
Slam Dunk or Just a Coincidental Bounce? The Correlation between
Golden State Warriors' Seasonal Total Wins and Paving, Surfacing, and

Tamping Equipment Operators in Colorado

Caleb Hughes, Addison Tanner, Gloria P Tompkins

Abstract

This paper delves into the unexpected correlation between
the Golden State Warriors' Seasonal Total Wins and the
number  of  paving,  surfacing,  and  tamping  equipment
operators  in  Colorado,  seeking  to  shed  light  on  this
lighthearted  yet  remarkable  association.  Utilizing  data
from the  NBA and the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  our
study  uncovers  a  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient of 0.8881853 (p < 0.01) for the years 2003 to
2022. The findings reveal an intriguing link between the
success of the Golden State Warriors on the court and the
demand  for  paving-related  labor  in  Colorado.
Additionally, to our surprise, we observed a rhythmic ebb
and flow in the data, prompting us to quip, "Looks like
the  Warriors  aren't  the  only  ones  doing  some  heavy
paving  in  Colorado!"  Our  results  not  only  inform  the
whimsical realm of basketball trivia but also contribute to
a  deeper  understanding  of  the  interplay  between sports
outcomes  and  niche  labor  markets.  In  conclusion,  our
research not only provides an amusing anecdote but also
highlights the importance of considering unconventional
factors in analyzing sports phenomena. As we pave the
way for future investigations in this area, we invite fellow
researchers  to  join  our  punny  journey  of  discovering
unexpected  connections  in  the  most  unexpected  places.
Remember, when it comes to correlations, sometimes the
court is just as good as the pavement for making a solid
impact!

1. Introduction

The world of sports often captivates both enthusiasts
and  researchers  alike,  offering  a  rich  tapestry  of
statistical  insights,  competitive  dynamics,  and
occasional  perplexities  that  defy  conventional
explanation. As we embark on our exploration of the
correlation  between  the  Golden  State  Warriors'
seasonal  total  wins  and  the  number  of  paving,
surfacing,  and  tamping  equipment  operators  in
Colorado,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  peculiar  yet
exhilarating realm where  basketball  meets  asphalt.
One  might  even say  we are  on  the  “paved” road,
seeking to uncover the hidden connections beneath
the surface, or shall I say, asphalt.

It  is  often  said  that  correlation  does  not  imply
causation,  but  sometimes the universe throws us a
curveball,  or perhaps in this case, a basketball.  As
we navigate through the realm of statistical analysis,
we keep in mind that not every correlation is as clear
as a freshly paved road. Sometimes it's more like a
pothole – unexpected and in dire need of a quick fix.
Speaking of which, have you heard about the paving
operator  who  became  a  basketball  referee?  They
were used to dealing with surfaces, but now they call
the shots on the court!

Our endeavor is not merely a lighthearted pursuit of
whimsical associations, but rather a sincere effort to
unravel  the  intricate  dance  between  seemingly
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unrelated  phenomena.  Much  like  a  well-executed
crossover  dribble,  the  interplay  between  the
performance of a sports team and the labor market
dynamics can bring about surprising outcomes. Who
would have thought that a basketball team's success
might  correlate  with  the  demand  for  tamping
equipment operators in the Centennial State? It's as
if the Warriors dribbled their way into our statistical
model, paving the way for unforeseen revelations.

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  often  takes  unexpected
turns, leading us down paths that intersect with the
most unlikely subjects. As we uncover the statistical
significance  of  the  correlation  between  these
seemingly incongruous variables, we can't help but
acknowledge the humor in this incongruity. It's not
every day that a basketball team's prowess appears
to  resonate  through  the  paving  and  surfacing
industry.  Perhaps  basketball  truly  is  a  universal
language,  spoken  even  on  the  paved  streets  of
Colorado.

Stay  tuned  as  we  delve  deeper  into  the  statistical
underpinnings of this charming correlation, shedding
light  on  a  peculiar  yet  riveting  connection.  And
remember,  when  it  comes  to  unexpected
correlations,  a  good  statistical  model  can  turn  a
seemingly  random  pattern  into  a  slam  dunk
discovery.

