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Abstract

This paper investigates the intriguing relationship between the number of websites on the internet and the
libertarian votes for Senators in Wisconsin from 1991 to 2016. Drawing on data from MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Internet Live Stats, our research team explores whether a web
of digital connectivity could, in fact, entangle the voting behavior of libertarian-leaning citizens. Through
statistical analysis, we uncover a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9853660 with statistical
significance (p < 0.01), suggesting a strong connection between cyber activity and political behavior. Join
us as we unravel the tangled link between online presence and political preference, bringing a new
dimension to the phrase "surfing the web" in the context of senatorial votes.
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1. Introduction

In the realm of modern political analysis,
understanding the factors that influence
voting behavior is of paramount importance.
The advent of the digital age has introduced
a new and fascinating dimension to this
inquiry, as the interconnected web of cyber
activity has the potential to sway political
preferences in unforeseen ways. As we
delve into the relationship between the
number of websites on the internet and the
libertarian votes for Senators in Wisconsin,
we embark on a journey to untangle the

intricate strands of online presence and
political ideology.

The construct of libertarianism, with its
emphasis on individual liberty and limited
government intervention, has garnered a
dedicated following, particularly in the
Badger State. Wisconsin, renowned for its
cheese, football, and political paradoxes,
provides an intriguing backdrop for
exploring the interplay between digital
connectivity and  political allegiance.
Through rigorous analysis of data spanning
a quarter-century, our study uncovers a
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correlation that may reveal underlying
patterns in the cyber and political domains.

The association between the cyber realm
and political behavior is still relatively
nascent in the annals of academic research.
However, with the proliferation of online
platforms and the increasing digitization of
social interaction, it is imperative to examine
the potential influence of the digital world on
democratic decision-making. In this spirit of
inquiry, our investigation aims to shed light
on the nuanced dynamics of cyber
engagement and political affiliations, all
while surfacing innovative insights through
statistical analysis and methodological rigor.

With this backdrop, we invite you to join
us in this journey through the virtual
corridors of the internet and the ballot box,
as we seek to answer the intriguing
question: can webs unravel votes? This
inquiry promises to offer a fresh perspective
on the evolving landscape of political
engagement, with the potential to expand
the scope of electoral research and
illuminate unexpected connections between
the cyber and political domains.

2. Literature Review

In examining the intersection of cyber
connectivity and political allegiance, it is
imperative to survey the existing literature
that sheds light on this unique relationship.
Smith et al. (2015) conducted a seminal
study on the correlation between internet
usage and political leanings, finding a
positive association between online activity
and libertarian-minded individuals. Similarly,
Doe (2012) explored the impact of digital
media on voter behavior, revealing intriguing
patterns in the online engagement of
politically independent citizens. Moreover,
Jones (2018) delved into the societal
implications of web proliferation, offering
insights into the potential influence of the
internet on diverse spheres of human
activity.

Delving into the realm of non-fiction, the
works of "The Filter Bubble" by Eli Pariser
and "The Shallows: What the Internet Is
Doing to Our Brains" by Nicholas Carr
provide thought-provoking perspectives on
the impact of digital technology on human
cognition and social interaction. These
scholarly analyses offer valuable insights
into the nuanced dynamics of online
engagement and its potential repercussions
on individual and collective decision-making
processes.

Moving beyond non-fiction, the realms of
fiction also offer intriguing narratives that
explore the interplay between technology
and human behavior. From George Orwell's
"1984" to Aldous Huxley's "Brave New
World," dystopian visions of technological
control and societal manipulation highlight
the perennial tension between individual
autonomy and the omnipresence of digital
connectivity. These literary works, while
fictional in nature, present compelling
allegories that invite contemplation on the
intricate fabric of human agency and
technological influence.

Turning to unconventional sources, a
thorough exploration of the internet
landscape includes an unconventional
repository of knowledge: the ubiquitous
CVS receipts. While not traditionally
considered a scholarly source, the
abundance of information contained within
these daily artifacts offers a whimsical yet
unexpectedly insightful lens through which
to discern the varied facets of modern
consumerism and, by extension, the digital
interconnectedness that shapes
contemporary socio-political landscapes.

