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ABSTRACT

From Sludge to Gas: The Correlation Between Sewage Sludge
Fertilizer Usage in the US and Gasoline Consumption in Madagascar

In  this  feculent  yet  flammable  study,  we  investigated  the  unexpected  connection
between the application of sewage sludge as fertilizer in the United States and the
gasoline consumption in the beautiful island nation of Madagascar. Embracing the allure
of odorous data, we utilized information from the USDA and the Energy Information
Administration  to  analyze  this  unexplored  relationship.  Our  findings  revealed  a
coefficient of correlation of 0.7727939 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the years 1986 to
2015,  suggesting  a  strong  statistical  link  between  these  disparate  yet  entwined
elements.  The  results  not  only  raised  eyebrows  but  also  left  us  pondering  the
interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated matters. This research not only sheds light
on an unorthodox bond but also serves as a reminder of the importance of scrutinizing
unconventional associations. It  also demonstrates the power of statistical  analysis to
uncover  surprising  correlations,  as  well  as  the  potential  for,  dare  we say,  fertilizing
further inquiry.
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sewage sludge fertilizer, gasoline consumption, correlation analysis, United States, Madagascar, 
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I. Introduction

As researchers, we are often encouraged to think outside the box, but never did we imagine that 

this would lead us to investigate the connection between sewage sludge fertilizer usage in the 

United States and gasoline consumption in Madagascar. To our surprise, what initially looked 

like a refuse-strewn rabbit hole of speculation actually unveiled a statistically significant 

relationship worthy of serious consideration and, dare we say, a few chuckles.

The peculiar pairing of sewage sludge and gasoline might seem more suited to a comedy sketch 

than a research paper, but as the saying goes, truth can be stranger than fiction. Embracing this 

unlikely correlation, we delved into the depths of data to uncover any potential link between 

these seemingly unrelated entities.

As we waded through the mass of information from the United States Department of Agriculture 

and the Energy Information Administration, we initially encountered skepticism and raised 

eyebrows from our colleagues. However, armed with statistical tools and a good sense of humor, 

we dived headfirst into this swirling cesspool of data in pursuit of knowledge and perhaps a bit 

of amusement.

In this paper, we present our unearthing of a surprising association, showing that the application 

of sewage sludge as fertilizer in the US is more than just a load of fertilizer – it is statistically 

intertwined with the gasoline consumption in Madagascar. The results may astound, raise an 

eyebrow, or even prompt a knowing nod, but they undoubtedly contribute to our understanding 

of the interconnectedness of global systems and the unexpected relationships that lie beneath the 

surface – both literally and metaphorically.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



So, buckle up and prepare to be both enlightened and entertained as we navigate through this 

statistically curious journey of sludge, gasoline, and the thrilling world of academic research.

II. Literature Review

As we delve into the existing literature to explore the connection between sewage sludge 

fertilizer usage in the United States and gasoline consumption in Madagascar, we encounter a 

mix of serious inquiries and whimsical speculations. Smith et al. (2010) conducted a 

comprehensive analysis of sewage sludge utilization for agricultural purposes, highlighting its 

potential impact on soil fertility and crop yields. On the other hand, Doe and Jones (2015) 

examined the intricate dynamics of gasoline consumption patterns in various island nations, 

providing valuable insights into the factors influencing fuel usage.

Moving beyond the conventional academic discourse, "The Big Stink: The Graphic Novel Saga 

of Sewage Sludge" by Greenleaf (2017) offers a creative exploration of the social and 

environmental implications of sewage sludge management, prompting readers to contemplate the

hidden value in waste. Similarly, "Fuel Follies: A Madcap Adventure" by Firestone (2018) takes 

a satirical approach to the global gasoline industry, injecting levity into the often serious 

discussion of energy consumption.

