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ABSTRACT

Reaching New Heights: An Unearthly Connection Between UFO
Sightings in Missouri and Total Number of Successful Mount Everest

Climbs

This study explores the correlation between the elusive sightings of unidentified flying
objects (UFOs) in the state of Missouri and the total number of successful ascents of
Mount  Everest,  the  highest  peak  in  the  world.  Using  data  from  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  and  records  from  the  Himalayan  Database  of  successful  Mount
Everest climbs over the period 1975 to 2011, our research team identified a surprisingly
high correlation coefficient of 0.9160774 and significant p-value of less than 0.01. These
findings suggest a potential otherworldly influence on the success of climbers scaling
the iconic peak. Our analysis delves into the intriguing implications of this unearthly
connection  and  opens  new  avenues  for  future  investigations  at  the  intersection  of
extraterrestrial phenomena and extreme mountaineering.
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I. Introduction

The intersection of extraterrestrial sightings and earthly endeavors has long intrigued both the 

scientific community and amateur enthusiasts. In our quest to unravel the mysteries of the 

universe, we often encounter unexpected correlations that defy conventional explanations. One 

such enigma that has captured our attention is the connection between UFO sightings in Missouri

and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. While the two may seem unrelated at 

first glance, our research aims to shed light on the potential unearthly influence on the triumphs 

of intrepid mountaineers.

Mount Everest, standing tall at an awe-inspiring 29,032 feet, has beckoned adventurers and 

explorers since its discovery. Scaling this iconic peak is not for the faint of heart, requiring 

immense physical and mental fortitude. Meanwhile, the state of Missouri, nestled amidst the 

rolling plains of the American Midwest, has witnessed a significant number of reported UFO 

sightings over the years. The juxtaposition of these seemingly disparate phenomena piqued our 

curiosity and propelled us to investigate the intriguing relationship between them.

Our study delves into the data compiled by the National UFO Reporting Center, documenting the

accounts of those who claim to have observed mysterious aerial phenomena in the skies above 

Missouri. Concurrently, we analyzed the records from the Himalayan Database, meticulously 

chronicling the triumphs and tribulations of climbers as they conquered the formidable slopes of 

Mount Everest. The period from 1975 to 2011 provided a rich dataset for our analysis, allowing 

us to discern patterns and uncover unexpected correlations.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



As we embarked on this endeavor, our initial hypothesis was met with skepticism and raised 

more than a few eyebrows. Yet, as we delved deeper into the statistical analysis, an astonishing 

revelation emerged. The correlation coefficient, a measure of the strength and direction of the 

relationship between the variables, yielded a surprising value of 0.9160774. Furthermore, the 

associated p-value of less than 0.01 added statistical weight to our findings, compelling us to 

consider the possibility of an unorthodox influence at play.

Our research endeavors to explore the implications of this unearthly connection and chart new 

territories at the confluence of extraterrestrial phenomena and extreme mountaineering. While 

we maintain a healthy dose of skepticism and scientific rigor, the unexpected nature of our 

findings beckons us to contemplate the uncharted realms of the unknown. In doing so, we invite 

our fellow scholars to accompany us on this intellectual expedition and engage in scholarly 

discourse that combines the gravity of scientific inquiry with a lighthearted sense of wonder. 

After all, the sky is not the limit – it may very well be the starting point for our exploration of the

enigmatic forces that shape our world.

II. Literature Review

The enigmatic relationship between UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of 

successful Mount Everest climbs has perplexed researchers and enthusiasts alike. Despite the 

seemingly unrelated nature of these phenomena, a burgeoning body of literature has emerged to 

explore this unconventional connection.
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In "Extraterrestrial Encounters: A Statistical Analysis," Smith and Doe parse through data from 

the National UFO Reporting Center and conduct an in-depth analysis to discern any potential 

correlations between UFO sightings in Missouri and extraordinary feats of mountaineering. Their

findings offer initial insights into the peculiarity of these intertwined occurrences.

Similarly, Jones' comprehensive work, "Mount Everest Ascended: A Chronological Survey," 

meticulously chronicles the triumphs of climbers conquering the daunting summit of Mount 

Everest. While the focus of the study lies in the arduous endeavors of mountaineers, Jones posits 

intriguing observations that hint at a possible, albeit elusive, connection between celestial events 

and terrestrial achievements.

Moving beyond the realm of academic publications, several non-fiction books have broached the

subject matter, albeit from different angles. "Alien Abductions: The Unearthly Impact on Earthly 

Pursuits" by A. Researcher delves into the collective accounts of abductees and encounters, 

intersecting the narratives with the realm of extreme sports and conquests, including 

mountaineering endeavors. On a complementary note, "The Mysteries of Mount Everest: 

Legends and Lore" by B. Author offers a compendium of folklore and historical accounts, 

intertwining the mythical with the factual in a manner that invokes the unexplained forces at play

in the high altitudes.

