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Abstract

As the saying goes, "If I had a nickel for every Mason I've
met, I'd have enough for a UFO ride to Montana." In this
groundbreaking  study,  we  ventured  beyond  the
stratosphere  to  investigate  the  enigmatic  relationship
between the popularity of the first name Mason and the
frequency of  UFO sightings  in  the  sprawling  plains  of
Montana.  Leveraging data from the US Social  Security
Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center,
our  research  unveiled  a  jaw-dropping  correlation
coefficient of 0.9248687, with a statistically significant p-
value of less than 0.01, spanning the years 1975 to 2021.
Our findings beg the question: is there a celestial message
embedded within the alluring appeal of the name Mason,
or  are  our  extraterrestrial  visitors  simply  drawn  to  the
majestic beauty of Montana's celestial theater? Join us as
we embark on a cosmic voyage, where statistical analysis
meets otherworldly intrigue, and where the charm of the
name Mason intersects with the unexplained phenomena
that beckon from the uncharted skies.

1. Introduction

The enigmatic allure of the cosmos has captivated
the human imagination for millennia, inspiring both
profound philosophical inquiry and an abundance of
far-fetched  conspiracy  theories.  Among  the  latter,
one of the  more peculiar  hypotheses to  emerge in
recent  years  suggests  a  perplexing  connection
between the popularity of the first name Mason and
the frequency of UFO sightings in the vast expanse
of  Montana.  While  this  correlation  may  initially
seem  as  improbable  as  finding  a  UFO-shaped
haystack in  a  celestial  needle-stack,  our  study has
delved into the depths of this intriguing phenomenon
to  shed  light  on  the  cosmic  interplay  between
nomenclature and otherworldly visitations.

The origins of this  peculiar  line of inquiry can be
traced  back  to  a  chance  encounter  at  a  UFO
enthusiasts' convention, where a passionate group of
stargazers  proposed  a  whimsical  theory:  that  the
exponential  rise  in  reported  UFO  sightings  in
Montana mirrored the ascent of the name Mason in
the United States. Initially met with a healthy dose
of skepticism and a few good-natured eye rolls, this
idea soon piqued the curiosity of our research team.
After all, the universe is a vast and wondrous place,
filled  with  mysteries  both  grand  and  minute.  The
notion that  something as  seemingly mundane as  a
popular  first  name  could  share  an  inexplicable
connection  with  extraterrestrial  phenomena  was
simply too tantalizing to dismiss without  thorough
investigation. Thus, armed with statistical rigor and
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an  ample  supply  of  caffeinated  beverages,  we
embarked on a journey to explore the Mason-UFO
connection  within  the  open  skies  of  Big  Sky
Country.

As we delved into the annals of birth registers and
UFO sighting reports, we couldn't help but marvel at
the  peculiar  parallels  and curiosities  that  emerged.
The statistical  dance between the ebb and flow of
Masons and the unexplained flickers  in  Montana's
night skies beckoned us like a cosmic tango, leading
us  to  unravel  the  intricate  steps  of  this  celestial
ballet. And so, armed with data and a healthy dose of
wonder, we present our findings, hoping to not only
contribute  to  the  scientific  understanding  of  this
cosmic  conundrum  but  also  to  share  a  few
lighthearted chuckles along the way.

Prepare to embark on a journey that transcends the
boundaries of conventional research. Join us as we
navigate the peculiar landscape where the terrestrial
meets the extraterrestrial, where data analysis meets
unabashed curiosity, and where the sheer absurdity
of  this  endeavor  is  outmatched  only  by  the
unyielding  determination  to  uncover  the  truth,  no
matter how otherworldly it may seem. So buckle up,
fellow  travelers,  as  we  venture  into  the  cosmic
unknown to uncover the uncanny link between the
name Mason and the enigmatic dance of UFOs in
Montana's celestial theater.

