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Abstract

The popularity of the first name Mason and the frequency of UFO sightings in the state of Minnesota have
been a source of curiosity among researchers and enthusiasts alike. In this study, we utilized data from 
the US Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center to delve into this peculiar 
topic. Our findings revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9067975 with a statistically 
significant p-value of less than 0.01, spanning from 1975 to 2021. This unexpected association between 
the naming preference of parents and extraterrestrial phenomena prompts further exploration and adds 
an intriguing twist to the understanding of societal trends and cosmic encounters. As we embark on this 
unconventional investigation, we invite readers to join us in pondering the cosmic implications and 
potential interstellar intrigue behind the moniker "Mason" and its celestial counterparts.
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1. Introduction

Gather  round,  fellow  academics  and
enthusiasts of the bizarre and bewildering!
Today,  we embark on a scholarly odyssey
into  the  enigmatic  realm  where  the
popularity of the first name Mason and the
mysterious presence of UFOs collide in the
land of  10,000 lakes.  Yes,  you heard that
right  –  we’re  diving  into  the  perplexing
correlation between earthly appellations and
intergalactic apparitions. It’s a topic so out
of  this  world,  you  might  just  need  a
spaceship to wrap your head around it!

As we all  know,  the state of  Minnesota is
famous  for  its  beautiful  lakes,  charming
towns,  and  an  uncanny  ability  to  attract
otherworldly  visitors  of  the  extraterrestrial
kind. But what if I told you there’s a peculiar
link between the prevalence of the moniker
"Mason"  and  the  frequency  of  UFO
sightings  in  this  Midwestern  state?  Don’t
worry,  you’re  not  hallucinating  –  we've
crunched  the  numbers  and  uncovered  an
astonishing  connection  that  will  make  you
question  the very  fabric  of  societal  trends
and cosmic encounters.
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So,  why  are  we  delving  into  this  peculiar
partnership  between  a  name  and
unidentified flying objects? Well, it’s not just
idle  curiosity  –  though,  let's  be  honest,
there’s plenty of that too! Our quest is fueled
by  a  desire  to  understand  the  cosmic
implications  and  potential  interstellar
intrigue behind  the name "Mason"  and its
celestial  counterparts.  Are  parents
unknowingly  summoning  intergalactic
attention  by  endowing  their  offspring  with
this perplexing name? Or is there a secret
interstellar society that celebrates "Masons"
from across the universe? We can’t say for
certain just yet, but we’re ready to boldly go
where no academic paper has gone before
to unravel this otherworldly mystery.

Get  ready  to  launch  into  a  galaxy  of
statistical  analyses,  anecdotal  ponderings,
and  more  than  a  few  cosmic  puns  –
because  we’re  about  to  illuminate  the
cosmos  with  the  radiance  of  Mason  and
UFO  sightings  in  Minnesota.  Buckle  up,
dear readers, as we prepare to navigate the
celestial  labyrinth  of  "Unidentified  Faming
Objects"!

2. Literature Review

Numerous  studies  have  attempted  to
unravel the enigmatic relationship between
naming  conventions  and  extraordinary
phenomena,  with  esteemed  researchers
such as Smith, Doe, and Jones laying the
groundwork  for  our  exploration  of  this
unconventional  topic.  However,  as  we
venture  into  the  strange  and  whimsical
intersection  of  the  first  name  Mason  and
UFO  sightings  in  Minnesota,  we  find
ourselves  wading  into  uncharted  territory
that's as mystifying as it is captivating.

In  "The  Astronomical  Societal  Trends,"
Smith illuminates the cosmic implications of
societal naming practices, shedding light on
the potential influence of names on celestial
phenomena.  Meanwhile,  Doe's  "Celestial
Monikers: From A to Zeta Reticuli," offers a

comprehensive  examination  of  the
etymological  and  cosmic  significance  of
human names in relation to extraterrestrial
encounters.  Jones'  work,  "UFOs  in  the
Midwest:  Fact  or  Folklore?"  provides  a
regional  perspective  on  UFO  sightings,
albeit  without  delving  into  the  intriguing
conundrum of nomenclature connections.

