
Global Innovation University 2024; 99: 325–343
doi 18f.7315a/2521k1349e2572

Review

Cooking Up Debt: The Relationship Between Culinary, 
Entertainment, and Personal Services Associate Degrees and the 
Number of Bill Collectors in California

Charlotte Harrison, Alexander Travis, George P Tillman

Global Innovation University

The  correlation  between  the  number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and  the
awarding of Associates degrees in Culinary, Entertainment, and Personal Services
has  been  a  pressing  matter  that  has  simmered  on  the  backburner  of  academic
inquiry for far too long. In this research paper, we conduct a thorough investigation
into the spicy connection between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Utilizing
data from the National Center for Education Statistics and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, we stir together a potent analysis and season it with a dash of statistics to
uncover a correlation coefficient of 0.9666196 and an eye-catching p-value of less
than 0.01 for the period spanning from 2011 to 2021. Our findings reveal a strong
positive  relationship  between  the  number of  bill  collectors  prowling  the  Golden
State  and  the  influx  of  Associate  degrees  in  the  fields  of  all  things  culinary,
entertaining,  and  personal.  Furthermore,  we  pepper  our  results  with  quirky
observations  and  lighthearted  puns  to  present  a  palatable  exploration  of  this
unusual relationship. So, buckle up and get ready to savor the saucy insights we
uncover into how the world of food, fun, and personal services spills over into the
world of debt collection.

Ladies and gentlemen, grab your aprons and
sharpen your knives because we are about to
embark  on a  culinary  journey  through the
seemingly unrelated world of bill collectors
in California. While I assure you this is no
half-baked  study,  we  can't  help  but
recognize the delicious irony in connecting
the  art  of  cooking  and  entertainment  with
the less savory pursuit of debt collection.

As  we  embark  on  this  gastronomic
adventure, it's important to acknowledge the
spicy nature of our research topic. After all,
who would have thought that the sizzle of a
frying  pan  and  the  clinking  of  cocktail
glasses could have anything to do with the
persistent  ringing  of  collectors  seeking
overdue payments? But as we dig in and get
to  the  meat  of  the  matter,  the  tantalizing

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



aroma of data begins to waft through the air,
enlightening us to the unexpected flavors of
this investigation.

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  statistics  and
research dance like strawberries and cream,
blending  together  in  a  harmonious
concoction of inquiry and evidence. We dive
into  this  delectable  blend  armed  with  the
tantalizing data from the National Center for
Education Statistics and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.  The sizzle is  palpable as we stir
the  pot  of  analysis  and  sprinkle  in  a
generous  pinch  of  statistical  seasoning,
uncovering a correlation coefficient as hot as
a scotch bonnet pepper and a p-value as rare
as a truffle.

As we delve into our findings, it is evident
that the connection between the number of
bill collectors in California and the awarding
of Associate degrees in the fields of culinary,
entertainment, and personal services is more
than  just  a  coincidental  pairing;  it's  the
perfect  recipe  for  a  thought-provoking
academic  feast.  Our  data  reveals  a  robust
positive relationship that is enough to leave
your taste buds tingling and wondering what
peculiar ingredients have woven this curious
tapestry.

So,  dear  reader,  fasten  your  seatbelts  and
prepare  to  indulge  in  a  mouthwatering
exploration of the enthralling link between
food,  fun,  and  personal  services,  and  the
surprising ripple effect it has on the world of
debt collection. This paper promises to serve
up  a  unique  blend  of  analysis,  wit,  and
whimsy,  providing  you  with  a  rich  and
flavorful  understanding  of  this  seemingly
unrelated  correlation.  As  we  say  in  the
culinary world, bon appétit!

Prior research

To  fully  digest  the  unprecedented
connection  between  the  accumulation  of
Associates  degrees  in  Culinary,
Entertainment,  and  Personal  Services  and
the  emergence  of  bill  collectors  in
California, our academic culinary adventure
delves  deep  into  the  literature  to  gather  a
feast  of  knowledge.  We  begin  with  the
works  of  esteemed  researchers  such  as
Smith,  Doe,  and  Jones,  whose  serious
scholarly investigations set the table for our
own lighthearted exploration.

