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Abstract

This research paper presents a tongue-in-cheek investigation into the potential connection between 
internet-related xkcd comics and the quantity of typists in the state of Missouri. Using data obtained from 
AI analysis of xkcd comics and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we aimed to shed light on this seemingly 
whimsical yet surprisingly intriguing relationship. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 
0.8299893 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the time period spanning from 2007 
to 2022. The results whimsically point to a potential humorous connection between the internet musings 
portrayed in xkcd comics and the diligent typists in the Show-Me State. Our analysis offers a lighthearted 
twist in the realm of statistical research and emphasizes the unexpected connections that can emerge 
from seemingly disparate datasets.

Copyleft 2024 Institute of Sciences.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

In  an  era  where  the  internet  permeates
every  aspect  of  modern  life,  from  social
interactions  to  economic  transactions,  the
influence  of  online  culture  on  the  offline
world cannot be ignored. One manifestation
of  this  influence  lies  in  the  realm  of
webcomics,  where  artist-philosopher
Randall  Munroe's  xkcd  series  has  carved
out  a  unique  niche  by  serving  up  quirky
humor  and  insightful  musings  on  the
digitally-dominated  landscape.
Simultaneously,  the  tick-tack-tapping  of
keyboards resonates in offices and homes

across  Missouri,  symbolizing  the  state's
dedication to the art of typing. 

Why,  one  might  ask,  would  an  academic
endeavor  converge  upon  the  seemingly
unrelated  realms  of  internet  comics  and
typing typists? The answer, dear reader, lies
in the delightful exploration of whimsy and
statistical  analysis.  This  study  aims  to
entertain and enlighten,  as we embark on
an  unconventional  quest  to  uncover  any
potential  connections  between  xkcd's
internet-themed  merriment  and  the  steady
hands  and  nimble  fingers  of  Missouri's
typists. At first glance, this may appear to be
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a whimsical intersection, a fanciful flight of
statistical fancy, if you will. However, as we
traverse  through  the  avenue  of  empirical
evidence,  the  unexpected  and  the  absurd
may  sometimes  lead  us  to  intriguing  and
illuminating discoveries. 

Our  investigation  into  this  amusing
correspondence,  though  light-hearted  in
nature,  is  underpinned  by  a  rigorous
statistical analysis, as we seek to ascertain
whether  there  is  any  substantive
relationship  between  the  two  seemingly
disparate  dimensions.  As  we  embark  on
this,  dare  I  say,  delightful  statistical
misadventure, we invite the reader to join us
on  a  journey  that  seeks  to  uncover  the
hidden  symphonies  of  correlation  and
causation, amidst the lighthearted backdrop
of internet humor and keystroke endeavors.

2. Literature Review

In  the  realm  of  internet  culture  and
whimsical  statistical  analysis,  researchers
have delved into a variety of unconventional
topics,  and  our  investigation  into  the
potential  connection  between xkcd comics
and  Missouri's  typing  population  is  no
exception.  Smith  (2015)  explored  the
influence  of  internet  memes  on  regional
labor  trends,  an  endeavor  that  may  hold
relevance  to  our  own  pursuit.  Meanwhile,
Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  provided  a
comprehensive analysis of webcomics and
their societal impact, albeit in a less quirky
fashion.

Moving  beyond  the  academic  sphere,
several  non-fiction  works  have  also  flirted
with the intersection of internet musings and
populous  activities.  In  "The  Internet's
Influence  on  Modern  Life"  by  Lorem  and
Ipsum (2016), the authors examine the far-
reaching  effects  of  internet  culture  on
everyday routines, offering potential insights
into  our  own  investigation.  Furthermore,
"Data,  Digits,  and  the  Digital  Age"  by
Fictional  and  Imaginary  (2019)  presents  a

more  whimsical  take  on  the  technological
era,  hinting  at  the  underlying  connections
between  internet  humor  and  seemingly
unrelated activities such as typing.

In the realm of fiction, certain literature may
yield  unexpected  parallels  to  our
investigation. The novel "Click Clack: Tales
of  Typewriters  and  Trolls"  by  Imaginative
Author (2017) encapsulates the spirit of our
quest,  blending  the  whimsical  with  the
mundane in a nod to the potential  hidden
connections  between  internet-inspired
humor and the art  of  typing.  Similarly,  the
work  of  renowned  fiction  writer  J.  K.
Rowling,  specifically  the  "Harry  Potter"
series,  may  hold  cryptic  allusions  to  our
inquiry. Could the clacking of typewriters in
the  Ministry  of  Magic  bear  a  surreal
resemblance  to  our  study  of  typists  in
Missouri?

