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Unidentified Flying Objects and Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest 
Winner: A Link That's Out of This World?

Catherine Hart, Anthony Travis, Gideon P Tillman

Evanston, Illinois

It  has long been a point  of  speculation whether there is any connection between UFO
sightings and the consumption of hotdogs by Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest champions.
This  study  sought  to  investigate  this  enigmatic  relationship,  utilizing  data  from  the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center  and  Wikipedia  to  assess  this  culinary  conundrum.
Surprisingly,  our  analysis  revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8367327  and  a
significance level  of  p  < 0.01 for  the period spanning from 1979 to 2021,  implying a
remarkably  strong  association  between  these  seemingly  unrelated  phenomena.  Our
findings have left us pondering: is it possible that hot dogs hold some intergalactic appeal,
drawing the attention of extraterrestrial beings to our humble planet? As we delved deeper
into the data, it  became clear that there might be more to this cosmic connection than
meets the eye – or, perhaps, meets the taste buds. While this study cannot definitively prove
causation,  it  certainly  raises  some  tantalizing  questions  about  the  interplay  between
celestial sightings and terrestrial tubed meats. In conclusion, our research sheds light on a
peculiar correlation that, until  now, has eluded scientific inquiry. So, the next time you
gaze at the stars and indulge in a hot dog, ponder this: are we mere mortals unwitting
participants in an otherworldly hot dog-eating competition? After all,  it  seems that the
universe has a passion for punny pairings, making this link truly "out of this world" in the
most literal sense!

The enigmatic allure of unidentified flying objects
(UFOs) has fascinated and perplexed individuals for
decades,  begging  the  age-old  question:  Are  we
alone  in  the  universe,  or  are  there  beings  from
distant planets observing our earthly antics?

Dad  joke  alert:  Why  don't  aliens  eat  clowns?
Because they taste funny!

On the  other  hand,  the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating
Contest has tantalized audiences with its astonishing
displays of gastronomic prowess,  prompting us to
ponder  the  limits  of  human  consumption  and  the
peculiar appeal of competitively consuming copious
quantities of cylindrical meat products.

Speaking of hot dogs, did you hear about the latest
physics  experiment  involving  a  sausage?  It  took
place at the Large Hadron Colander!

The intersection of these two seemingly unrelated
phenomena has inspired us to embark on a voyage
of  discovery,  navigating  the  cosmos  of  UFO
sightings  and  the  savory  universe  of  hot  dog
consumption  in  search  of  a  connection  that  may
defy our Earthly understanding.

Dad joke alert: What do you call a parade of rabbits
hopping backwards? A receding hare-line!
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     Previous studies have probed the enigmatic and
elusive nature of unidentified flying objects (UFOs)
and  the  inexplicable  appeal  of  Nathan's  Hot  Dog
Eating  Contest  champions'  consumption  habits.
Smith  et  al.  (2010)  conducted  a  comprehensive
analysis of UFO sighting reports in the Minnesota
region,  while  Doe  (2015)  explored  the  dietary
preferences  of  competitive  eaters.  Jones  (2018)
delved  into  the  potential  psychological  effects  of
witnessing UFO phenomena.

     Turning to non-fiction publications with relevant
content,  "The  UFO  Experience:  A  Scientific
Inquiry"  by  Jacobs  (2000)  and  "Hot  Dogs  and
Competitive Eating: A History" by Chestnut (2019)
provided  valuable  insights  into  the  cultural  and
sociological aspects of these phenomena.

     Fictitious  works that  toy with the themes of
extraterrestrial encounters and culinary feats include
"E.T.  Ate  My Hot Dog" by Spielberg  (1982) and
"The  Intergalactic  Hot  Dog  Contest"  by  Asimov
(1973),  each presenting imaginative scenarios that
blur  the  line  between  the  mundane  and  the
extraordinary.

     Additionally, internet memes such as "Ancient
Aliens"  and  "Hot  Doge"  have  permeated  popular
culture,  offering  a  blend  of  humor  and
pseudoscience that hints at the underlying intrigue
of our research question.

     These literary and media sources provide a rich
tapestry of perspectives on the nexus between UFO
sightings  and  the  remarkable  feats  of  hot  dog
consumption, setting the stage for our investigation
into this cosmic culinary conundrum.

METHODOLOGY

To  explore  the  link  between  UFO  sightings  in
Minnesota  and  the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Contest  champions,  a
multifaceted methodology was employed. Data on
UFO sightings across Minnesota from 1979 to 2021
was  collected  from  the  National  UFO  Reporting
Center,  while  information  regarding  the  annual

consumption of hotdogs by the contest winner was
assembled  from  a  variety  of  sources,  primarily
utilizing historical records from Wikipedia.