As we meander through the labyrinth of
scholarly inquiry and literary imagination,
our journey to elucidate the entwined
narratives of online presence and political
preference embarks on a decidedly offbeat
trajectory, unveiling unexpected avenues of
contemplation and scholarly mirth.
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3. Our approach & methods

To untangle the web of association between
the number of websites on the internet and
the libertarian votes for Senators in
Wisconsin, a comprehensive research
methodology was employed. Data spanning
the years 1991 to 2016 was utilized from
reputable sources including the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse, and Internet Live Stats. The
selection of these data sources was based
on their credibility and extensive coverage
of the variables of interest.

In order to conduct our analysis, we
adopted a multifaceted approach that
combined quantitative analysis with a touch
of technological intrigue. Firstly, the number
of websites on the internet was meticulously
tracked and collated from the rich troves of
digitized data, utilizing web crawling
algorithms and spiders as our digital
companions in this quest. The allure of
exploring the expansive digital expanse was
matched only by the copious amounts of
caffeine required to fuel our techno-
odyssey.

Simultaneously, the libertarian votes for
Senators in Wisconsin were scrutinized with
statistical precision, drawing from official
election records and mindful of the wily
nature of political sentiment.  Our
investigative team spared no effort in
deciphering the intricate electoral data,
employing statistical tools to pry open the
Pandora’s box of political preference.

To explore potential relationships between
these datasets, we employed a range of
statistical techniques, including but not
limited to correlation analysis, regression
models, and time series analysis. Our
statistical arsenal was polished and ready,
as we endeavored to navigate the
labyrinthine pathways of data, ever vigilant
for the serendipitous discoveries that often

materialize when researchers least expect
them.

Furthermore, our exploration of the refined
association between cyber activity and
political preferences was informed by
established theoretical frameworks from
political science, sociology, and information
technology, enhancing the depth and scope
of our analysis. We also accounted for
potential confounding variables, gingerly
teasing apart the intertwined strands of web
and vote, to ensure the robustness and
validity of our findings.

In sum, our methodology was underpinned
by meticulous attention to detail, multi-
disciplinary insights, and a dash of
cybernetic dexterity, enabling us to shed
light on the intriguing link between online
presence and political behavior in the realm
of senatorial votes. Join us as we embark
on this intellectual journey, reminiscent of
exploring the online catacombs, to discern
whether webs, both digital and ideological,
can indeed unravel votes.

4. Results

The statistical analysis revealed a striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9853660 between
the number of websites on the internet and
libertarian votes for Senators in Wisconsin
over the period 1991 to 2016. The
correlation, which was accompanied by an
r-squared value of 0.9709462 and a p-value
less than 0.01, suggests a robust and highly
significant relationship between these two
variables.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually illustrates
the strong positive correlation between the
number of websites and libertarian votes.
The data points appear to be tightly
clustered around a clear upward trend,
indicating that as the number of websites
increases, so do the libertarian votes.

This noteworthy relationship prompts an
intriguing line of inquiry into the potential
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influence of the digital world on political
preferences, particularly in the context of
libertarian-leaning electorate in Wisconsin.
The strength of the correlation underscores
the need to further explore the mechanisms
through which online presence may shape
individuals' political inclinations, offering a
new perspective on the interplay between
cyber activity and voting behavior.

Years 1991-2016, r=0.985, p<0.01

o216

80K q

02012

o
=]
=~

in Wisconsin
IS
(=]
=~

20K { ®2000

01994

Libertarian votes for Senators

195204
©1938

0 200M 400M 60OM 800M 1B

Number of websites on the
internet

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical findings provide compelling
evidence of a profound association between
the virtual terrain of the internet and the
realm of political decision-making. While the
precise mechanisms driving this correlation
remain open to interpretation, the results of
this study highlight the need for continued
exploration of the complex interdependence
between cyber engagement and political
ideology.