In  "The  Culinary  Chronicles,"  Smith
examines the rise of culinary education and
its impact on the labor market. Meanwhile,
Doe's  comprehensive  study,  "Entertaining
Economics,"  offers  insights  into  the
economic  implications  of  entertainment
education  in  the  modern  world.  Finally,
Jones,  in  the  seminal  work  "The  Personal
Puzzle,"  sheds  light  on the significance of
personal services degrees in shaping diverse
career paths.

However,  as  we  feast  our  intellectual
appetites  upon  these  substantial
contributions,  we  cannot  help  but  be
tempted  by  the  aroma  of  more
unconventional sources that add a touch of
spice to our inquiry. Books such as "The Art
of Debt Collection" and "Bills, Thrills, and
Spills: A Tale of Financial Drama" tantalize
the scholarly palate with their titles hinting
at  a  connection  between  our  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  Nevertheless,  let  us
not  overlook  the  fictitious  but  intriguing
"Cooking  up  Bills:  Recipes  for  Debt
Collection  Success"  and  "Entertaining
Debtors:  The  Art  of  Persuasion  and
Payment."  While  make-believe,  these
colorful  titles serve to  tickle  our academic
taste  buds  with  their  playful  nod  to  our
research topic.
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Moreover, in our pursuit of knowledge, we
encountered social media posts that seemed
to echo the resonance between these curious
subjects.  One  Twitter  user  humorously
quipped,  "Who  would  have  thought  that
whipping  up soufflés  and chasing  overdue
payments could have anything in common?
#DebtCulinaryArtsConnection." Meanwhile,
a Facebook group discussion delved into the
peculiar  relationship  between  the
entertainment  industry  and  financial
pursuits,  sparking  both  intrigue  and
unexpected amusement.

As  we  chew  on  this  array  of  sources,  it
becomes abundantly clear that the delicious
dish  of  scholarly  inquiry  is  not  complete
without a dash of jest and joviality. With the
literary  table  set  and  laden  with  an
assortment  of  curious  contributions,  we
eagerly  anticipate  the  main  course  of  our
study, ready to uncover the savory secrets of
this unexpected correlation.

Approach

To  uncover  the  tantalizingly  tangy
connection between the influx of Culinary,
Entertainment,  and  Personal  Services
Associate degrees and the surging number of
bill collectors in California, we employed a
research  methodology  as  intricate  and
layered as a perfectly crafted tiramisu. Our
approach  blended  various  data  collection
techniques  and  statistical  analyses  like
master  chefs  weaving  together  a  complex
recipe.

Firstly,  we  scooped  up  data  from  the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics
(NCES) with the precision of a pastry chef
using a melon baller, extracting information
on the number of Associate degrees awarded
in  culinary,  entertainment,  and  personal

services  between 2011 and 2021.  We then
whisked in data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) to garnish our dataset with
the employment figures for bill collectors in
California over the same period – ensuring
that we had all the necessary ingredients for
a flavorsome analysis.

Next,  we  created  a  “data  soufflé”  by
meticulously  arranging  and  organizing  our
findings,  akin  to  the  art  of  layering  the
delicate  flavors  in  a  multi-tiered  wedding
cake.  Our  analysis  involved  concocting
graphs and charts  to  visually  represent  the
trends and fluctuations in the number of bill
collectors  alongside  the  increase  in
Associate degrees across the targeted fields.
We  then  seasoned  our  analysis  with
statistical  tools,  including  correlation
coefficients  and  regression  analyses,  to
gauge  the  strength  and  significance  of  the
relationship between our variables.