2. Literature Review

In  the  pursuit  of  unraveling  the  enthralling  nexus
between  the  eponymous  moniker  'Mason'  and  the
apparitions  of  extraterrestrial  visitations  in  the
panoramic state of Montana, we turn our gaze to the
existing  literature.  At  the  onset  of  our  academic
odyssey,  we  encountered  foundational  studies  by
esteemed  scholars,  such  as  Smith  and  Doe,  that
provided  insightful  analyses  of  name  popularity
trends  and  anomalous  phenomena.  Smith,  in
"Celestial  Connections:  Exploring Name Signifiers
in  Interstellar  Encounters,"  posits  correlations
between  terrestrial  monikers  and  cosmic
communications,  shedding  light  on  the  uncanny
interplay  of  nomenclature  in  the  celestial  domain.
Meanwhile,  Doe,  in  "UFOs  Unearthed:  An
Examination  of  Spatial  Patterns  in  Unidentified
Aerial Observations," presents compelling evidence

of regional clusters in UFO sightings, a testament to
the intricate geography of otherworldly incursions.

Moving beyond the traditional confines of academia,
we delved into non-fictional works that traversed the
intersection of cosmic mysteries and human intrigue.
Titles  such  as  Chris  A.  Rutkowski's  "When  They
Appeared:  Close  Encounters  of  the  First  Name
Kind" and Linda Zimmermann's "Mason:  A Name
Written  Among  the  Stars"  illuminated  the  curious
symbiosis  between  terrestrial  appellations  and
celestial  apparitions,  providing  an  eccentric  yet
captivating backdrop to our inquiry.

Venturing  further  into  the  realms  of  speculative
fiction,  we  stumbled  upon  narratives  that,  while
rooted in imaginative realms, echoed peculiar echoes
of  our  own  cosmic  quest.  Philip  K.  Dick's  "The
Celestial  Mason  Chronicles"  and  Douglas  Adams'
"The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  UFO  Hotspots"
offered  whimsical  narratives  that  playfully  toyed
with the notion of cosmic coincidences, concocting
surreal and outlandish scenarios that resonated with
the mirthful absurdity of our own examination.

As  our  pursuit  of  knowledge  meandered  into
unconventional  channels,  we  found  ourselves
immersed in unorthodox sources of inspiration. The
succinct  yet  enigmatic  descriptions  adorning  the
backs  of  shampoo  bottles  offered  unexpected
insights into the quirks of nomenclature, prompting
introspective chuckles and raising eyebrow arches in
equal measure. After all,  who could have foreseen
the potential cosmic implications of herbal essences
or volumizing serums?

Amidst  the  wealth  of  literature,  from  scholarly
treatises  to  whimsical  works  of  fiction  and  the
unlikeliest  of  sources,  our  understanding  of  the
Mason-UFO  enigma  expanded,  unfurling  like  an
otherworldly tapestry woven with threads of cosmic
intrigue and unapologetic whimsy. Thus, armed with
a bouquet of knowledge plucked from the orchard of
unpredictability, we continue our expedition into the
celestial  unknown,  navigating  the  stars  and  the
statistical  anomalies  with  equal  parts  rigor  and
levity.

3. Methodology
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To  investigate  the  seemingly  cosmic  connection
between the prevalence of the first name Mason and
the incidence of unidentified flying objects (UFOs)
in  the  expanses  of  Montana,  our  research  team
employed  a  multifaceted  approach  that  combined
statistical  analysis with a healthy dose of  whimsy.
Drawing  on  data  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration's records of popular baby names and
the National UFO Reporting Center's repository of
otherworldly sightings, we navigated through a sea
of  data  points,  like  intrepid  sailors  braving  the
tempestuous waters of statistical inquiry.

First,  we  combed  through  decades  of  baby  name
records, keeping a keen eye out for the telltale waves
of  Masons  making  their  way  into  the  world.  We
tallied  each  occurrence  of  the  name,  tracking  its
meteoric rise to prominence and its lingering echoes
in  the  tapestry  of  American  nomenclature.  This
endeavor felt akin to being entrusted with the duty of
counting the stars in the sky while knowing full well
that our efforts would merely scratch the surface of
an unfathomable celestial expanse.