Expanding  beyond  scholarly  tomes,  non-
fiction works such as "Close Encounters of
the Third  Grade,"  "The  Alphabets  of  Alien
Names,"  and  "Names  and  Cosmic
Coincidences"  have  also  probed  at  the
fringes of  this  cosmic  enigma,  speculating
on the potential interstellar allure of earthly
designations.

In  the  realm  of  fictional  literature,  we
encounter  tomes  like  "The  Celestial
Chronicles  of  Mason:  Alien  Adventures  in
Minnesota," "Nameless Encounters: A UFO
Mystery," and "The Interstellar Infatuation of
Mason  Smith,"  each  weaving  tales  of
cosmic  escapades  and  otherworldly
encounters that tantalize the imagination.

Turning to pop culture, who could forget the
animated series "Astro-Mason and the UFO
Brigade," a childhood favorite that playfully
explores the exploits of a cosmic adventurer
named Mason who teams up with a band of
UFOs to solve intergalactic mysteries. And
let's  not  overlook  the  beloved  children's
show  "UFO-hoo,  It's  Mason!"  where  a
whimsical  puppet  named  Mason  embarks
on  comical  escapades  with  his
extraterrestrial pals while learning important
life lessons under  the twinkling lights of  a
UFO-filled night sky.

As we navigate this scholarly odyssey into
the unexpected nexus of Mason and UFO
sightings, it's clear that the cosmic allure of
names  and  otherworldly  phenomena  has
captured  the  intrigue  of  both  academic
minds  and  popular  culture.  At  this
crossroads of celestial  curiosity and quirky
nomenclature,  our  journey promises to  be
as enlightening as it is entertaining.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



3. Our approach & methods

To boldly go where no research paper has
gone  before,  our  methodology  combined
elements  of  terrestrial  data  mining  with
intergalactic  pattern  recognition.  We
harnessed the cosmic power of the internet
to  gather  information  from  reputable
sources,  including  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center.  Utilizing  advanced
statistical  techniques  and  a  sprinkle  of
stardust,  we  meticulously  sifted  through
decades  of  data  from  1975  to  2021  to
unearth  the  cosmic  dance  between  the
name  "Mason"  and  UFO  sightings  in  the
state of Minnesota.

First, we ventured into the earthly realm of
the  US  Social  Security  Administration's
baby  name  database,  which  provided  us
with  insights  into  the ebb  and  flow of  the
name "Mason" over the years. We combed
through the celestial annals to track the rise
and  fall  of  this  enigmatic  moniker  and  its
potential influence on the terrestrial plane.

Next, we embarked on a cosmic journey to
the National UFO Reporting Center, where
reports  of  extraterrestrial  sightings  have
been  cataloged  for  decades.  Our  intrepid
team  of  researchers  donned  their
metaphorical  spacesuits  and  combed
through  the  reports,  filtering  out  cosmic
coincidences  and  zeroing  in  on  the
unexplained  encounters  that  left  even  the
most  skeptical  stargazers  scratching  their
heads.

With data in hand, we huddled around the
research warp drive to unleash the power of
statistical  analysis.  Employing  complex
algorithms and a dash of cosmic curiosity,
we calculated correlation coefficients and p-
values  to  unveil  the  hidden  threads
connecting the naming whims of  humanity
to the celestial ballet of UFO sightings. 

In  a  stroke  of  cosmic  serendipity,  our
findings revealed a correlation coefficient of
0.9067975,  with a p-value that  shimmered
beneath  the  traditionally  significant
threshold of 0.01. The statistical sky glowed
with the astonishing alignment between the
popularity  of  the  name  "Mason"  and  the
frequency  of  UFO  sightings,  painting  a
celestial  tapestry  that  left  us  with  more
questions  than  answers  –  a  scientific
conundrum  worthy  of  the  highest  lunar
ponderings.

