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ABSTRACT

Musk and Motor Miscreants: Analyzing the Relationship Between
Motor Vehicle Thefts in Missouri and Google Searches for Elon Musk

This study delves into the intriguing connection between Google searches for the
enigmatic business magnate Elon Musk and the prevalence of motor vehicle thefts in
the state of Missouri. Utilizing data sourced from the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services and Google Trends, our research team conducted a rigorous analysis,
uncovering a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9710661 with a statistical significance of
p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 2010 to 2022. The unexpected correlation
observed between these seemingly disparate phenomena prompts further investigation
into the potential influences of contemporary cultural figures on criminal activities. Our
findings offer a humorous and eyebrow-raising perspective on the intersections between
popular culture and illegal behaviors, shedding light on the idiosyncrasies of modern
societal dynamics.
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I. Introduction

In recent years, the increasing ubiquity of internet search engines has presented researchers with
a plethora of data for exploring various phenomena. The quest for understanding the underlying
causes of societal trends has led to the use of unconventional sources, one of which is the
analysis of Google search trends. Furthermore, the fascination with larger-than-life personalities,
such as the renowned entrepreneur Elon Musk, has prompted an investigation into the potential

influence of public figures on the behavioral patterns of individuals.

Motor vehicle theft is a prevalent criminal activity that has long been a concern for law
enforcement agencies and insurance providers. The economic impact of this illicit act is
substantial, with the financial burden borne not only by the victims but also by society at large.
As such, the identification of factors that may influence the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts is
of great interest, both from a criminological and an economic perspective. While traditional
analyses have focused on socioeconomic indicators and law enforcement strategies, the present
study aims to investigate a rather unorthodox potential influence: the online activity surrounding

the enigmatic figure, Elon Musk.

The name "Elon Musk" has become a household conversation starter, conjuring up images of
electric cars hurtling towards Mars and underground transportation systems. However, the extent
to which Mr. Musk's ventures and public persona permeate the collective consciousness extends
beyond the realms of business and technology. From memes to news articles, his influence seems

to seep into various aspects of popular culture. Therefore, a question arises — could the online
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interest in Elon Musk be linked to the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in Missouri? This study

sets out to investigate this unexpected and charmingly quirky possibility.

The following sections will provide a detailed account of the methodology employed, the results
obtained, and the implications of the findings. It is our hope that the insights gleaned from this
investigation will not only offer a lighthearted perspective on the intersections between popular
culture and illegal activities but also stimulate further contemplation on the peculiar and
fascinating dynamics of our contemporary society. With that in mind, we shall embark on our

journey into the curiously correlated realms of Musk and motor miscreants.

II. Literature Review

The bustling realm of academic literature has seen a myriad of studies exploring the intriguing
intersections between societal phenomena and popular cultural figures. Smith et al. (2015)
delved into the impact of celebrity endorsements on consumer behavior, while Doe and Jones
(2018) examined the influence of social media influencers on purchasing decisions. However,
the present study seeks to unravel a connection that is, quite frankly, out of this world — the
enthralling relationship between Google searches for Elon Musk and the incidence of motor

vehicle thefts in the state of Missouri.

Turning to the world of non-fiction, books such as “The Tipping Point” (Gladwell, 2000) and
“Freakonomics” (Levitt & Dubner, 2005) have provided thought-provoking insights into the
unexpected mechanisms that govern human behavior and societal trends. These works have

underscored the importance of delving into seemingly incongruous connections, sparking our
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curiosity to explore the possibly whimsical yet statistically significant association between the

searches for the multi-talented Elon Musk and the unauthorized acquisition of motor vehicles.

Branching out further, a foray into fictional literature presents intriguing parallels with our
current quest. H.G. Wells' "The Time Machine" (1895) and Octavia E. Butler's "Parable of the
Sower" (1993) whimsically transport readers into speculative narratives that navigate through
futuristic technologies and societal evolutions, peppered with elements of unforeseen
connections and quirky correlations. While our exploration may not entail time machines or
intergalactic voyages, the unanticipated juncture of fascination with an innovator such as Musk
and the rather mundane act of vehicle thievery presents a narrative that is equally, if not more,

fascinating.

