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Abstract

In this paper, we present the results of our investigation into the curious correlation between the number 
of home runs hit by professional baseball player Matt Kemp and the number of preschool special 
education teachers in the state of Missouri. Using data from Baseball Reference and the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, we conducted a thorough analysis spanning from 2012 to 2020. Our statistical analysis 
revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9378156 and p < 0.01, suggesting a strong 
relationship between these seemingly unrelated variables. While the connection at first glance may seem 
as unlikely as a baseball player hitting a homer without any base support - we have indeed found a 
significant link. Much like a well-timed joke, the relationship between Matt Kemp's home runs and the 
number of preschool special education teachers in Missouri seems to contain an element of surprise. Our 
findings bear intriguing implications for both the fields of sports analytics and education policy. As we 
delve into the unexpected ties between these metrics, it becomes apparent that the world of statistics can 
be just as unpredictable as the final inning of a tied game. So, as the dust settles on this unusual 
discovery, we invite the reader to consider how the seemingly unrelated may converge in ways that leave 
us all saying, "That's a home run of a correlation!

Copyleft 2024 International College.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Step up to the plate and prepare to witness
a  statistical  curveball  that  brings  together
the  realms  of  professional  sports  and
educational  workforce  dynamics.  As  we
embark  on  this  journey,  it  becomes
apparent  that  the  correlation  between  the

number  of  home  runs  launched  by  Matt
Kemp and  the  count  of  preschool  special
education  teachers  in  Missouri  is  as
intriguing as a game-winning grand slam. 

You might be thinking, "What’s the catch?"
and  as  we  delve  into  this  distinctive
association, you’ll see that, much like a well-
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executed bunt, there's more to it than meets
the eye. Our findings not only shed light on
an  unexpected  link  but  also  bring  a
humorous twist to the often serious world of
data analysis.  Because,  after  all,  what's  a
good  statistical  study  without  a  few  jests
thrown in? It's like the difference between a
full  count  and  a  dad  joke  –  one's  a  nail-
biting  experience,  and  the  other  is  a  pun
intended.

We stumbled upon this curious connection
while navigating the sea of data, and it  hit
us  harder  than  a  fastball.  The  revelation
prompted us to embark on a comprehensive
exploration,  aiming  to  uncover  the  deeper
implications  and  joke-potential  of  this
seemingly  incongruous  relationship.  So  sit
back, grab some peanuts and Cracker Jack
– and let's unravel the mystery of how Matt
Kemp's home runs could be as influential as
a double  play  in  shaping  the  employment
landscape  of  preschool  special  education
teachers in the Show-Me State.

2. Literature Review

The notion  that  there exists  a relationship
between the  number  of  home runs hit  by
professional baseball player Matt Kemp and
the quantity of preschool special education
teachers  in  Missouri  has  perplexed
researchers  for  years.  Initial  studies,  such
as  Smith's  groundbreaking  work  in  "The
Journal  of  Statistical  Curiosities,"  have
attempted  to  debunk  this  connection  as
nothing  more  than  a  statistical  anomaly.
However,  as  we  dived  headfirst  into  this
peculiar correlation, we quickly realized that
there's more to this matchup than meets the
eye - much like trying to make a baseball
team comprised  of  ducks...  It  would  be  a
quack team!

Doe,  in  "Analysis  of  Unlikely  Statistical
Associations," initially dismissed the notion
of  any  meaningful  relationship  between
these variables. However, our analysis has
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  so  high

that it would make even the most seasoned
statistician  do  a  double-take.  It's  as
surprising as a knuckleball in the middle of a
heated brawl - a true game-changer.

As we wade through the sea of literature, it
becomes  evident  that  the  intersection  of
sports  and  education  is  a  field  ripe  for
unexpected discoveries - much like finding a
baseball  diamond  in  the  rough.  Jones,  in
"Statistical  Oddities:  Beyond  the  Mean,"
made a passing remark about the possibility
of  unusual  correlations  in  seemingly
unrelated domains, but the magnitude of our
findings  takes  it  a  step  further.  It's  as  if
we've hit  a  statistical  grand slam, and the
crowd goes wild!

Turning  our  attention  to  books  that  have
touched on the tangential topics related to
our  study,  "Moneyball"  by  Michael  Lewis
sheds  light  on  the  intricacies  of  baseball
statistics  and  player  performance.
Meanwhile, in "Freakonomics" by Steven D.
Levitt  and Stephen J.  Dubner, the authors
delve  into  the  unexpected  connections
within  data,  much  like  the  surprising  link
between  Matt  Kemp's  home  runs  and
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri.  Speaking  of  unexpected
connections,  did  you  hear  about  the
baseball  team that  hired  an  economist  to
optimize their  lineup? They ended up with
the most  valuable players in  the league –
literally!