In a slightly unexpected turn, the science fiction novel "Sludge & Sparks: A Tale of Two Worlds"

by Starlight (2016) weaves a fantastical narrative involving intergalactic travel fueled by a 

curious blend of sewage sludge and unidentified energy sources. This whimsical tale serves as a 
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captivating reminder of the boundless creativity that permeates literary works, even when 

touching upon seemingly mundane subjects.

Furthermore, the blockbuster film "Madagascar: Escape from Gasoline Island" introduces 

audiences to the extraordinary escapades of anthropomorphic animals navigating an island 

characterized by an inexplicable abundance of gasoline. While this cinematic masterpiece may 

not directly address the connection between sewage sludge and gasoline, its lighthearted 

exploration of island life invites contemplation of the unforeseen interplay between diverse 

elements in an ecosystem.

In uncovering this unusual association between sewage sludge and gasoline consumption, it 

becomes evident that the literature surrounding these subjects is as diverse and unpredictable as 

the correlation itself. As we progress through this literature review, we invite readers to embrace 

the unexpected and prepare for a journey that defies conventional scholarly boundaries.

III. Methodology

To untangle the enigmatic connection between sewage sludge fertilizer usage in the United States

and gasoline consumption in Madagascar, we employed a methodological approach that can only

be described as a mix of science, adventure, and a dash of absurdity. Our data collection process 

involved traversing the internet's murky depths, where we scavenged for relevant information 

like intrepid explorers in search of buried treasure. While our research journey could perhaps be 

likened to slogging through the figurative muck, we assure you that it was a endeavor brimming 

with both rigour and levity.
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For the analysis of sewage sludge usage, we turned to the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), relying on their comprehensive datasets to gain insight into the application 

of this peculiar fertilizer over the years. The USDA, with their sterling reputation in agricultural 

data, provided the fertile soil from which to harvest our findings. We also consulted historical 

records, whispered rumors, and urban legends surrounding the mysterious world of sewage 

sludge to ensure that no potential nugget of information was left unturned.

Not to be outdone, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) became our beacon of 

enlightenment in the realm of gasoline consumption in Madagascar. Their reservoir of energy-

related data served as our compass, guiding us through the tangled thickets of petroleum 

statistics and illuminating the trends in gasoline consumption on the fascinating island nation. 

We were particularly grateful for their steadfast illumination in an area where the darkness of 

ignorance often reigns supreme.

With the data in hand, we utilized sophisticated statistical methods to infer, deduce, and postulate

potential relationships between these distinctive variables. Through a series of rigorous analyses 

that would make even the most steadfast of statisticians sweat, we wrangled the data, performed 

intricate computations, and wielded the powers of correlation and regression to unveil the hidden

threads linking sewage sludge usage in the US and gasoline consumption in Madagascar.

In order to appease the academic gods of statistical significance, we channeled our inner sages, 

conducting hypothesis tests and calculating p-values in a manner that was both exacting and, 

dare we say, somewhat whimsical. The years 1986 to 2015 were chosen as our temporal purview,

offering a broad canvas upon which to paint the portrait of this unexpected correlation.
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The resulting statistical indicators, including a coefficient of correlation that practically begged 

for attention and a p-value that sought to defy conventional expectations, ultimately underscored 

the existence of a substantial relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena. Our 

methodological odyssey may have been unconventional, but the rigorous foundation upon which 

our findings rest serves as a testament to the harmonious union of thorough research and 

irrepressible humor.

IV. Results

Our analysis of the data extracted from the USDA and the Energy Information Administration 

culminated in the revelation of a strong correlation between the application of sewage sludge as 

fertilizer in the United States and the gasoline consumption in Madagascar for the years 1986 to 

2015. The coefficient of correlation, calculated at 0.7727939, together with an r-squared of 

0.5972104, dazzled us with their robustness. To top it off, the p-value less than 0.01 added a 

cherry on this unexpected statistical sundae.

In Fig. 1, our scatterplot exemplifies the synchronized dance between sewage sludge and 

gasoline consumption across the years. Each data point, like a piece of the puzzle, fit snugly into 

this unanticipated statistical jigsaw, painting a vivid picture of the interdependence between these

seemingly incongruous entities. Who knew that something as foul-smelling as sewage sludge 

could have a statistical bromance with the fuel powering Madagascans' adventures?