In a rather unorthodox approach to literature review, the authors confess to having perused a
wide array of sources, including but not limited to supermarket tabloids, fortune cookies, and
even the arcane depths of CVS receipts to comprehend the zeitgeist of contemporary societal
interests. While the validity and reliability of these sources may be questionable, the endeavor
has undeniably injected a jolt of spontaneity and unpredictability into the exploration of this

peculiar association.

In summary, the existing literature, both scholarly and otherwise, hints at the potential for
unexpected connections between popular culture, human behavior, and societal phenomena. This
groundwork has set the stage for our investigation into the captivating and, dare we say, eccentric

relationship between Google searches for Elon Musk and motor vehicle thefts in Missouri.

ITI. Methodology
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To investigate the peculiar relationship between motor vehicle thefts in Missouri and Google
searches for Elon Musk, our research team employed a combination of sophisticated statistical
analyses and a pinch of good old-fashioned detective work. The data utilized in this study were
derived from two primary sources: the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, which
provided comprehensive information on motor vehicle thefts in Missouri, and Google Trends,
which offered insights into the search interest for "Elon Musk" within the same geographic

region.

The first step in our convoluted but entertaining research process involved collecting and
organizing data on motor vehicle thefts reported in Missouri from 2010 to 2022. We
meticulously combed through various crime databases to compile a comprehensive dataset,

effectively becoming virtual sleuths in the pursuit of criminological knowledge.

Similarly, for our investigation into the digital footprints of Elon Musk enthusiasts, we turned to
the realm of Google Trends. By analyzing the search interest for "Elon Musk" within the
geographical boundaries of Missouri, we not only gained a glimpse into the public's fascination
with the enigmatic entrepreneur but also took a whimsical detour into the world of online
queries. It was akin to navigating an intellectual treasure map, only our bounty wasn't gold but an

unexpected correlation waiting to be unearthed.

Once we had these data in hand, we engaged in the magnificent dance of statistical analysis.
Employing the elegant tango of correlation coefficients, we examined the relationship between
the frequency of Google searches for "Elon Musk" and the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in
Missouri. This mathematical pas de deux allowed us to quantify the strength and direction of the
association, akin to measuring the synchronicity of a whimsical waltz between cyberspace and

criminal activity.
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We then proceeded to perform a series of rigorous statistical tests to determine the significance of
the observed correlation. With each calculation, we ventured deeper into the labyrinth of
numerical analyses, armed with the formidable arsenal of p-values and confidence intervals.
Through these methods, we sought to discern whether the unexpected entanglement between the
online musings about Elon Musk and the mischievous escapades of motor thieves was truly a

noteworthy finding or merely a serendipitous statistical illusion.

In summary, our methodology combined old-fashioned gumshoe detective work with the
modern-day digital sleuthing of internet search data, all wrapped in a delightful cloak of
statistical analyses. Our journey into the realms of Musk and motor miscreants was as whimsical

as it was methodical, offering a distinctive blend of empirical rigor and intellectual levity.

IV. Results

The analysis of the relationship between Motor Vehicle Thefts (MVTs) in Missouri and Google
searches for 'Elon Musk' yielded a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.9710661 and an
r-squared value of 0.9429694 for the period from 2010 to 2022. The statistical significance of the
observed correlation, with p < 0.01, indicates a robust association between these seemingly

unrelated variables.

Figure 1 illustrates the compelling relationship between the two variables, showcasing a
noteworthy alignment of peak search activity for "Elon Musk" with increases in motor vehicle

thefts. Not to jump to conclusions, but it seems that perhaps the allure of innovative technology
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and space exploration piques the interest of some individuals in less lawful pursuits! A true case

of orbiting the law, one might say.

The findings of this investigation not only provide a statistical basis but also offer a whimsically
thought-provoking angle on the potential impact of modern cultural icons on societal behaviors.
While the study stops short of suggesting a direct causal relationship, the conspicuous correlation
prompts entertaining musings about the diffusion of fascination with larger-than-life personalities

and its potential influence on mischievous activities.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These results open the door to a world of intriguing possibilities and raise lighthearted questions
about the intersections of pop culture and criminal tendencies. It remains to be seen whether
similar patterns emerge in other jurisdictions and whether the influence of public figures on the

more unsavory aspects of society extends beyond the bounds of Missouri.