And  now  let's  transition  to  some  fictional
works that seem surprisingly relevant to our
research. In "The Art of Fielding" by Chad
Harbach,  the  themes  of  baseball  and  the
unpredictable  nature  of  life  resonate  with
our  unexpected  findings.  Additionally,  the
whimsical  world  of  "Charlie  and  the
Chocolate  Factory"  by  Roald  Dahl,  much
like  our  study,  is  filled  with  surprises  and
unforeseen connections – just like the link
between  Matt  Kemp's  home  runs  and
preschool  special  education  teachers.  It's
almost  as  surprising  as  finding  a  golden
ticket in a candy bar wrapper!
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Our  investigation  also  led  us  to  immerse
ourselves in TV shows that touch upon the
intersecting worlds of sports and education.
"Friday  Night  Lights"  offers  a  captivating
portrayal  of  the  impact  of  sports  on  a
community,  much  like  the  ripple  effect  of
Matt Kemp's home runs on the employment
landscape  of  preschool  special  education
teachers  in  Missouri.  Meanwhile,
"Community"  humorously  explores  the
dynamics  of  a  diverse  group  coming
together,  much  like  the  unexpected
convergence of  baseball  and  education  in
our study. It's like finding out that a baseball
team’s  secret  weapon  is  a  preschool
teacher with an arm of steel!

As we navigate through the diverse realms
of literature, both academic and fictional, it
becomes evident  that  our  findings add an
element of surprise to the often predictable
world of statistical analysis. Perhaps, in the
end,  the true home run is the unexpected
correlations  we  find  along  the  way  -  and
that's no joke!

3. Our approach & methods

To  tackle  the  ballyhoo  of  deciphering  the
curious  correlation  between  Matt  Kemp's
home runs and preschool special education
teachers in Missouri, we unleashed a gamut
of  statistical  and  data-mining  techniques.
Our approach was more multi-faceted than
a  pitcher's  arsenal  of  curveballs,  sliders,
and changeups.

First,  we  embarked  on  a  merry-go-round
journey  through  the  digital  archives  of
Baseball Reference, where we meticulously
tracked the number of home runs hit by Matt
Kemp  from  2012  to  2020.  It  was  like
searching for a needle in a haystack, except
the  needle  was  a  home  run  and  the
haystack was a bazillion baseball stats.

Next,  like  intrepid  explorers  in  search  of
treasure,  we  navigated  the  labyrinthine

corridors of the Bureau of Labor Statistics to
unearth  the  count  of  preschool  special
education  teachers  in  the  great  state  of
Missouri over the same time period. It was
akin  to  prospecting  for  gold  in  a  river  of
employment  data  -  a  formidable  task,  rife
with  potential  pitfalls  and  nuggets  of
invaluable information.

After  wrangling  the  requisite  data  like  a
seasoned cowboy lassoing a wayward calf,
we  applied  a  diverse  range  of  statistical
methods,  including  regression  analysis,  to
scrutinize  the  relationship  between  these
seemingly  incongruous  variables.  Our
analyses  were  more  rigorous  than  a
manager's  argument  with  an  umpire  -
painstakingly  dissecting  the  intricacies  of
the  relationship  like  a  baseball  fan
scrutinizing a controversial play.

To  validate  our  findings  and  ensure  the
robustness  of  our  results,  we  employed
cross-validation  techniques  and  sensitivity
analyses,  akin  to  scrutinizing  a  home run
replay from multiple camera angles - leaving
no room for doubt or second-guessing. 

Moreover,  to  infuse  a  layer  of
lightheartedness into the otherwise serious
realm of statistical analysis, we incorporated
a dash of humor at regular  intervals.  After
all,  what's a statistical study without a few
well-timed dad jokes? It was like playing a
game  of  statistical  "knock-knock"  -  where
the punchline  was  a  revelatory  correlation
instead of a punny retort.

In  addition  to  the  statistical  analyses,  we
conducted  a  series  of  interviews  with
baseball  enthusiasts,  educators,  and  data
analysts to gain qualitative insights into the
potential  real-world  implications  of  our
findings.  These  exchanges  were  as
enlightening as a post-game discussion with
players and coaches, shedding light on the
broader significance of our discoveries and
further  emphasizing  the  unexpected
convergence of disparate realms.
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In  conclusion,  our  methodology  was  as
comprehensive  as  a  9-inning  game,  as
meticulous as an umpire's strike call, and as
illuminating  as  a  well-lit  ballpark  at  night.
Our  approach  not  only  unraveled  the
enigmatic connection between Matt Kemp's
home runs and preschool special education
teachers  in  Missouri  but  also  exemplified
the  whimsical  and  multifaceted  nature  of
statistical exploration.

4. Results

Our analysis revealed a striking correlation
between the  number  of  home runs hit  by
Matt  Kemp  and  the  number  of  preschool
special education teachers in Missouri from
2012 to 2020. The correlation coefficient of
0.9378156 suggests a very strong positive
relationship  between  these  variables.  It’s
almost  as  strong  as  a  baseball  player’s
desire to slide into home plate!

To  illustrate  this  uncanny  relationship,  we
present Figure 1, a scatterplot showcasing
the  positive  correlation  between  the  two
variables. As you can see, the data points
form a pattern as consistent as Matt Kemp’s
swing on a good day – a testament to the
unexpected connection  between his  home
runs and the number of  preschool  special
education teachers in Missouri.

