-value  of
less  than  0.01  provides  compelling
evidence  to  support  the  significance  of
the relationship between these seemingly
disparate  entities.  It  appears  that  the
impact  of  medical  appliance  technicians
on the swashbuckling activities of pirates
transcends mere coincidence, leading to a
statistical revelation that is as surprising
as finding a treasure map in a bottle of
rum.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig.  1  presents  a  scatterplot  visualizing
the  pronounced correlation  between the
number of medical appliance technicians
in Utah and pirate attacks globally.  This
graphical  representation  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  robustness  of  our

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



findings, as well as a gentle reminder that
even  the  most  unconventional  pairings
can yield meaningful statistical insight.

In  the  immortal  words  of  a  seasoned
buccaneer,  "Why  don't  pirates  shower
before  they  walk  the  plank?  Because
they'll just wash up on shore later!" Our
research  endeavors  to  navigate  through
uncharted  statistical  waters,  revealing
unexpected  connections  and  shedding
light on the intricate relationship between
healthcare  professions  and  maritime
activity. This statistical tale of aye patches
and  eye  patches  not  only  broadens  our
understanding but also injects a healthy
dose  of  humor  into  the  often-serious
world  of  academic  research.  After  all,
what's a research paper without a bit of
wit and whimsy? Set sail for knowledge,
and  may  the  winds  of  statistical
significance be ever in your favor!

DISCUSSION

Our  investigation  into  the  intriguing
juxtaposition  of  medical  appliance
technicians  in  Utah  and  global  pirate
attacks  has  yielded  compelling  results
that not only support but also underscore
the  prior  research  on  this  enigmatic
correlation.  The  substantial  correlation
coefficient  of  0.7023630  and  the
associated  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provide  statistical  validity  to  the
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unconnected variables. It seems that the
presence of medical appliance technicians
may indeed have a significant impact on
the  frequency  of  pirate  activities
worldwide, prompting us to ponder, "Did
the  steep  increase  in  peg  legs
significantly  contribute  to  the  spike  in
maritime plundering?"

In  support  of  the  prior  literature,  our
findings align with the work of Smith and
Doe,  who  explored  the  influence  of
medical  appliance  technicians  on  the
utilization  of  prosthetic  devices  among
buccaneers.  Much  like  a  well-placed
cannonball  shot,  our  study  confirms  a
positive  association  between  the

availability  of  medical  appliance
technicians  and  the  prevalence  of
prosthetic usage, lending credence to the
notion that these healthcare professionals
play a pivotal role in shaping the lives and
limbs of pirates across the seven seas.

Similarly, our results echo the whimsical
but  informative  insights  provided  by
Blackbeard  the  Bard  in  "Pirate
Prosthetics:  Myths  and  Realities."  While
the author's work may sit squarely in the
realm of  sea shanties and tall  tales,  the
correlation  we  have  unearthed
underscores  the  potential  impact  of
skilled medical professionals on the daily
exploits  of  pirates,  reminding  us  that
sometimes truth is stranger than fiction,
or at the very least, as wacky as a parrot
wearing an eyepatch.

The  substantial  r-squared  value  of
0.4933138 further bolsters the robustness
of  this  correlation,  revealing that  nearly
half of the variability in pirate attacks can
be elucidated by the presence of medical
appliance  technicians  in  the  landlocked
state of Utah. It appears that the impact
of these healthcare providers transcends
geographical  bounds  and  resonates
across  the  vast  expanse  of  the  pirate-
infested waters, much like the echoes of a
hearty "yo-ho-ho" in a secluded cove.

Our  findings  not  only  lend  statistical
credence  to  the  notion  that  medical
appliance technicians play a pivotal role
in the lives of pirates but also provide a
fresh  perspective  on  the  interplay
between  healthcare  professions  and
maritime escapades.  This  statistical  tale
of aye patches and eye patches not only
broadens  our  understanding  of  these
incongruous but interconnected domains
but also injects a healthy dose of humor
into the often-serious world of academic
research.  After  all,  what's  a  research
paper without a bit of wit and whimsy? As
we hang up our proverbial eyepatch and
chart  a  course  for  future  investigations,
we  can't  help  but  chuckle  at  the
unexpected  twists  and  turns  that  this
statistical odyssey has brought to light.
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A  bit  of  humor  helps  in  presenting
research, doesn't it? It's like a peg leg – it
might  seem out  of  place  at  first,  but  it
ultimately  supports  the  weight  of  the
entire ship!

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our statistical investigation
into the correlation between the number
of medical appliance technicians in Utah
and  pirate  attacks  globally  has  yielded
intriguing results. The strong correlation
coefficient  of  0.7023630  and  the  r-
squared value of 0.4933138 underscore a
robust  relationship  between  these
seemingly  distinct  variables.  This
unexpected  association  between
healthcare  professionals  and  maritime
exploits  has  been  a  source  of  both
fascination and amusement, prompting us
to  ponder  the  phrase,  "What  did  the
pirate  say  on  his  80th  birthday?  Aye
matey!"  The  statistically  significant  p-
value of  less than 0.01 further  solidifies
the  remarkable  connection  we've
uncovered,  leaving  us  brimming  with
curiosity and a touch of mirth.

Our  findings  challenge  conventional
wisdom and emphasize the importance of
exploring  unconventional  statistical
relationships. Like a witty parrot perched
on  a  pirate's  shoulder,  this  research
injects  humor  and  levity  into  the  often
solemn  realm  of  empirical  inquiry,
reminding us that statistical analysis can,
indeed,  be an adventure.  As we set  sail
into uncharted statistical waters, we find
ourselves  echoing  the  sentiments  of  a
seasoned  mariner:  "What's  a  pirate's
favorite  type  of  exercise?  The  plank!"
Indeed, our research has afforded us the
opportunity  to  exercise  our  analytical
capabilities in deciphering the mysteries
of this unexpected correlation, while also
indulging in the occasional pun.

In light of these compelling findings, we
assert  that  no  further  research  is
warranted in this area. Our study stands
as a testament to the captivating nature
of  statistical  inquiry  and  serves  as  a

reminder  that  even  the  most  curious  of
correlations  can  harbor  meaningful
insights.  To  quote  a  merry  buccaneer,
"What's  a  pirate's  least  favorite  letter?
Dear Sir/Madam, we are writing to inform
you that your latest check has bounced."
With  a  hearty  chuckle  and  a  newfound
appreciation for statistical whimsy, we bid
adieu to this statistical tale of aye patches
and  eye  patches,  with  a  newfound
appreciation  for  the  unexpected
connections  that  statistical  analysis  can
unveil.
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