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Abstract

This studious endeavor delves into the enthralling world of criminology and dairy consumption by 
investigating the puzzling link between milk intake and burglary rates. Leveraging data from the USDA 
and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services spanning over three decades from 1990 to 2021, our 
analysis unearthed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9676471 and a p-value of less than 0.01.
Seemingly udderly unrelated at first glance, our findings challenge the idea that milk does a body good, at
least in terms of crime prevention. Our study promises to lactate the field of criminological research with a
fresh perspective and perhaps inspire some to take a dairy close look at crime statistics. So pour yourself 
a glass of milk and see if it’ll keep the burglars at bay, or if they’re udderly unconcerned with your lactose 
consumption.
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1. Introduction

The  notion  of  a  potential  connection
between  milk  consumption  and  criminal
behavior may sound utterly preposterous to
the uninitiated.  However,  as the esteemed
Shakespeare  once  said,  "The  truth  will
come to light; murder cannot be hid long; a

man's son may, but at the length truth will
out."  In  the  spirit  of  unearthing  the  truths
concealed within the labyrinth of  statistical
data, this paper embarks on a dairy-driven
journey to unravel the enigmatic correlation
between  milk  consumption  and  burglary
rates.
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While the idea of milk and crime may seem
as unrelated as chalk and cheese, a curious
pattern  emerged  from  our  meticulous
analysis of data. Intriguingly, it appears that
the white, innocuous fluid that has been an
integral part of breakfast tables and cookie-
dunking  rituals  may  hold  a  profound
connection  with  the  perpetration  of  illicit
activities,  particularly  burglary.  By
harnessing  a  comprehensive  dataset
encompassing  the  agricultural  wonders  of
milk  production  and  the  criminological
mysteries of burglary rates, we aim to shed
light  on  this  improbable  yet  compelling
association.

As  we  delve  into  the  heart  of  this  milky
mystery,  it  is  essential  to  recognize  the
inherent  skepticism  that  surrounds  such
unorthodox  hypotheses.  The  landscape  of
scientific inquiry is not immune to the lure of
sensationalism, and the intersection of dairy
products and criminal conduct may seem to
veer  perilously  close  to  the  realm  of
whimsical fables. However, armed with the
robust  armor of  statistical  analysis and an
insatiable  curiosity  for  uncovering  the
unexpected,  our  research  sets  out  to
navigate  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of
correlation and causation.

In  the  following  sections,  we  will
systematically  dissect  the  empirical
evidence  that  underpins  this  unorthodox
conjecture.  But  before  plunging  into  the
depths of our statistical odyssey, it is worth
pausing to  ponder  the strangeness of  our
endeavor.  After  all,  who  could  have
predicted that the innocuous act of reaching
for  a  carton  of  milk  in  the  grocery  store
could be inextricably linked to the proclivity
of  miscreants  to  pilfer  into  the  sanctity  of
private dwellings?

Through the lens of statistical analysis and
a  touch  of  academic  whimsy,  this  study
strives  to  challenge  conventional  wisdom,
spark  curiosity,  and  perhaps  evoke  a  wry
smile  at  the  unexpected  whimsy  of
statistical  inquiry.  So,  dear  reader,  fasten

your seatbelts, grab a cookie and a glass of
milk,  and  prepare  to  embark  on  a
fascinating journey into the uncanny nexus
of dairy consumption and crime.

2. Literature Review

The intriguing and, some might say, utterly
bizarre hypothesis at the heart of this study
has prompted a thorough review of existing
literature to uncover any currents of thought,
however curdled, that may shed light on the
perplexing  correlation  between  milk
consumption and burglary rates. While the
initial  foray  into  scholarly  works  regarding
dairy  and  crime  begins  on  a  seemingly
serious  note,  it  quickly  takes  a  whimsical
turn that  is characteristic  of  our inquisitive
exploration.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive analysis of dietary patterns
and  antisocial  behavior  in  adolescents,
aiming  to  untangle  the  complex  web  of
nutritional intake and delinquent acts. Their
findings,  while  not  directly addressing milk
consumption,  offered  a  tantalizing  glimpse
into  the  potential  influence  of  dietary
choices  on  criminal  propensities.
Meanwhile,  Doe  and Jones (2018)  delved
into  the  cultural  significance  of  dairy
products,  highlighting  the multifaceted role
of milk in societal rituals and norms. While
their  work  may  not  explicitly  delve  into
crime, it raises thought-provoking questions
about  the  hidden influences of  milk  within
the fabric of human interaction.

Turning  to  non-fiction  works,  "Got  Milked:
The Dairy Dilemma in Modern Society" by
Dr.  Lactose  Intolerant  (2017)  presents  a
scintillating  exposé  on  the  intricate  socio-
economic  dynamics  of  the  dairy  industry,
offering  a  broader  context  within  which  to
situate our  investigation.  In  a  similar  vein,
"The White Liquid: A Cultural History of Milk"
by  Prof.  Moo  (2019)  provides  a  nuanced
exploration  of  the  symbolism  and
consumption  patterns  of  milk  across

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



civilizations,  albeit  lacking  a  clear
connection to criminal behavior.