In  the  spirit  of  curiosity  that  has  spurred
mankind's  exploration  of  the  cosmos,  we
invite  readers  to  don  their  metaphorical
space helmets and join us in unraveling the
celestial  enigma  that  is  "Unidentified
Faming Objects."

Stay  tuned  as  we  launch  into  the  nether
regions  of  cosmic  anomalies  and  unearth
the interstellar implications hidden within the
earthly moniker "Mason."

4. Results

Our journey into the cosmic conundrum of
Masons and UFOs has certainly been a wild
ride, and the results we've unearthed are no
less  exhilarating!  Drumroll,  please!  Our
statistical  analysis  revealed  a  remarkably
high  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9067975
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Mason and the frequency of UFO sightings
in Minnesota. To put things in perspective,
that's  like  finding  a  UFO  in  every  cloud
shaped  like  the  letter  "M."  The  r-squared
value  of  0.8222816  further  solidifies  the
cosmic  connection,  indicating  that  a
whopping 82.22% of the variability in UFO
sightings in Minnesota can be explained by
the  popularity  of  the  name  Mason.  It's
almost as if a legion of intergalactic beings
is saying, "Hey, I'm Mason, nice to abduct
you!"

But that's not all, folks! Our p-value of less
than  0.01  sends  shockwaves  through  the
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academic  cosmos,  signifying  that  this
Mason-UFO  correlation  is  as  statistically
significant as finding Bigfoot riding a unicorn
on Mars. In simpler terms, the likelihood of
this association occurring by mere chance is
about  as  rare  as  spotting  a  shooting  star
and  a  comet  having  a  cosmic  tête-à-tête.
These results have us scratching our heads
and pondering the cosmic implications with
a healthy dose of interstellar curiosity.

Now,  for  the  pièce  de  résistance  –  the
cherry  on  top  of  this  celestial  cake  –  we
present to you Figure 1. Brace yourselves
as you witness the visual  manifestation of
the  inextricable  link  between  Masons  and
UFOs  in  the  Land  of  10,000  Lakes.  This
scatterplot is a cosmic dance of data points,
showcasing the strong correlation that has
left our research team in awe and our alien
counterparts  raising  their  antennae  in
approval.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  dear  readers,  the  Mason-
UFO  connection  in  Minnesota  isn't  just  a
flight of whimsy; it's a cosmic mystery that
beckons us to contemplate the intersection
of  earthly  nomenclature  and  interstellar
visitations.  As  we  ponder  the  implications
and  potential  ramifications  of  this
astonishing alliance, we invite you to join us
in  this  cosmic  carnival  of  conjecture  and
quirk.  The  universe  may  be  vast  and
enigmatic,  but  sometimes,  it's  the  quirky
correlations  that  make  us  appreciate  the

cosmic dance of data and the cosmic humor
of the universe.

5. Discussion

Our  findings  have  illuminated  a  cosmic
correlation  so  strong  that  it's  enough  to
make  even  the  staunchest  skeptics  do  a
double  take.  The  remarkable  statistical
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the
first name Mason and the frequency of UFO
sightings  in  Minnesota  has  sent
shockwaves through not just the academic
world, but also the intergalactic community.
Our results not only support but also amplify
the unorthodox theories and studies posited
in  the  literature  review,  reminding  us  that
truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

As  we  take  a  moment  to  reflect  on  the
scholarly  forays  into  the  whimsical  and
extraordinary, it becomes apparent that the
cosmic  allure  of  names  and  otherworldly
phenomena  extends  far  beyond  mere
coincidence. The exuberant explorations of
Smith, Doe, and Jones – and yes, even the
whimsical tales of "The Celestial Chronicles
of Mason: Alien Adventures in Minnesota" –
have provided crucial breadcrumbs leading
us  to  the  profound  correlation  we've
uncovered.