Our findings not only raised eyebrows but also planted the seed of wonder in our minds, 

prompting us to contemplate the unfathomable connections that underlie our world. It's a classic 
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case of "one man's trash is another man's statistical treasure." The unexpected statistical kinship 

we uncovered not only underlines the importance of considering unconventional relationships 

but also highlights the far-reaching implications of seemingly unrelated factors in shaping our 

world.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our study not only unearths the statistical entwining of sewage sludge fertilizer 

usage in the US and gasoline consumption in Madagascar but also beckons the research 

community to embrace the unexpected connections that await our inquisitive minds. After all, 

who knows which statistical rabbit hole may lead us to the next serendipitous discovery?

V. Discussion

Our findings have left us feeling both exhilarated and slightly bewildered. The statistically 

significant correlation we unearthed between the application of sewage sludge as fertilizer in the 
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United States and the gasoline consumption in Madagascar aligns with the unlikeliest of 

connections we encountered in our whimsical review of the literature.

In the face of this unexpected statistical bromance, we find ourselves recalling the peculiar 

musings of Starlight (2016) in "Sludge & Sparks: A Tale of Two Worlds." In this science fiction 

extravaganza, intergalactic travel is fueled not by conventional energy sources but by a curious 

amalgamation of sewage sludge and mystery substances. While the narrative may be fantastical, 

our findings echo the underlying message of unanticipated interplay between disparate elements, 

albeit in a less intergalactic setting.

The unorthodox bond we have uncovered serves as a subtle nod to Greenleaf's (2017) "The Big 

Stink: The Graphic Novel Saga of Sewage Sludge," in its exploration of the hidden value in 

waste. Indeed, just as the novel prompts readers to contemplate the untapped potential of sewage 

sludge, our research has exposed the unforeseen influence of this unconventional fertilizer 

application on gasoline consumption in a distant island nation.

As our findings align with the previous literature, they accentuate the oft-overlooked 

interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated matters. The statistically robust correlation coefficient

of 0.7727939 and a p-value less than 0.01 provide compelling evidence supporting the notion 

that our multifaceted world is governed by intricate relationships that extend beyond traditional 

boundaries.

Our humorous romp through the literature review, replete with satirical and imaginative works, 

has unexpectedly guided us towards a serious and intriguing revelation. This connection between

sewage sludge and gasoline consumption not only challenges traditional academic discourse but 
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also underscores the potential for surprising correlations to emerge from the most unlikely of 

places.

In essence, our research emphasizes the importance of heeding the unexpected and embracing 

the unconventional in academic inquiry. As we contemplate the implications of this statistical 

symbiosis, we can't help but wonder what other astonishing connections lie concealed beneath 

the surface of apparently unrelated phenomena. Indeed, this statistical rollercoaster has left us 

eager to delve deeper into other unexplored statistical rabbit holes and untangle further 

serendipitous discoveries that await our inquisitive minds.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has fertilized the field of statistical inquiry by unearthing the unlikely

connection between sewage sludge fertilizer usage in the US and gasoline consumption in 

Madagascar. This unexpected correlation, akin to a statistical buddy cop movie, has not only left 

us scratching our heads in disbelief but also opened our eyes to the alluring serendipity of 

statistical analysis.

As we close the proverbial lid on this statistical septic tank of findings, we are reminded that the 

world of data is a rich and organic playground, where even the most malodorous of variables can

form a statistically significant bond. Our findings have certainly given new meaning to the 

phrase "fuel for thought," as we ponder the unforeseen relationship between these seemingly 

disparate elements.
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Therefore, we assert with confidence that no further research is needed in this area. We leave it 

as a curious statistical nugget, a reminder that in the world of research, one should always expect

the unexpected – and perhaps, even embrace it with open arms.
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