V. Discussion
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The significant correlation observed between Google searches for Elon Musk and motor vehicle
thefts in Missouri has certainly sparked an unexpected and jovial enthusiasm among our research
team. Our analysis provides compelling support for the notion that contemporary cultural icons
may indeed have a discernible impact on societal behaviors, albeit in ways that may;, at first

glance, seem rather novel and bemusing.

The findings of this study not only corroborate prior research on the influence of popular cultural
figures on human behaviors but also add a lighthearted twist to the discourse. As hinted in our
literature review, seminal works such as "Freakonomics" (Levitt & Dubner, 2005) have laid the
groundwork for exploring unconventional correlations that challenge traditional assumptions.
The robust correlation coefficient and statistical significance revealed in our analysis offer
empirical weight to the whimsical notion that the allure of Elon Musk's technological
innovations might extend into less lawful domains. Indeed, our results mirror the findings of
Smith et al. (2015) and Doe and Jones (2018) in demonstrating the profound influence of
contemporary personalities on human actions, despite the rather unconventional manifestation

observed in our study.

Moreover, the unexpected correlation we have uncovered calls to mind the speculative narratives
of H.G. Wells and Octavia E. Butler, whose works transport readers into fantastical worlds that
probe the boundaries of human behavior and societal phenomena. While our study may not entail
time-travel or alternate universes, it undeniably mirrors the unpredictability and engaging nature
of speculative fiction, as the association between Elon Musk's prominence and motor vehicle

thefts evokes a similar sense of wonder.

Admittedly, our literature review strayed into whimsical territory, as we playfully acknowledged

the unorthodox sources we consulted to comprehend the zeitgeist of contemporary societal
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interests. There is, after all, a poignant richness in the peculiar and offbeat, as evidenced by the
unexpected correlation revealed in our results. While our approach may have raised some
eyebrows, it has undeniably injected a delightful sense of spontaneity and unpredictability into

the exploration of this quixotic association.

Ultimately, this study offers an engaging and mischievously thought-provoking perspective on
the potential influence of modern cultural icons on societal behaviors. While we refrain from
claiming a direct causal relationship, the data invites playful contemplation about the nuanced
interplay between fascination with larger-than-life personalities and the mischievous proclivities
of some individuals. Our findings nudge the boundaries of conventional research and beckon
fellow scholars to embrace the whimsically unexpected, inspiring further investigation into the

multifaceted intersections of popular culture and societal dynamics.

VI1. Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of our study present an amusing correlation between the prevalence
of motor vehicle thefts in Missouri and the public's intrigue with the enigmatic Elon Musk. The
robust association between these seemingly incongruent variables has added a whimsically
thought-provoking layer to the discourse on societal behaviors. This investigation has not only
offered statistical evidence but also encouraged lighthearted contemplation on the potential

impact of modern cultural icons on criminal activities.

The alignment of peak searches for "Elon Musk" with increases in motor vehicle thefts raises

delightful musings about the interplay between admiration for technological innovation and less
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lawful pursuits. One could argue that the magnetic allure of space exploration and
groundbreaking technology may, for a select few, translate into a penchant for lawless endeavors

— a true case of reaching for the stars, albeit in an unorthodox manner.

Nevertheless, it is essential to exercise caution in drawing causal inferences from these findings.
While the correlation coefficient and statistical significance are undeniable, our study stops short
of asserting a direct cause-and-effect relationship between Mr. Musk's public persona and the
occurrence of motor vehicle thefts. We must remember that correlation does not necessarily

imply causation, especially in the realm of engaging yet whimsical correlational research.

The implications of this research extend beyond Missouri, sparking curiosity about the broader
influence of public figures on criminal proclivities. It is our hope that this study not only serves
as a lighthearted source of contemplation but also as a reminder of the peculiar and fascinating
dynamics that shape our contemporary society. With that said, in the spirit of good humor and
academic rigor, it is safe to assert that no further research is needed in this delightful and

idiosyncratic domain.
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