2. Literature Review

In their seminal work, "Paving the Way: Exploring
Urban Infrastructure and Labor Markets," Smith et
al.  (2010)  examined the  trends  in  the  demand for
paving, surfacing, and tamping equipment operators
in  various  metropolitan  areas.  The  comprehensive
study  shed  light  on  the  factors  influencing  labor
demand in the industry, meticulously analyzing the
impact  of  economic  variables  and  urban
development  projects.  Little  did  they  know that  a
basketball  team's  performance  could  add  an
unexpected twist  to  their  findings,  giving a  whole
new meaning to "paving the way" for success.

A study by Doe and Jones (2015) investigated the
employment  patterns  of  specialized  laborers  in
Colorado,  focusing  on  the  nuances  of  the  state's
construction  and  infrastructure  sectors.  Their
research  meticulously  detailed  the  labor  force

dynamics,  pointing  to  the  fluctuating  demand  for
paving  and  surfacing  specialists  in  relation  to
regional  economic  shifts  and  public  works
initiatives. But did they account for the possibility of
slam dunks and alley-oops influencing these trends?

Now, let's take a detour into the world of non-fiction
books related to our topic. "Asphalt and Basketball:
Unlikely Intersections" by Stone (2018) provides an
in-depth exploration of the intersections, both literal
and metaphorical, between the world of paving and
the  basketball  court.  Meanwhile,  "The  Pavement
Chronicles:  Tales of Tamping Operators"  by Brick
(2016) offers a poignant portrayal of the lives and
struggles of tamping equipment operators, shedding
light  on an often overlooked segment of the labor
force.

On  the  fiction  front,  "Slams  and  Surfaces:  A
Bouncing Tale" by Penner (2017) offers a whimsical
narrative  that  weaves  together  the  triumphs  of  a
basketball team and the trials of pavement workers,
creating an improbable yet heartwarming connection
between the two worlds. Furthermore, "The Hoops
and the  Hard  Hats"  by  Gardner  (2019)  presents  a
fictional  account  of  the  Golden  State  Warriors'
journey  intertwined  with  the  lives  of  paving  and
surfacing laborers, complete with unexpected twists,
heartwarming moments, and of course, a fair share
of dad jokes.

And  who  can  forget  the  cinematic  tangents  that
relate  to  our  investigation?  "Asphalt  All-Stars,"  a
documentary  chronicling  the  lives  of  paving
operators and their unexpected ties to the world of
professional  basketball,  left  us  both  moved  and
marveling  at  the  unforeseen  connections.  On  a
lighter note, "Slam Dunk Street" brought a comedic
touch  to  the  peculiar  relationship  between  the
basketball  court  and the asphalt  jungle,  leaving us
with a  newfound appreciation for  the  absurdity  of
correlation.

As  we  wade  through  the  academic  depths  and
literary esoterica surrounding our subject matter, it's
clear that our research isn't just about numbers and
statistics.  It's  about  unearthing  the  unexpected,
embracing  the  improbable,  and  finding  joy  in  the
most unlikely connections. So, as we pave the way
for future studies, let's not forget to stop and enjoy
the puns along the road. After all, when it comes to
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research, a good laugh can be just as illuminating as
a groundbreaking discovery!

3. Methodology

To unravel  the  mysterious  correlation between the
Golden State Warriors'  seasonal  total wins and the
number  of  paving,  surfacing,  and  tamping
equipment  operators  in  Colorado,  we  relied  on  a
methodological  concoction  that  would  make  even
the most  seasoned enthusiast  of  statistical  analysis
raise an eyebrow. We began by collecting data from
the NBA archives for the regular season total wins of
the Golden State Warriors spanning the years 2003
to  2022.  In  tandem  with  this,  our  research  team
scoured the depths of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
database  to  extract  the  employment  figures  for
paving, surfacing, and tamping equipment operators
in  Colorado  during  the  same  time  period.  Our
methodology  was  as  meticulous  as  a  court-side
official  diligently  inspecting  the  boundaries,
ensuring that our data was not a mere airball in the
realm of sports analytics.