Now, here's  where the plot  thickens like a
well-reduced sauce. We employed a method
called  “Debt-to-Deliciousness  Index,”  a
tongue-in-cheek  way  of  quantifying  the
interplay  between  the  culinary,
entertainment, and personal services sectors
with  the  less  glamorous  world  of  debt
collection.  This  involved  creating  a
composite  index  that  synthesized  the
prevalence of these Associate degrees with
the  employment  rates  of  bill  collectors,
resulting  in  a  delectably  quirky  metric  to
encapsulate the essence of our study.

Finally, we indulged in a rigorous sensitivity
analysis, akin to meticulously adjusting the
balance  of  flavors  in  a  complex  dish,  to
ensure the robustness and reliability of our
findings.  This  involved testing  our  models
under  different  scenarios  and  parameters,
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much like tasting a dish with varying spice
levels to ensure its universal appeal.

So,  dear  reader,  with  our  culinary-themed
methodology laid out on the research table,
we invite you to savor the rich complexities
of  our  approach  and  the  spicy,  at  times
bittersweet,  insights  it  unfurls.  Just  as  the
most  intricate  dishes  require  a  blend  of
artistry  and  precision,  our  methodology
emulates  the  same  blend  of  creativity  and
exactitude in uncovering the surprising link
between  culinary  pursuits  and  debt
collection  endeavors  in  the  Golden  State.
Cheers  to  a  research  study  spiced  with
methodological flair!

Results

Whip out your aprons and spatulas, because
the  results  of  our  mouthwatering  research
have emerged from the oven! Our analysis
of the period from 2011 to 2021 revealed a
piping  hot  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9666196,  indicating  a  hearty  positive
relationship  between  the  number  of  bill
collectors in California and the conferring of
Associate degrees in the appetizing fields of
culinary,  entertainment,  and  personal
services.  This  strong  association  was
simmering  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9343535, making it as robust as a perfectly
seasoned stew.

In  Fig.  1,  our  scatterplot  beautifully
showcases  this  tantalizing  correlation,
giving you a visual feast for your eyes. The
data points are so closely packed, you might
think  they  were  vying  for  a  spot  in  a
Michelin-starred restaurant!

Our statistical analysis uncovered a p-value
of  less  than  0.01,  indicating  that  the
relationship we uncovered was no statistical

fluke.  It  appears  that  the  culinary,
entertainment,  and  personal  services
industries  are  serving  up  more  than  just
delectable  cuisine  and  captivating
performances;  they  are  also  dishing  out
Associate  degrees  that  have  a  spicy  side
effect on the world of bill collectors.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  unexpected  relationship  between  the
world of flavors and entertainment with the
less savory world of debt collection reminds
us  that  in  the  pot  of  research,  the  most
unexpected ingredients can create the most
sensational flavors.  Our findings provide a
thought-provoking  exploration  of  this
unusual bond, leaving our palates of inquiry
intrigued and cravings satisfied. Who would
have thought  that  the  aroma of  a  gourmet
meal  and  the  sound  of  a  captivating
performance could have more to them than
meets the eye? Our results suggest that there
might be more to chew on when it comes to
the landscape of debt collection in California
than meets the fork!

In  conclusion,  this  research  serves  up  a
potent concoction of insights, seasoned with
a pinch of humor and seasoned with a dash
of  statistical  sass,  to  provide  you  with  a
flavorful  understanding  of  the  surprising
connection between the world of food, fun,
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and personal services and the world of debt
collection.  So, sit  back,  loosen your belt  a
notch,  and  savor  the  unique  flavor  of  our
findings!

Discussion of findings

Who would have thought  that  the culinary
and entertainment  industries,  renowned for
their  delightful  creations  and  captivating
performances,  could  also  have  a  hand  in
conjuring up bill collectors? Our study not
only  confirms  the  findings  of  previous
research, but it also adds a touch of whimsy
to the scrumptious correlation between the
conferral of Associate degrees in the fields
of  culinary,  entertainment,  and  personal
services  and  the  proliferation  of  bill
collectors in California.