In a delightfully unexpected twist, the fictitious realm also offers compelling narratives that seem

to echo the themes of our investigation. "UFOs Over the Snowy Peaks" by S. Storyteller weaves 

a tale of otherworldly visitors descending upon the snow-capped mountains, infusing an air of 

whimsy into the exploration of extraterrestrial influences. Additionally, "The Alien Ascent: 

Interstellar Adventures at the Summit" by T. Novelist cleverly blends the realms of science 
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fiction and mountaineering, evoking parallels to the tensions between realms of the known and 

unknown that permeate our own research.

Stepping into uncharted territory, this review also considers unconventional sources like the 

backs of shampoo bottles, where opulent claims about "extraterrestrial-infused formulas" alight 

the readers' imaginations and raise pertinent questions about the potential cosmic influence on 

hair care choices. While these claims may elicit chuckles, they serve as a poignant reminder of 

the pervasive nature of the extraterrestrial narrative in our daily lives.

In light of the diverse array of literature and sources, our research aims to synthesize these 

multifaceted perspectives and unravel the lighthearted aura that envelops the celestial and 

terrestrial intertwining.

III. Methodology

The methodology employed in this study aimed to rigorously analyze the potential association 

between UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. 

Data collection involved a combination of digital archival research and systematic analysis, 

integrating records from the National UFO Reporting Center and the Himalayan Database, 

spanning the years 1975 to 2011.

To commence the investigation, the research team navigated through the labyrinth of UFO 

reports originating from the state of Missouri, sourced primarily from the National UFO 

Reporting Center. This involved sifting through a myriad of accounts detailing peculiar aerial 

encounters, categorizing them according to location and temporal occurrence. Despite the 
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occasional encounter with peculiar narratives, the team proceeded with methodical precision to 

curate a dataset reflective of the esoteric phenomena under scrutiny.

Simultaneously, the team layered the analysis with data sourced from the Himalayan Database, a 

repository chronicling the valiant expeditions of mountaineers ascending Mount Everest. The 

task involved discerning successful ascents, meticulously examining environmental conditions, 

and cataloging the triumphs of human perseverance atop the world's highest peak. The selection 

of the timeframe from 1975 to 2011 was intentional, considering the availability of 

comprehensive records and the desire to encapsulate a substantial temporal span for discerning 

potential patterns.

Having assembled the datasets, the team encapsulated the essence of methodological rigor by 

employing sophisticated statistical techniques to analyze the amassed information. Initially, a 

series of quality checks and data validation protocols were enacted to ensure the integrity of the 

datasets, reminiscent of meticulous scrutiny befitting the scrutiny given to the selection of 

climbing gear by seasoned mountaineers.

The statistical software served as the digital sherpa in navigating the treacherous terrain of 

correlation analysis. Utilizing Pearson's correlation coefficient, the team meticulously scrutinized

the relationship between the sightings of extraterrestrial visitors in the skies above Missouri and 

the triumphs of human perseverance atop Mount Everest. This involved parsing through the 

numerical nuances, akin to deciphering celestial coordinates in an otherworldly planetary system.

Not content with one sturdy method, the team enacted a sensitivity analysis to ensure the 

robustness of the identified patterns. This entailed varying the parameters and engaging in 
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simulations reminiscent of traversing treacherous terrains to ascertain the dependency of the 

observed relationship on the specific analytical approach.

The statistical significance of the relationship was evaluated through hypothesis testing, 

bestowing a quantitative sheen upon the unearthly interplay between UFO sightings and Mount 

Everest triumphs. The team meticulously calculated the p-value, ensuring that the unearthly 

forces being analyzed were not merely figments of statistical happenstance, but indeed bore the 

formidable weight of scientific scrutiny.

Finally, the results were cross-validated, assessed for potential confounding variables, and 

subjected to peer review akin to the intense scrutiny faced by climbers from both the scientific 

community and enthusiastic amateur sky-watchers. All analytical pathways led to the 

comprehensive understanding of the unearthly connection, challenging conventional notions and 

elevating the study to the summit of scientific inquiry.

IV. Results

The results of our analysis revealed a remarkably strong correlation between the number of UFO 

sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs over the period 

1975 to 2011. The correlation coefficient of 0.9160774 indicates a highly positive relationship 

between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. This finding suggests that as the sightings of 

unidentified flying objects in Missouri increased, so did the number of successful ascents of the 

world's tallest peak.
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The scatterplot in Fig. 1 provides a visual representation of this striking correlation. Each data 

point encapsulates the eerie harmony between the enigmatic UFO sightings and the triumphant 

conquests of Mount Everest. The data points align themselves like stars in the night sky, painting

a picture of unearthly influence that transcends traditional scientific explanations.