In the realm of fiction, the works of Agatha
Christie, particularly her novel "The Milkman
Murders"  (1948),  temptingly  blur  the  lines
between dairy and dastardly deeds, though
regrettably  dwelling  more  on  penchant  for
poison  than  purloining.  On  a  more
whimsical  note,  the  comedic  masterpiece
"The Hitchhiker's  Guide to the Galaxy"  by
Douglas  Adams  (1979)  takes  an
intergalactic romp that,  zilch by zilch,  may
hold  unexpected  insights  into  the  dairy-
crime  conundrum,  embedded  perhaps
amidst the frothy interstellar escapades.

As  our  earnest  pursuit  of  knowledge
culminates in this eclectic array of sources,
it is with both scholarly rigor and a dash of
levity that we confess to have extended our
inquiry  to  unconventional  corners.  In
addition to the esteemed works mentioned
earlier,  our  literature  review  stretched  into
the  unexpected  realms  of  popular  culture,
gleaned  from  sources  as  peculiar  as  the
nutrition labels of milk cartons and the back
covers  of  shampoo  bottles.  Amidst  the
comical  diversions,  a  kernel  of  wisdom
tiptoed in from the most unlikely of sources,
reminding us that the pursuit of knowledge
may  serendipitously  sprout  from  the
unlikeliest of pastures.

3. Our approach & methods

The data used in this study was compiled
from various sources,  including the United
States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)
and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services.  To  prevent  any  "sour"  biases  in
the  data,  we  meticulously  gathered
information  spanning  from  1990  to  2021,
ensuring  a  comprehensive  examination  of
milk consumption and burglary rates over a
substantial temporal range.

Our initial step involved harvesting copious
amounts  of  statistical  data  on  milk

production  and  consumption,  teasing  out
the complex patterns of dairy intake across
different regions and time periods. This task
involved navigating through a veritable "sea
of  milk"  to  extract  the  most  relevant  and
representative  figures,  ensuring  that  our
analysis  wasn't  "skimmed"  of  crucial
insights. 

Simultaneously, we delved into the criminal
underworld of burglary rates, tracing the ebb
and  flow  of  illicit  activities  across  the
decades.  As  we  combed  through  the
intrinsically  "suspicious"  data,  it  became
evident that each burglary statistic held its
own  narrative,  much  like  the  intricate
descriptions in a gripping crime novel.

To  apprehend  the  nebulous  connection
between  milk  consumption  and  burglary
rates, we employed sophisticated statistical
methods, including correlation analysis and
regression modeling. These analytical tools
served as our forensic  "magnifying glass,"
allowing us to scrutinize the minute details
and  discern  any  underlying  relationships
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.

Furthermore,  we  accounted  for  potential
confounding  factors  that  might  muddy  the
"milk  bath"  of  our  findings,  such  as
socioeconomic  variables  and  demographic
trends.  Leveraging our  analytical  prowess,
we sought to separate the creamy signal of
milk  consumption  from  the  noise  of
extraneous  influences,  ensuring  the
robustness of our conclusions.

In  our  quest  to  uncover  the  pervasive
influence  of  milk  on criminal  behavior,  we
navigated through the labyrinth of  intricate
data with the precision of "milk sommeliers,"
adeptly discerning the subtle nuances and
flavors  of  statistical  significance.  Through
these meticulous efforts, we endeavored to
present a coherent and compelling narrative
that does justice to the quirky yet thought-
provoking  relationship  between  milk
consumption and burglary rates.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



4. Results

The  correlation  analysis  between  milk
consumption  and  burglary  rates  yielded  a
striking correlation coefficient of 0.9676471,
suggesting  a  remarkably  strong  positive
relationship between the two variables. This
finding  implies  that  as  milk  consumption
increases, burglary rates also tend to rise,
much like the notorious cat burglar scaling
the walls under the cover of darkness. The
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)
further  illuminated  the  robustness  of  this
relationship  with  a  value  of  0.9363409,
indicating that  approximately  93.6% of  the
variation in burglary rates can be explained
by changes in milk consumption. It appears
that the proverbial spillage of milk may not
only  result  in  dismay but  may also signify
the potential for an uptick in illicit activities.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides
compelling  evidence  to  reject  the  null
hypothesis,  indicating  that  the  observed
correlation  is  unlikely  to  have  occurred
purely by chance. We can confidently state
that  the  association  between  milk
consumption  and  burglary  rates  is
statistically  significant,  much  like  the
compelling plot twists in a crime novel that
keep readers on the edge of their seats.