Moreover,  in  the  digital  sphere,  popular
internet memes such as the "Keyboard Cat"
and the "Typing Dog" have pervaded online
platforms,  subtly  hinting  at  the  underlying
influence of typing-related humor on internet
culture.  These  phenomena,  though
lighthearted  in  nature,  underscore  the
potential  interplay  between  internet-centric
entertainment and the seemingly mundane
activity of typing.

3. Our approach & methods

To  embark  on  this  eccentric  academic
escapade,  we  employed  a  multifaceted
approach  to  gather  and  analyze  data  in
order  to  unravel  the  potential  connection
between  xkcd  comics  pertaining  to  the
internet  and  the  number  of  typists  in  the
state of Missouri. Our research incorporated
a  blend  of  computational  intelligence,
statistical  wizardry, and a touch of whimsy
to delve into this unorthodox investigation.
The first  step of our methodology involved
the  selection  and  categorization  of  xkcd
comics  that  prominently  featured  internet-
related  themes.  For  this  purpose,  we
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harnessed the power of artificial intelligence
to process and categorize a vast corpus of
xkcd comics  published between 2007 and
2022. This AI-moderated endeavor allowed
us  to  filter  out  the  internet-centric  gems,
ensuring a comprehensive representation of
cyberspace-inspired merriment.

Following  this,  we  sought  to  quantify  the
frequency  of  such  internet-centric  xkcd
comics  over  the  years,  as  a  means  to
capture  the  evolving  reflections  of  online
culture  within  the  xkcd  oeuvre.  To
complement this, we turned to the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics'  occupational  data,  mining
the records pertaining to typists within the
state of Missouri.  This involved meticulous
data curation and validation, as we aimed to
portray  an  accurate  representation  of  the
typist  population  over  the  same  temporal
period. 

Having amassed these intriguing datasets,
we then engaged in the intricate dance of
statistical analysis. Through the application
of  correlation  coefficients,  regression
models,  and  sophisticated  time-series
analyses,  we  endeavored  to  unveil  any
potential  relationships,  no  matter  how
whimsical,  between  the  frequency  of
internet-themed  xkcd  comics  and  the
fluctuations  in  Missouri's  typist  population.
The  employment  of  rigorous  statistical
techniques  served  as  our  firm  tether  to
empirical  rigor,  amidst  the  whimsical
nuances of our research endeavor.

It is to be noted, however, that throughout
this process, we maintained an unwavering
commitment to the objectivity and validity of
our  findings,  despite  the  inherently
lighthearted  nature  of  the  inquiry.  Our
methodological  approach  was  designed to
navigate  the  treacherous  waters  of
statistical  inference with a delightful  sense
of  curiosity  and  occasional  puns,  while
upholding the sanctity of scientific rigor.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  relationship
between xkcd  comics  on  the  internet  and
the  number  of  typists  in  Missouri  for  the
period from 2007 to 2022 yielded intriguing
findings.  Our  research  uncovered  a
remarkably strong correlation coefficient  of
0.8299893  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6888823. Furthermore, the p-value of less
than  0.01  indicates  that  this  correlation  is
statistically  significant,  much  like  the
penchant  for  wordplay  in  the xkcd comics
themselves.

The results depicted in the scatterplot (Fig.
1)  illustrate the strong positive relationship
between  the  internet-themed  musings  of
xkcd and the typists in Missouri. It appears
that  as  the  internet  musings  depicted  in
xkcd comics wax and wane, the number of
typists  in  Missouri  exhibits  a  synchronous
and  diligent  rhythm.  One  might  even  say
that the statistical dance between these two
variables is akin to a whimsical waltz, with
each  step  revealing  a  lighthearted  yet
resolute connection.

These  findings  playfully  allude  to  the
potential  influence  of  internet  culture,
humor,  and  musings  on  the  offline
occupation  of  typists  in  Missouri.  The
juxtaposition  of  xkcd's  surreal,  often
computational humor and the practical world
of  typing  in  Missouri  underscores  the
unexpected  interplay  between  the  virtual
and physical realms. Indeed, our statistical
examination  uncovered  a  noteworthy
relationship that tickles the analytical fancy
and  invites  further  exploration  into  the
serendipitous  synchronicities  that  can
transpire  across  seemingly  unrelated
domains.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  these  results  offer  a
whimsical  yet  significant  insight  into  the
potential  interplay between internet  culture
and real-world occupations. The correlation
between xkcd comics and Missouri typists,
while  initially  seemingly  farcical,
demonstrates the unanticipated connections
that  emerge  from  the  whims  of  statistical
analysis. This unorthodox statistical pursuit
underscores  the  delightful  and  surprising
nature  of  empirical  investigations,  as  it
lightheartedly  unveils  the  harmonious
cacophony  of  statistical  correlation  amidst
the  humor  and  diligence  of  xkcd  and  the
typists of Missouri.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  regarding  the
correlation  between  xkcd  comics  and  the
number of typists in Missouri from 2007 to
2022  whimsically  validate  the  seemingly
bizarre  yet  surprisingly  captivating  link
between  internet  humor  and  the  practical
occupation of typing. Our results revealed a
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8299893
and a statistically significant p-value of less
than  0.01,  lending  statistical  clout  to  the
purported  connection.  These  numerical
tidbits  amusingly  affirm  the  potential
influence of internet culture on the diligent
typists in  the Show-Me State,  echoing the
sentiment of the xkcd comics themselves –
that even the most preposterous scenarios
may harbor profound implications.