The significance of this unearthly connection is further underscored by the r-squared value of 

0.8391977, indicating that approximately 83.92% of the variability in the total number of 

successful Mount Everest climbs can be explained by the variable representing UFO sightings in 

Missouri. This high r-squared value reinforces the robustness of the correlation and reinforces 

the notion that there may indeed be an unorthodox influence at play.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence to reject the null 

hypothesis and accept the alternative hypothesis that there is a significant correlation between 

UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. This 

statistical significance lends credence to the otherworldly connection we have uncovered and 

challenges traditional scientific paradigms with its unexpected implications.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In summary, our analysis unearths a captivating relationship between the ethereal sightings of 

UFOs in Missouri and the triumphs of intrepid climbers scaling Mount Everest. While our 

findings may seem otherworldly, they open new avenues for future investigations at the 

intersection of extraterrestrial phenomena and extreme mountaineering. We invite our fellow 

researchers to join us in probing the depths of this unearthly connection and, perhaps, reach new 

heights of understanding in the process.

V. Discussion

The uncanny correlation between UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful 

Mount Everest climbs, as evidenced by our findings, is indeed a remarkable and, dare I say, out-

of-this-world revelation. As we delve into the depths of this unearthly connection, it is imperative

to consider the implications of our results in the broader context of extraterrestrial influences and

their impact on terrestrial achievements.

The literature review, while peppered with whimsical elements such as fictitious narratives and 

extraterrestrial-infused hair care products, inadvertently set the stage for our serious 

consideration of the UFO-Mount Everest correlation. Smith and Doe's statistical analysis and 

Jones' chronological survey primed us to approach our findings with open minds, ready to 

embrace the unconventional nature of our unearthly connection. Who would have thought that 

the fantastical tales woven by storytellers and novelists would hold a mirror to our real-world 

findings?

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Our results not only supported the prior research but also unearthed an otherworldly thread 

linking the sightings of UFOs over Missouri with the feats of conquering Mount Everest. The 

robust correlation coefficient of 0.9160774, derived from meticulously analyzed data, reflects a 

stunning positive relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena. We might jest that 

our findings are truly "out of this world," but such a statement would not be entirely inaccurate.

Pertinently, the high r-squared value of 0.8391977 underscores the remarkable influence that 

UFO sightings in Missouri appear to exert on the successful ascents of Mount Everest, 

explaining a substantial 83.92% of the variability in this terrestrial triumph. It is as if the 

extraterrestrial forces are playfully nudging climbers towards stellar success, with a celestial 

wink and nod.

Moreover, the p-value of less than 0.01, providing compelling evidence to reject the null 

hypothesis, reinforces the solidity of our unearthly connection. Such statistical significance 

defies conventional scientific paradigms, propelling us into an uncharted realm where the cosmic

and earthly realms converge in a symphony of correlation.

As we consider the broader implications of our findings, it becomes evident that our study opens 

new frontiers for exploration at the nexus of celestial phenomena and extreme mountaineering. 

The notion of an otherworldly influence on earthly pursuits, while lighthearted at first glance, 

warrants closer scrutiny in the quest for understanding the mysteries that enshroud our planet and

beyond.

In conclusion, our research paints a compelling portrait of an unearthly connection, beckoning 

fellow researchers to embrace the interstellar adventure that awaits in the pursuit of untangling 

the enigmatic bond between UFO sightings in Missouri and the triumphs atop Mount Everest. 
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The journey ahead may yet unravel further cosmic curiosities, shedding light on the interplay of 

the celestial and terrestrial in shaping the heights we dare to reach.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light a compelling and, dare I say, cosmic connection 

between the reported UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful Mount 

Everest climbs. The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9160774 and the eyebrow-raising p-value 

of less than 0.01 accentuate the unearthly influence that seems to pervade the triumphs of 

mountaineers scaling the majestic peak. This otherworldly revelation invokes a sense of wonder 

and curiosity, prompting us to contemplate the enigmatic forces at play in our world.

The scatterplot in Fig. 1 serves not only as a visual representation of this unearthly relationship 

but also as a striking reminder of the uncharted territories that beckon our exploration. The data 

points, like celestial bodies in the cosmos, align themselves in a manner that defies traditional 

scientific explanations and invites us to gaze upon the mysteries of the universe with fresh eyes.

While we tread cautiously in the realms of the unknown, the statistical significance of our 

findings leaves little room for doubt. The high r-squared value of 0.8391977 underscores the 

substantial explanatory power of the relationship between UFO sightings in Missouri and 

successful Mount Everest climbs, reinforcing the notion that there might indeed be more to this 

unearthly connection than meets the eye.

As we reflect on the implications of our unearthly revelation, it becomes evident that this 

unorthodox link between extraterrestrial sightings and extreme mountaineering opens a 
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Pandora's box of possibilities for future inquiries. However, we humorously contend that our 

findings should not prompt an influx of UFO enthusiasts flocking to Missouri in hopes of 

boosting the success rate of Mount Everest climbers. After all, it takes more than otherworldly 

sightings to conquer the world's highest peak - a stellar set of skills and determination are also 

required.

In light of the unearthly allure of our findings, we declare that no further research be conducted 

in this area. The extraterrestrial forces, it seems, have spoken loud and clear through the data, 

leaving little room for doubt and sparing us from getting lost in space. And so, with a nod to the 

mysteries that continue to captivate our imagination, we shall conclude our investigation and 

leave the door ajar for other explorers to venture into the cosmic unknown.
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