After  a  series  of  complex  statistical  analyses  that
would make a three-pointer seem like a layup, we
computed  the  correlation  coefficient  between  the
seasonal total wins of the Golden State Warriors and
the employment figures for paving-related labor in
Colorado.  This  involved  employing  a  regression
model  that  lent  itself  to  uncovering  patterns  and
relationships  between  the  variables  that  might
appear  as  impenetrable  as  a  strong  defensive
formation.  The  process  was  akin  to  a  well-
coordinated  pick  and roll,  where  each  step  led  us
closer  to  the  revelation  of  this  unexpected
connection. The statistical models we utilized were
so robust that they could easily be mistaken for the
Warriors' formidable defense, leaving no option but
for the correlation to be revealed.

In  conjunction  with  the  quantitative  analysis,  we
also  took  a  qualitative  plunge  into  the  world  of
basketball  fandom  and  labor  market  dynamics,
engaging  in  interviews  and  surveys  to  gauge  the
perceptions and experiences of both avid basketball
enthusiasts  and  paving  equipment  operators.  Their
insights  brought  a  human  touch  to  our
methodological  approach,  offering  invaluable
perspectives  that  complemented  the  rigorous

statistical  analyses.  It  was  a fusion of  quantitative
and qualitative methods that mirrored the marriage
of  skill  and  strategy  displayed  on  the  basketball
court – an unlikely match that proved to be a game-
changer in our investigation.

As  with  any  research  endeavor,  our  methodology
was  not  without  its  challenges  and  unexpected
twists, illustrating that the pursuit of knowledge can
sometimes resemble the unpredictability of a high-
stakes  game.  Yet,  through  a  combination  of
perseverance  and  methodological  finesse,  we
emerged  victorious,  capturing  the  essence  of  this
peculiar  correlation  in  a  manner  befitting  the
unconventional nature of our subject matter.

In the immortal words of legendary basketball coach
John Wooden, "Be quick, but don't hurry." True to
this adage, our research methodology maintained an
agile  pace,  yet  refrained  from  hasty  conclusions,
ensuring  that  each  step  was  grounded  in  robust
analysis and comprehensive understanding. And just
like  a  well-executed  alley-oop,  our  methodology
seamlessly  connected  diverse  data  sources  and
methodological  approaches,  resulting in  a  research
endeavor that left no statistical stone unturned – or,
as  a  paving  enthusiast  might  put  it,  no  asphalt
unsmoothed!

4. Results

Our investigation into the relationship between the
Golden State Warriors' Seasonal Total Wins and the
number  of  paving,  surfacing,  and  tamping
equipment operators in Colorado yielded compelling
results.  The  data  revealed  a  robust  correlation
coefficient of 0.8881853 with an r-squared value of
0.7888731,  indicating  a  highly  significant
relationship  between  these  seemingly  disparate
variables.  In  the  words of  our  data  analysis  team,
"Looks  like  there's  no  curb  stomping  this
correlation!"

Figure  1  depicts  a  scatterplot  illustrating  the
pronounced  correlation  between  the  Golden  State
Warriors'  total  wins  and  the  number  of  paving,
surfacing,  and  tamping  equipment  operators  in
Colorado.  As  the  plot  eloquently  portrays,  the
relationship between these variables is as clear as a
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well-maintained  road,  defying  any  attempt  to
dismiss it as a mere coincidence.

The  strength  of  this  correlation  prompts  us  to
ponder, "What role does the basketball court play in
shaping the demand for paving-related occupations
in the Rocky Mountain State?" It seems that, much
like a perfectly executed free throw, this correlation
hits  the  mark  without  fail.  Our  research  team
couldn't  resist  a chuckle at  the thought of "paving
the way to victory."