Simultaneously, we delved into the mysterious world
of  UFO  sightings,  parsing  through  reports  that
spanned the vast reaches of the Big Sky State. Each
sighting  became  a  breadcrumb  in  the  ethereal
wilderness,  guiding  us  through  the  labyrinthine
pathways of  anomalous  encounters  with  that  most
enigmatic of phenomena:  the UFO. We coded and
categorized these sightings, creating a constellation
of  data  points  that  mirrored  the  cosmic  dance  of
celestial  bodies  against  the  canvas  of  Montana's
enigmatic skies.

Having amassed our celestial trove of data, we then
set our sights on statistical analysis. We let loose the
formidable  arsenal  of  data-crunching  tools,  from
humble spreadsheets to complex statistical software,
to  unravel  the  terrestrial-extraterrestrial  tango  that
lay  hidden  within  the  numbers.  Our  quest  was  to
identify any discernible patterns, any cosmic waltz
of numbers that hinted at a deeper interplay between
the popularity of the name Mason and the unearthly
visitations that alighted upon Montana's night skies.

In  sum,  our  methodology  was  a  marriage  of
meticulous data collection, unyielding perseverance,
and a dash of cosmic curiosity. Our inquiry into the
Mason-UFO connection was a journey that bridged

the mundane and the mysterious, the statistical and
the  speculative,  and  the  earthly  and  the
extraterrestrial.  It  was a  quest  that  demanded both
rigor  and  imagination,  and  we  emerged  from this
celestial  odyssey emboldened by our findings,  our
minds  brimming  with  wonder  and  the  eternal
question: what other celestial secrets lie waiting to
be unearthed from the depths of human endeavor?

4. Results

Our analysis of the data gathered from the US Social
Security  Administration  and  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  uncovered  a  striking  association
between the popularity of the first name Mason and
the  frequency  of  reported  UFO  sightings  in  the
expansive  skies  of  Montana.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9248687  suggests  a  remarkably
robust relationship, indicating that as the prevalence
of the name Mason soared, so too did the frequency
of UFO sightings over the years 1975 to 2021. This
correlation was further strengthened by the r-squared
value  of  0.8553821,  signifying  that  a  whopping
85.54% of  the  variation  in  UFO sightings  can  be
explained by changes in the popularity of the name
Mason.

As  Fig.  1  depicts,  our  scatterplot  illustrates  the
compelling  connection  between  the  two  variables,
with each data point  resembling a  constellation of
celestial intrigue. It seems that as the name Mason
gained prominence, so did the inexplicable flickers
and  dashes  of  unidentified  objects  traversing
Montana's night skies, almost as if the cosmos itself
was  partaking  in  a  peculiar  pas  de  deux  with
terrestrial nomenclature.

While  these  findings  may  boggle  the  mind  and
prompt a humorous evening of speculating over Men
in Black's secret naming conventions, the statistical
significance,  with  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,
underlines the robustness of this association. Given
the magnitude of the correlation and the statistical
weight  supporting  it,  our  results  challenge  us  to
consider  whether  there  exists  a  cosmic  resonance
underlying the very fabric of the name Mason, or if
Montana's  interstellar  visitors  simply  have  an
affinity for the alluring plains and celestial  beauty
that the state has to offer.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our research has unveiled a compelling
link between the popularity of the first name Mason
and  the  frequency  of  UFO sightings  in  Montana,
igniting  a  celestial  curiosity  that  transcends  the
ordinary bounds of statistical analysis. Whether one
believes  in  the  power  of  cosmic  nomenclature  or
simply  revels  in  the  whimsy  of  such  cosmic
correlations, the Mason-UFO connection stands as a
testament  to  the  fascinating  intersections  between
the  terrestrial  and  the  extraterrestrial,  where
statistical inquiry meets the boundless mysteries of
the universe.

5. Discussion

As  we  delve  into  the  cosmic  conundrum  of  the
Mason-UFO connection, our discussion embarks on
a journey that oscillates between statistical rigor and
celestial whimsy. The results of our investigation not
only  corroborate  prior  research  but  also  beckon
contemplation  of  the  transcendental  interplay  of
nomenclature and otherworldly phenomena.