Perhaps the most unexpected aspect of our
findings  is  the  synchronized  rhythm
observed between the fluctuations in  xkcd
comic themes and the number of typists in
Missouri,  akin  to  a  whimsical  waltz  or
perhaps  the  delightfully  choreographed
movements  of  a  tap-dancing  horse.  This
synchronous  dance  between  the  virtual
musings of xkcd and the tangible activity of
typing  in  Missouri  tugs  at  the  analytical
heartstrings,  inviting  contemplation  of  the
unanticipated  interplay  between  the
internet's surreal humor and the pragmatic
world of typists.

Our results lend credence to prior research
that has delved into the influence of internet
memes  on  regional  labor  trends,  adroitly
connecting  the  dots  between  the  virtual
world  and  real-world  occupations.
Furthermore, the connections unearthed in
our  statistical  pursuit  humorously  harken
back to obscure allusions in  literature and
popular  culture,  playfully  nodding  to  the
baffling  parallels  hidden  within  seemingly
unrelated domains.  The whimsical  tales of
typewriters and trolls may well hold cues to
our own investigation,  much like the ever-
enigmatic  clacking  of  typewriters  in  the
Ministry of Magic bears surreal resemblance
to our study of typists in Missouri.

The  potential  impact  of  this  unexpected
correlation extends beyond mere statistical
novelty,  playfully nudging at the underlying
influence of  internet  culture and humor on
the  quotidian  activities  that  often  go
unnoticed.  As  the  scatterplot  elegantly
illustrates,  the  statistical  tango  between
xkcd  comics  and  Missouri  typists  adds  a
touch  of  scholarly  banter  to  the  statistical
arena,  underscoring  the  lighthearted  yet
thought-provoking  nature  of  our  analytical
pursuit.

In sum, our study showcases the captivating
interplay between fanciful  internet musings
and  earnest  offline  occupations,  shedding
light  on  the  unforeseen  links  that  emerge
from whimsical statistical analyses. It tickles
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the  intellectual  fancy  and  accentuates  the
intriguing  tête-à-tête  between  the  ethereal
humor  of  the  internet  and  the  tangible
diligence of Missouri typists, demonstrating
that statistical investigations, no matter how
unconventional,  can  uncover  surprisingly
harmonious  connections  amidst  the
seemingly discordant  cadence of everyday
life.

6. Conclusion

In this delightfully unconventional foray into
statistical  analysis,  we  have  uncovered  a
statistically  significant  correlation  between
the internet-themed musings of xkcd comics
and the number of typists in Missouri. The
whimsical  yet  substantial  correlation
coefficient of 0.8299893 and the p-value of
less  than  0.01  point  to  a  surprising
association  between  the  world  of  internet
humor  and  the  diligent  keystrokes  of
Missouri's typists.

The strength of  this  correlation,  much like
the  unexpected  plot  twists  in  a  good
webcomic,  offers  a  lighthearted  yet
compelling  insight  into  the  potential
influence  of  virtual  satire  on  real-world
occupational dynamics. Our findings invite a
whimsical  pondering  on  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  disparate
domains, akin to the unexpected discovery
of an Easter egg in the midst of a complex
statistical model.

While the initial  premise of this study may
have elicited a chuckle or a raised eyebrow,
our  results  whimsically  underscore  the
unexpected  connections  that  can  emerge
from  the  interplay  of  virtual  musings  and
physical  occupations.  As  we  bid  adieu  to
this lighthearted statistical misadventure, we
couldn't  resist  acknowledging  the  humor
and curiosity  that  have guided us through
this analytical journey.

In the spirit of statistical whimsy, we assert
that  no  further  research is  needed  in  this

area, as we have undoubtedly unearthed a
trove of surprising connections between the
virtual  and  real  worlds.  As  we  close  this
chapter  of  statistical  exploration,  we leave
the reader with the parting thought that, in
the  world  of  statistical  analysis,  the
unexpected and the amusing often hold the
keys  to  intriguing  and  enlightening
discoveries.
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