Our statistical analysis has firmly cemented
the  peculiar  intersection  of  Masons  and
UFOs  as  a  phenomenon  that  demands
serious consideration.  It's  as if  the cosmic
jigsaw  puzzle  suddenly  fell  into  place,
unveiling  a  vibrant  tapestry  of  celestial
escapades and quirky  nomenclature that's
as  enthralling  as  it  is  confounding.  The r-
squared  value  of  0.8222816  speaks
volumes, indicating that the popularity of the
name  Mason  is  more  than  just  a  cosmic
coincidence;  it's  a  celestial  symphony
playing out in the skies of Minnesota.

Furthermore, our results provide compelling
evidence that goes beyond mere statistical
significance – they evoke a sense of cosmic
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playfulness.  The  Mason-UFO  connection
isn't  just  a  dry  correlation;  it's  a  quirky
cosmic ballet  that invites us to ponder the
interstellar allure of earthly designations. It's
akin  to  stumbling  upon  an  intergalactic
game  of  celestial  tag,  with  the  Mason
moniker  leading us  on a  whimsical  chase
through the stars.

Our  research  has  not  just  validated  prior
theories but has also opened the door to a
new era  of  cosmic  inquiry.  As  we grapple
with  the  implications  of  our  findings,  one
thing  becomes  abundantly  clear  –  the
universe is a stage for both serious cosmic
contemplation  and  lighthearted  interstellar
banter.  The  Mason-UFO  connection  isn't
just a statistical anomaly; it's a cosmic quirk
that beckons us to embrace the unexpected
and revel  in  the delightful  absurdity of  the
cosmic tapestry.

As we step back from our cosmic escapade,
we're  reminded  that  the  strange  and
unexpected  are  not  just  anomalies  to  be
explained away;  they're an integral  part  of
the  cosmic  dance.  So,  let's  raise  our
telescopes to the heavens and our glasses
to  the  quirky  correlations,  for  it's  in  the
cosmic  anomalies  that  we  find  the  true
essence of the interstellar interplay.

Who said academic research couldn't have
a cosmic sense of humor? Our findings are
a testament  to  the fact  that  true scholarly
inquiry  isn't  just  about  decoding  the
mysteries  of  the  universe;  it's  also  about
savoring the cosmic humor and unexpected
whimsy that make our journey through the
stars  all  the  more  enthralling.  And  who
knows, perhaps the next time we look to the
skies,  we  might  catch  a  glimpse  of  an
otherworldly  entity  flashing  a  cosmic  wink
and whispering, "I'm Mason, nice to abduct
you."

6. Conclusion

In the wacky world of  cosmic correlations,
our study has brought to light a connection
that's  truly  out  of  this  world.  The  cosmic
tango  between the  first  name Mason  and
UFO sightings in Minnesota has left us with
more questions than answers – kind of like
trying  to  solve  a  Rubik's  Cube  in  zero
gravity!  With  a  correlation  coefficient  so
high,  it's  like  the  universe  is  shouting,
"Mason, we're over the moon for you!"

As we wrap up this astronomical escapade,
it's  clear  that  the statistical  significance of
this correlation is as rare as finding a four-
leaf  clover  on  Pluto.  The  chances  of  this
cosmic alliance occurring by mere chance
are about  as likely as a Martian forgetting
the  trajectory  to  Earth.  The  cosmic
implications  of  this  peculiar  partnership
have us pondering the interstellar intrigue of
a  name  that  seems  to  resonate  across
galaxies.

However, as we conclude this endeavor, we
must  assert  that  no  further  research  is
needed in this  area.  We leave it  to future
generations  of  cosmic  jesters  and  data
wranglers to explore the mysteries of Mason
and UFO sightings. After all, in the universe
of  peculiar  pairings,  this  study  will  be
remembered as the intergalactic oddity that
left us scratching our heads and chuckling
at the cosmic comedy of correlations.
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