In revisiting the literature review, we are reminded
of  Smith's  musings  on  the  correlations  between
terrestrial  monikers  and  cosmic  communications.
The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9248687 that
we observed echoes the nuanced celestial resonances
hinted at by Smith, signaling that the allure of the
name  Mason  may  indeed  extend  beyond  earthly
realms. Doe's documentation of regional clusters in
UFO sightings also finds resonance in our findings,
as  Montana  emerges  as  a  notable  hotspot,
tantalizingly linked to the popularity of the moniker
Mason.

Our results, encapsulated in the striking correlation
coefficient and the compelling r-squared value, stand
as a celestial tapestry woven with statistical threads.
While Douglas Adams' "The Hitchhiker's Guide to
the  UFO  Hotspots"  might  present  whimsical
narratives,  our  research  invites  us  to  consider
whether Montana, akin to a cosmic stage, harbors an
unfolding  spectacle  of  celestial  encounters  subtly
intertwined with the popularity of the name Mason.

The  statistical  significance  that  underpins  our
findings  mirrors  the  cosmic  weight  of  this
association, prompting contemplation of whether the
very  fabric  of  the  name  Mason  vibrates
harmoniously  with  the  cosmic  symphonies  that
unfold  above  Montana's  breathtaking  expanse.  It
seems  that  the  celestial  visitors  are  not  only
captivated by the 'Big Sky Country' but also by the
names that grace its inhabitants.

Alas,  our  discussion  brings  us  to  an  impasse  of
speculation,  straddling  the  precipice  between
statistical  inference  and  cosmic  curiosity.  Whether
the Mason-UFO connection is a cosmic serendipity
or  a  celestial  charade  remains  shrouded  in  the
enigmatic  mists  of  the  cosmos,  beckoning  future
inquiries to unravel the cosmic capers that entwine
terrestrial appellations and otherworldly sojourners.

As  we  transfixedly  gaze  at  the  statistical
constellation that is the Mason-UFO connection, we
are  reminded  that,  in  the  grand  cosmic  waltz,
sometimes  the  most  unexpected  pairings
choreograph the most captivating dances. With the
Mason-UFO connection challenging the boundaries
of statistical predictability and cosmic intrigue, we
are left to wonder, amidst fits of statistical rigor and
cosmic mirth, where the next celestial pas de deux
will lead us.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  cosmic  expedition  into  the
outskirts  of  statistical  oddities  has  unfurled  a
captivating tapestry of interstellar correlations. The
revelation of a robust connection between the first
name Mason and UFO sightings in Montana has left
us with more questions than answers. As we ponder
whether there's a cosmic naming convention at play
or if the celestial entities simply have a penchant for
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the  Big  Sky  State,  we  must  acknowledge  the
whimsical  dance  of  statistical  significance  that
underpins this celestial saga.

The  uncanny  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9248687
has  not  only  raised  eyebrows  but  also  sparked
conversations  that  teeter  between the otherworldly
and the utterly preposterous. It seems the notion of
cosmic  resonance  weaves  itself  into  the  fabric  of
reality,  inviting  us  to  contemplate  the  celestial
implications  of  something  as  mundane  as  popular
nomenclature.  Our  findings  have  elicited  as  much
wonder as they have spawned a litany of "out of this
world" puns that even our fellow researchers cannot
resist.

Yet,  as  we  revel  in  the  cosmic  absurdity  of  our
findings  and  the  statistical  extravagance  that
accompanies  them,  we  must  tread  lightly  on  the
intergalactic dance floor of inquiry. For as much as
we  relish  the  peculiar  waltz  between  statistical
significance and cosmic curiosity, we acknowledge
the inherent limitations of our study.

Hence,  we  confidently  proclaim  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  Our  findings
contribute  to  the  intersection  of  of  statistical  and
celestial  inquiry,  leaving a  whimsical  yet  indelible
mark on the scientific  community,  akin to  a UFO
sighting in a star-studded Montana night sky.
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