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical significance of this correlation invites
us to consider a myriad of factors that may underpin
this unexpected connection. Is it sheer coincidence,
or  does  the  success  of  the  Golden  State  Warriors
indeed  weave  a  tale  that  reverberates  through  the
labor market in Colorado? As we delve deeper into
the implications of this correlation, we are reminded
that in the world of statistical analysis, as well as on
the  asphalt,  a  strong  foundation  can  lead  to
remarkable outcomes.

This  research  illuminates  not  only  an  unlikely
correlation in the realm of sports and labor dynamics
but  also  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the  most
unexpected connections can surface in the pursuit of
knowledge.  In  the words of  a wise statistician (or
perhaps  a  pun  enthusiast),  "When  it  comes  to
correlations,  every paved path leads  to  a  potential
discovery – even if it's paved with basketballs!"

5. Discussion

Our  study  has  unveiled  a  fascinating  correlation
between the seasonal total wins of the Golden State

Warriors and the demand for paving, surfacing, and
tamping  equipment  operators  in  Colorado.  Our
findings  not  only  confirm  but  also  augment  prior
research  in  surprising  and,  dare  we  say,  amusing
ways.  A chuckle-inducing revelation indeed,  but  a
revelation worth its weight in gold… to the Golden
State Warriors, that is!

Harkening  back  to  our  literature  review,  Smith  et
al.'s (2010) work on urban infrastructure and labor
markets  may  have  laid  the  groundwork,  but  our
research has added a slam-dunk twist by showcasing
that a basketball team's performance can have a non-
traditional impact on local labor markets. Likewise,
Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  meticulously  detailed
Colorado's  construction  and  infrastructure  sectors,
but  did  they  foresee  the  possibility  of  alley-oops
influencing  paving  and  surfacing  specialists'
employment patterns? It seems not, but our findings
certainly support the notion that not all paths to labor
demand  are  conventional–some  might  just  be
dribbling across the basketball court!

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  we  identified
aligns  with  previous  insights  from  Stone's  (2018)
exploration of the intersections between asphalt and
basketball. Upholding Stone's intricate observations,
our results clearly indicate that the basketball court,
much  like  a  well-manicured  road,  may  play  an
unexpected  role  in  shaping  paving-related  labor
market dynamics. Sometimes it's the court, not just
the pavement, that paves the way for success!

Our  statistical  encounter  with  a  pronounced
correlation coefficient  has laid the groundwork for
an  in-depth  elucidation  of  the  underlying
mechanisms  at  play.  Our  study  has  not  only
established a significant relationship but also leaped
over the competition to underscore that, in the world
of statistical analysis, as well as on the asphalt, even
the most improbable connections can pave the way
for understanding and insight. As they say, "when it
comes to correlations, every paved path leads to a
potential  discovery  –  even  if  it's  paved  with
basketballs!"

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  uncovered  a
remarkably  robust  correlation  between the  Golden
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State Warriors' Seasonal Total Wins and the number
of  paving,  surfacing,  and  tamping  equipment
operators  in  Colorado.  The  statistically  significant
relationship  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables prompts us to ponder, "What's the dribble,
Colorado?" 

The unexpected correlation between the success of a
basketball  team and the demand for paving-related
labor illustrates the interconnectedness of seemingly
disparate  phenomena.  It  seems  that  the  Warriors'
winning streaks may indeed lay the foundation for
an increase in paving and surfacing activities in the
Centennial State. We couldn't help but quip, "Looks
like the Warriors aren't the only ones on a roll!"

As  we  pave  the  way  for  future  research  in  this
fascinating intersection of sports outcomes and niche
labor markets, it's crystal clear that this correlation is
no mere coincidence – it's a slam dunk in the world
of  statistical  analysis.  Our  findings  not  only
contribute to the colorful tapestry of basketball trivia
but  also underscore  the  importance  of  considering
unconventional  factors  when  analyzing  sports
phenomena. 

Moving forward, it's evident that no more research is
needed  in  this  area.  After  all,  when  it  comes  to
correlations,  we've  already  hit  the  pavement
running!

Thanks for the opportunity to share a light-hearted
conclusion - and remember, it's okay to mix a little
fun into the serious stuff!
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