Furthermore, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually
depicts  the  robust  positive  relationship
between  milk  consumption  and  burglary
rates. Each data point on the plot seems to
whisper a tale of dairy-induced delinquency,
reminiscent  of  a  stealthy  prowler  tiptoeing
through the night.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These  findings,  while  undoubtedly
surprising,  offer  an  intriguing  glimpse  into
the potential influence of milk consumption
on  criminal  behavior.  They  challenge
conventional  notions  about  the  benign
nature  of  this  dairy  delight  and  prompt
further  exploration  into  the  mechanisms
underlying  this  curious  correlation.  It
appears that the scientific arena, much like
a whodunit mystery, is rife with unexpected
connections waiting to be unveiled.

The remarkably high correlation coefficient,
the  compelling  visual  portrayal  in  the
scatterplot, and the statistical significance of
the relationship between milk consumption
and  burglary  rates  collectively  nourish  a
fertile ground for future investigations. This
unassuming dairy product has proven to be
an  unexpected  protagonist  in  the  ongoing
narrative  of  criminological  inquiry,  leaving
researchers and enthusiasts alike to ponder
the  surreal  juxtaposition  of  milk  jugs  and
jailbirds.

5. Discussion

The results of our analysis unearth a rather
surprising  and,  dare  we  say,  *cheesy*
relationship between milk consumption and
burglary rates. It seems that the innocuous
act  of  reaching  for  a  carton  of  milk  may
have  more  nefarious  consequences  than
previously imagined. Our findings align with
the tangentially related literature that hinted
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at the potential influence of dietary choices,
particularly in the realm of dairy, on criminal
propensities.

Indeed, Smith et al.'s (2015) exploration of
dietary  patterns  and  antisocial  behavior
offers a tantalizing glimpse into the potential
wider  influence  of  nutritional  intake  on
delinquent  acts.  While  Doe  and  Jones
(2018)  may  not  have  addressed  crime
directly,  their  work  on  the  cultural
significance  of  dairy  products  leads  to
*udderly*  thought-provoking  questions
about  the  hidden influences of  milk  within
the fabric of human interaction. The works
of  Dr.  Lactose  Intolerant  (2017)  and  Prof.
Moo  (2019)  provided  a  broader  context
within  which  to  situate  our  investigation,
albeit in a somewhat *milk-laden* manner.

The  robust  positive  relationship  between
milk  consumption  and  burglary  rates,  as
depicted  in  our  scatterplot,  serves  as  a
reminder  that  statistical  analysis  can
sometimes unveil unexpected associations.
This  finding  is  *moo*-sic  to  the  ears  of
researchers looking to unravel the complex
web  of  factors  contributing  to  criminal
behavior.  While  the  correlation  does  not
imply  causation,  the  statistical  significance
of our results provides an impetus for further
investigation.

Our  study,  while  undoubtedly  whimsical  in
its  premise,  presents  a  *moo*-ving
testament to the unanticipated connections
that can emerge from seemingly unrelated
variables.  The  jarring  juxtaposition  of  milk
consumption and burglary rates prompts a
reevaluation  of  the  potential  societal
implications of dietary choices and how they
may intersect with criminal behaviors. As we
continue  to  peel  back  the  layers  of  this
*milk-curdling*  mystery,  it  is  our  hope that
future research will further *lactate* the field
of  criminology  with  fresh  insights  and
perhaps  prompt  a  reconsideration  of  the
role  of  milk  in  the  annals  of  crime
prevention.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  udderly  astonishing
findings  of  our  study  have  painted  a
compelling portrait of the curious connection
between  milk  consumption  and  burglary
rates.  Our  analysis  unearthed  a  strikingly
high  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9676471,
implying  that  as  milk  consumption
increases, burglary rates also tend to rise. It
seems  that  the  mystery  of  dairy-induced
delinquency may indeed be a chilling reality,
or  as the famous dairy detective Sherlock
Gouda would remark, "The game is ahoof!"

The  statistical  significance  of  this
relationship,  evidenced  by  the  p-value  of
less than 0.01, leaves little room for doubt
about  the  veracity  of  our  findings.  This
unanticipated  linkage  between  the
innocuous  act  of  sipping  milk  and  the
perpetration of illicit activities is a sobering
reminder that statistical inquiry can lead us
down  unforeseen  paths,  much  like  a
midnight stroll through unexplored statistical
landscapes.

While  the  robustness  of  our  results  may
seem as surprising  as  finding  a  cow in  a
criminal  lineup,  it  is  important  to
acknowledge  the  limitations  of  our  study.
Correlation,  as  we  know,  does  not  imply
causation, and the mechanisms underlying
this  improbable  association  remain
shrouded in mystery, much like the elusive
nature  of  statistical  relationships.
Additionally,  the  ecological  nature  of  our
analysis does not allow for the examination
of  individual-level  consumption  behavior,
leaving  room  for  further  investigations  to
milk the full complexity of this phenomenon.

In essence, our findings lactate the field of
criminological  research  with  a  fresh
perspective and provide food for thought for
future  studies.  However,  in  the  interest  of
maintaining  the  suspense  and  delight  of
unexpected statistical  connections,  we  will
assert that no more research is needed in
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this area. After all,  when it comes to dairy
and  crime,  perhaps  some  mysteries  are
best left unsolved.
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