The  first  step  in  our  methodology  involved  the
development  of  a  multidimensional  algorithm  to
categorize UFO sightings based on factors such as
duration, proximity to hotdog vendors, and weather
patterns. These variables were cross-referenced with
the  dietary  habits  of  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating
Contest champions, accounting for factors such as
condiment  preference,  bun  utilization,  and  post-
competition digestion speed.

In  order  to  establish  a  robust  framework  for
analysis,  we  constructed  a  Hubble  telescope-
inspired data visualization tool, allowing us to map
and analyze the spatial and temporal distribution of
UFO sightings in Minnesota while simultaneously
monitoring  the  fluctuating  trends  in  hotdog
consumption  by  Nathan's  champions.  This  tool
provided valuable insights into potential correlation
patterns and inspired a renewed appreciation for the
cosmic dimensions of our research.

In  order  to  account  for  potential  confounding
variables, such as the lunar cycle and fluctuations in
the  stock market,  a  sophisticated  statistical  model
was  employed.  This  model  utilized  Bayesian
inference  to  discern  correlations  between  UFO
sightings  and  hotdog  consumption,  taking  into
account  the  relative  gravitational  pull  of  celestial
bodies  and  the  residual  effects  of  interstellar
radiation on human appetite.

To  further  validate  our  findings,  a  comparative
analysis  was  conducted,  contrasting  the  trends  in
UFO sightings and hotdog consumption with other
worldly phenomena, such as lunar eclipses, comet
appearances, and Elvis sightings. This comparative
approach provided a broader cosmic context for our
research and ensured robustness in our conclusions.

Dad joke alert: Why did the hot dog turn down a
chance to be in a Broadway show? It didn't relish
the thought of being center stage!
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In  summary,  the  methodology  employed  in  this
study  represents  a  comprehensive  and  innovative
approach  to  unraveling  the  enigmatic  relationship
between UFO sightings and the consumptive feats
of Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest champions. By
integrating  advanced  statistical  techniques  with
cosmic  curiosity,  our  methodology  has  paved  the
way  for  a  deeper  understanding  of  this  peculiar
pairing, hinting at a cosmic connection that defies
conventional explanation.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  yielded  a  striking
correlation coefficient of 0.8367327 between UFO
sightings in Minnesota and the amount of hotdogs
consumed by Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition
champions. This correlation suggests a strong linear
relationship  between  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena. It seems that the truth is out there, and
it might just be craving a hot dog.

Additionally,  the  r-squared  value  of  0.7001216
indicates  that  approximately  70.01%  of  the
variability in hotdog consumption can be explained
by  the  variability  in  UFO sightings.  This  finding
reinforces  the  robustness  of  the  relationship
between  these  two  variables,  lending  credence  to
the notion that there may be more at play than meets
the eye—or, in this case, the telescope.

For those skeptics who may question the reliability
of such a correlation, the p-value of less than 0.01
provides  compelling  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis of no association. This indicates that the
probability  of  observing such a  strong correlation
by  chance  alone  is  less  than  1%,  making  this
connection statistically significant. It seems that the
cosmic  and  culinary  realms  are  more  intertwined
than we ever dared to imagine.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  prompt  us  to  consider  an  alternate
perspective  on  the  universe:  could  it  be  that
extraterrestrial  beings  are  not  merely  passive
observers,  but  active  participants  in  our  earthly
indulgences? Perhaps they,  too,  harbor a fondness
for cylindrical meaty delights, and our humble hot
dog  eating  contests  serve  as  a  beacon  for  their
gastronomic curiosities.

Figure  1  illustrates  the  scatterplot  depicting  the
robust  correlation  between  UFO  sightings  and
hotdog  consumption,  providing  a  visual
representation  of  the  remarkable  relationship
uncovered  in  this  study.  It  serves  as  a  poignant
reminder  that  sometimes,  truth  is  indeed  stranger
than fiction, and the universe's sense of humor may
be more cosmic than we ever imagined.

In conclusion,  our  research not  only establishes  a
compelling  link  between  UFO  sightings  and
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Contest  champions  but
also  invites  us  to  contemplate  the  cosmic
conundrum of whether our terrestrial delicacies hold
an otherworldly appeal. As we unravel the mysteries
of  the  universe,  let  us  not  forget  to  savor  the
peculiar  pairings  that  transcend the  boundaries  of
mundanity, for it is in these unexpected connections
that the true magic of existence resides.

Dad joke alert: Did you hear about the restaurant on
the moon? Great food, no atmosphere!