In conclusion, our research has brought
to light a substantial and statistically
significant correlation between the number
of websites on the internet and libertarian
votes for Senators in Wisconsin. These
findings expand the scope of inquiry into the
potential impact of digital connectivity on
political behavior, paving the way for further
investigation into the intricate dynamics of
online presence and voting preferences. It
seems that in the digital age, web surfing
may have taken on a whole new political
dimension.

5. Discussion

The findings of this study underscore the
markedly high correlation between the
number of websites on the internet and
libertarian votes for Senators in Wisconsin,
illuminating a surprisingly strong link
between cyber activity and political
behavior. These results are in line with prior
research by Smith et al. (2015) and Doe
(2012), who have also identified a positive
association between online engagement
and libertarian-leaning individuals. The
robustness and statistical significance of the
correlation coefficient validate the notion
that digital connectivity may indeed entangle
the voting behavior of citizens, echoing the
prescient insights offered by Jones (2018)
into the potential influence of the internet on
societal dynamics.

The strong positive correlation, as
visually depicted in the scatterplot (Fig. 1),
provides a compelling indication that as the
number of websites increases, so do the
libertarian votes. This peculiar cyber-
territorial sway over political inclinations
harks back to the cautionary tales of
dystopian visions in literature, where the
omnipresence of technology holds sway
over individual autonomy. While perhaps not
as nightmarish as the dystopian futures
portrayed in fiction, our findings do raise
thought-provoking questions about the
extent to which the virtual landscape may
weave its influence into the fabric of
democratic decision-making.

One cannot help but draw a parallel
between the unexpected avenues of
contemplation offered by the scholarly
inquiry and the surprisingly insightful
vantage point offered by unconventional
sources such as the ubiquitous CVS
receipts. While these artifacts may seem
trivial at first glance, they serve as an
unlikely yet apt metaphor for the encroach
of digital interconnectedness into the
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spheres of political preference and human
agency. Indeed, the innumerable tendrils of
the internet, much like the mysterious length
of a CVS receipt, seem to extend their
reach into areas that one might not expect.

Our study, while grounded in statistical
rigor, ventures into the realm of digital
whimsy, prompting a rethinking of the
phrase "surfing the web" in the context of
senatorial votes. The results not only add a
new dimension to the scholarly inquiry but
also leave open a multitude of quirky
questions about how the intricacies of cyber
activity may untangle the web of political
preferences.

6. Conclusion

In scrutinizing the relationship between the
number of websites on the internet and
libertarian votes for Senators in Wisconsin,
our study has unraveled an exceedingly
high correlation coefficient of 0.9853660,
signifying a robust and statistically
significant link between cyber activity and
political preference. The proverbial "world
wide vote" takes on a new significance as
our findings indicate a compelling interplay
between the virtual web and the ballot box.
While we've spun a convincing statistical
yarn, it must be noted that correlation does
not imply causation — after all, we'd be
weaving quite the conspiracy theory if we
suggested every website is a polling station.

The data presented in our study prompt a
reconsideration of the factors influencing
political ideology in the digital age, raising
guestions about the impact of online
presence on voters' decision-making
processes. As we reflect on our findings, it
becomes clear that the online landscape
may have morphed into a digital agora
where political allegiances are subtly
shaped. However, let's not jump to
conclusions — the internet may be vast, but
to argue that it single-handedly dictates

political leanings would be quite the
overreach.

Our study serves as a call to action for
further exploration into the nuanced
dynamics of cyber engagement and political
affiliations. Even as we revel in the
statistical elegance of our findings, it's
imperative to approach this correlation with
cautious skepticism. While our research has
shed light on the entanglement of cyber
activity and political behavior, we must resist
the temptation to cast the internet as a
political puppet master — the notion of every
website exerting surreptitious influence
would be a farce of the highest order.

In the spirit of scholarly inquiry, we assert
that no further research is needed in this
area, as we have spun a web of insight that
captures the intriguing interplay between the
cyber and political spheres. Our study
signifies a notable contribution to the body
of knowledge on digital influence on political
behavior, and we look forward to seeing
how future research endeavors will continue
to peel back the layers of this intricate
relationship. After all, in the realm of online
politics, the algorithmic intrigue is far from
over.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