Taking a leap from the literary trampoline of
prior  research,  we  landed  squarely  in  the
soufflé  of  significant  correlation,  as  our  r-
squared  value  of  0.9343535  can  attest.  It
seems that as the number of esteemed chefs
and talented entertainers  emerges  from the
hallowed halls of associate degree programs,
so too does the army of bill collectors, ready
to pursue overdue payments with the same
fervor  as  a  chef  perfecting  their  signature
dish.

Our results supported the flavorfully serious
works  of  Smith,  whose  "Culinary
Chronicles"  laid  the  groundwork  for  this
tantalizing investigation. It appears that the
rise  of  culinary  education  indeed  stirs  the
labor  market  pot,  serving  up  not  only
delectable  cuisine  but  also  a  side  dish  of
debt collection.  The economic implications
of  entertainment  education,  as  illuminated
by  Doe's  "Entertaining  Economics,"  also
seem  to  include  a  surprising  dash  of  bill
collecting.  As  for  the  significance  of

personal  services  degrees  illuminated  by
Jones,  it  seems  there  is  more  to  that
particular  puzzle  than  meets  the  eye,  with
bill collectors lurking in the shadows, ready
to  puzzle  over  overdue payments  with  the
same  dedication  as  a  skilled  personal
services professional.

In  addition  to  the  serious  scholarly
contributions,  our  unconventional  sources
sprinkled  a  hint  of  spice  and  a  pinch  of
humor  into  the  mix.  Who  could  have
guessed that the fictitious "Cooking up Bills:
Recipes  for  Debt  Collection  Success"  and
"Entertaining  Debtors:  The  Art  of
Persuasion and Payment" would serve as a
lighthearted appetizer to our own surprising
findings?  Like  a  playful  garnish  on  a
gourmet meal, these sources added a dash of
whimsy  and  reinforced  our  findings  with
their unexpected resonance.

Our  tongue-in-cheek  social  media
encounters,  such as the Twitter  user's  quip
about  the  #DebtCulinaryArtsConnection,
added  a  pop  of  flavor  to  the  scholarly
discourse, reminding us that even the most
serious topics can benefit from a sprinkle of
levity.

In conclusion, our research has uncovered a
savory  relationship  that  challenges
traditional  academic  sensibilities.  The
smorgasbord  of  evidence  presented  here
suggests that the deeply intertwined worlds
of  food, fun,  and personal  services have a
surprising impact on the nuanced landscape
of  debt  collection  in  California.  Our study
provides a richly flavored exploration of this
unusual  bond,  leaving  our  intellectual
appetites  intrigued  and  our  scholarly
cravings  satisfied.  We  invite  fellow
researchers to join us at the table, to carve
up  this  rich,  aromatic,  and  perhaps
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unexpected,  connection.  So,  ladies  and
gentlemen, let’s raise a fork – or a data point
– to the quirky and appetizing results of our
research!

Conclusion

In  the  grand  feast  of  research,  our
investigation has conjured a spicy revelation
- the unexpected bond between the world of
culinary,  entertainment,  and  personal
services and the ever-expanding army of bill
collectors  in  California.  As  we  digest  our
findings, it's apparent that this correlation is
no  mere  statistical  soufflé;  it's  a  gourmet
delight for the mind.

While some might dismiss this relationship
as  half-baked  or  hard  to  swallow,  the
sizzling correlation coefficient of 0.9666196
and a p-value as rare as white truffles cast a
tantalizing light  on the intriguing world of
debt  collection.  This  research  serves  up  a
bold blend of numerical morsels, skewered
with lighthearted puns and seasoned with a
sprinkling of statistical sass.

So,  as  the  final  dish  is  served,  we  firmly
assert that no further research is warranted
in  this  culinary  exploration  of  the  debt
collection landscape. It seems we've savored
every last bite of this flavorful investigation,
leaving us with a belly full of insights and a
healthy appetite for the unpredictable flavors
of academic inquiry. Bon appétit!
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