DISCUSSION

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Building upon the findings of previous research, our
study has provided compelling evidence of a robust
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in  Minnesota
and the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by  Nathan's  Hot
Dog  Eating  Contest  champions.  The  strong
correlation coefficient and statistically significant p-
value corroborate the speculative musings of Smith
et al.  (2010) on the interstellar intrigue and Doe's
(2015) investigation into competitive eaters' dietary
preferences. The peculiar pairings uncovered in our
study  not  only  demonstrate  the  convergence  of
celestial sightings and culinary feats but also invite
further contemplation of the cosmic forces at play.

The  substantial  r-squared  value  further  reinforces
the  notion  that  approximately  70.01%  of  the
variability in hotdog consumption can be attributed
to the variability in UFO sightings. This aligns with
Jones'  (2018)  exploration  of  the  potential
psychological  effects  of  witnessing  UFO
phenomena,  hinting  at  the  subtle  yet  significant
influence  of  extraterrestrial  encounters  on  human
behavior.  Perhaps  these  findings  suggest  that  the
allure of hotdogs transcends terrestrial cravings and
may,  in  fact,  be  intertwined  with  otherworldly
inclinations.

An  unexpected  implication  of  our  results  is  the
potential  reevaluation  of  our  understanding  of
intergalactic  visitors'  intentions.  Could  it  be  that
these extraterrestrial beings are not merely passive
observers of our culinary extravaganzas but active
participants,  clandestinely  influencing  the
gastronomic proclivities of our society? This notion
adds a layer of intrigue to the cosmic tapestry of
UFO  sightings  and  prompts  us  to  reconsider  the
dynamics of our interactions with potential celestial
onlookers.

The  visual  representation  of  our  findings,  as
depicted in Figure 1, serves as a striking reminder
that  the  universe's  sense  of  humor  may  extend
beyond  terrestrial  boundaries,  culminating  in
unexpected correlations that challenge conventional
wisdom. This begs the question: are we unwitting
participants  in  an  elaborate  cosmic  "haute"  dog-

eating competition,  orchestrated  by forces  beyond
our current comprehension?

In  conclusion,  our  study establishes  a  compelling
bridge between the celestial and the culinary, paving
the  way  for  further  exploration  of  the  enigmatic
relationship  between  UFO  sightings  and  hotdog
consumption. As we strive to unravel the mysteries
of the universe, let us not overlook the whimsical
and  unexpected  connections  that  permeate  our
existence,  for  it  is  in  these  seemingly  arbitrary
pairings  that  the  true  magic  of  the  cosmos  may
reveal  itself.  And  remember,  when  contemplating
the cosmic connection between hotdogs and UFOs,
one cannot help but wonder: do aliens prefer their
hotdogs with "unidentified flying sauerkraut"?

CONCLUSION

In  the  unparalleled  clash  of  extraterrestrial
spectacles  and  Earthly  gastronomic  feats,  our
research  has  provided  compelling  evidence  of  a
significant  correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in
Minnesota and the hotdog consumption by Nathan's
Hot Dog Eating Contest champions. It appears that
the  cosmos  and  the  culinary  world  are  more
intertwined than a pair of spaghetti noodles.

The  striking  correlation  coefficient  and  the
statistically significant p-value suggest that there is
indeed  a  cosmic  connection  between  these
seemingly unrelated phenomena. It seems that not
even  the  vastness  of  the  universe  can  resist  the
allure of a well-prepared hot dog.

Our study prompts us to consider the possibility that
UFO sightings may not be mere chance occurrences
but  rather  deliberate  voyages  in  search  of  the
ultimate intergalactic snack. Perhaps, in the grand
tapestry of the cosmos, our hot dog eating contests
shine  like  a  beacon,  drawing  extraterrestrial
spectators to witness our feats of gluttony.

In the words of the great physicist Albert Einstein,
"The  most  incomprehensible  thing  about  the
universe  is  that  it  is  comprehensible."  Yet,  as  we
unravel  the  enigmatic  connection  between  UFO
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sightings and hotdog consumption, it seems that the
universe's  sense  of  humor  transcends  even  the
bounds of comprehension.

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a link that
transcends  the  confines  of  our  terrestrial
understanding, delighting in the interplay between
celestial  sightings  and earthly indulgences.  As we
revel  in  this  cosmic  conundrum,  let  us  savor  the
delicacies of the universe, knowing that in the vast
expanse of space, even the humble hot dog holds a
place of cosmic significance.

No further research is needed in this  area as it  is
clear that the universe has a cosmic craving for hot
dogs and dad jokes alike!
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