This  correlation is  as surprising as a bunt
turning  into  a  home  run,  and  it  raises
questions  about  the  potential  impact  of
professional  sports  on  educational  labor
dynamics.  It  appears  that  a  player’s
performance on the field may have a ripple
effect  on  the  workforce  composition  in
educational settings.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The strong correlation we found is as clear
as the strike zone on a sunny day,  and it
emphasizes  the importance of  considering
unconventional  factors  in  labor  market
analysis.  It’s  like  finding a diamond in the
rough – unexpected and incredibly valuable,
just  like  the  insight  we  gained  from  this
research.

In  conclusion,  the  statistically  significant
relationship  between  Matt  Kemp's  home
runs and the number of  preschool  special
education  teachers  in  Missouri  presents  a
home run of a discovery in the realm of data
analysis.  This  unexpected  correlation
emphasizes  the  need  to  consider  the
intersection  of  seemingly  unrelated
variables,  highlighting  that  sometimes
statistical findings can be as surprising as a
well-timed dad joke.

5. Discussion

Our  study  has  uncovered  a  remarkably
strong  correlation  between  the  number  of
home  runs  hit  by  Matt  Kemp  and  the
number  of  preschool  special  education
teachers  in  Missouri,  affirming  and
expanding upon prior research in the field.
As  unexpected as  a  curveball  in  a  beach
volleyball  game,  our  results  support  the
hypothesis  that  these seemingly  unrelated
variables  are  indeed  intertwined.  Smith's
skepticism  about  the  connection  between
these  variables  could  be  likened  to  a
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skeptical  umpire,  but  our  findings  have
brought  about  a  game-changing  turn  of
events.

Our statistical analysis yielded a correlation
coefficient so striking that it could hit the ball
out of the park, echoing Doe's assertion that
unlikely  statistical  associations  may  hold
more  significance  than  initially  perceived.
Indeed, the strength of the correlation is as
astonishing  as  finding  a  hidden  gem in  a
sandbox—a  true  marvel  of  statistical
analysis.

The findings of this study not only contribute
to  the  growing  body  of  research  on
unexpected statistical relationships but also
shed light on the intricate interplay between
sports  and  education  in  the  employment
landscape. As much as the integration of an
air  guitar  solo  into  a  classical  orchestra
performance,  our  research  has  paved  the
way  for  further  exploration  of  how  sports
performance may impact labor dynamics in
education.

The significance of our discovery cannot be
overstated; it is as substantial as the impact
of  a  well-hit  baseball  on  a  clear  summer
day.  Our  results  emphasize  the  need  to
broaden  the  scope  of  considerations  in
labor  market  analysis,  much  like  realizing
that  a versatile  utility  player could actually
be  the  key  to  a  team's  success.  By
identifying  this  unforeseen  connection,  we
have hit  a  home run in  demonstrating the
importance  of  embracing  unconventional
factors  that  may  influence  employment
trends.

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  revealed  an
unexpected  correlation  between  the
performance  of  a  professional  baseball
player  and  the  employment  trends  in  the
field  of  special  education,  highlighting  the
intricate  and  multifaceted  nature  of
statistical relationships. This finding adds an
amusing  yet  insightful  dimension  to  the
often straightforward world of data analysis,

much like a well-timed dad joke brightening
up an otherwise serious discussion.

6. Conclusion

In the grand scheme of statistical analyses,
our research has uncovered a correlation as
surprising as a knuckleball  in the world of
professional  sports  and  educational
workforce  dynamics.  The  strong  positive
relationship  between  the number  of  home
runs  hit  by  Matt  Kemp  and  the  count  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri,  akin  to  a  perfectly  placed  pun,
leaves us both amazed and entertained. It's
like watching a baseball game and suddenly
finding out it's a stand-up comedy show –
unexpected but undeniably enjoyable.

The  implications  of  this  unanticipated
connection  cannot  be  overlooked.  Our
findings  highlight  the  intricate  web  of
influences  shaping  workforce  dynamics,
much like how a well-thrown curveball can
shape the outcome of a game. The impact
of  professional  sports  on  the  educational
labor  landscape  is  as  unexpected  as  a
surprise  double  play  – a testament  to  the
multifaceted  nature  of  statistical
relationships.

As we wrap up this discovery, it’s clear that
the  seemingly  unrelated  may  converge  in
ways  that  leave  us  all  saying,  "That's  a
home run of a correlation!" And much like a
well-timed  dad  joke,  this  correlation
showcases the unpredictable and humorous
nature of statistical analyses. It’s a reminder
that in research, as in life, the unexpected
connections  and elements  of  surprise  can
often lead to the most compelling insights.

In the spirit  of  good fun,  we assert  with a
grin  that  no further  research is  needed in
this area, as the connection between Matt
Kemp's  home  runs  and  the  number  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri  has been as thoroughly  explored
as a baseball infield after a game.
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