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Abstract

This  study investigates  the  peculiar  relationship  between  the  distance  separating  Uranus  and
Venus and the number of games clinched by the Detroit  Red Wings in the National  Hockey
League  (NHL)  seasons.  Leveraging  data  extracted  with  Astropy  for  planetary  distances  and
Hockey Reference for NHL game wins, we applied robust statistical techniques to unravel any
unforeseen cosmic patterns. Surprisingly, a significant correlation coefficient of 0.5945835 and a
p-value less than 0.01 were unearthed for the time frame spanning from 1975 to 2022. While one
may be inclined to dismiss this cosmic oddity as pure coincidence, our findings suggest that there
may be more to celestial positions and the outcomes of hockey games than meets the eye. This
juxtaposition of astronomical and athletic data prompts an amusing consideration of whether the
stars have been secretly aligning to guide the performance of the Detroit Red Wings, or if this
discovery simply skates on thin ice into the realm of cosmic comedy.

1.  Introduction

The world of sports often seems like a universe of its own, governed by its own celestial
bodies  and  cosmic  forces.  In  this  paper,  we  unveil  an  unexpected  juxtaposition  of
astronomical phenomena with the achievements of the Detroit Red Wings in the National
Hockey League (NHL).  As we delve  into  the  celestial  oddity  or  cosmic  coincidence
underlying the connection between the distance separating Uranus and Venus and the
number  of  games  won  by  the  Detroit  Red  Wings,  we  are  reminded  of  the  comical
interplay between the cosmos and the competitive realm of sports.
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It is not uncommon for sports enthusiasts to engage in superstitious rituals or look for
signs from the universe to interpret the outcomes of their favorite teams' performances.
However, what transpires when we introduce the astrological dance of Uranus and Venus
into the equation is a blend of amusement and astonishment. Our investigation seeks to
shed light on this peculiar interplay, all while maintaining a scientific rigor that is, dare
we say, out of this world.

As  we  navigate  through  this  exploration,  we  invite  readers  to  ponder  whether  the
positions of celestial bodies might indeed be influencing the outcomes of professional ice
hockey games, or if we are simply witnessing a cosmic comedy of errors. With that in
mind,  let  us embark on a  journey that  unites the realms of  the astronomical  and the
athletic, exploring the celestial forces that may or may not hold sway over the fate of the
Detroit Red Wings in the NHL.

2.  Literature Review

The influence of celestial bodies on earthly affairs has long captivated the imagination of
humanity.  In  the  realm  of  sports,  this  fascination  manifests  in  various  superstitions,
rituals,  and  even  astrological  interpretations.  However,  the  connection  between  the
distance separating Uranus and Venus and the game wins of the Detroit Red Wings in the
NHL, while seemingly outlandish, warrants scholarly investigation.

Smith et al. (2010) conducted a comprehensive analysis of planetary positions and their
hypothesized impact on athletic performances. While their study primarily focused on the
broader  influence  of  planetary  alignments  on  various  sports  outcomes,  the  specific
correlation  between  Uranus-Venus  distance  and  NHL game  wins  was  not  explored.
However, their work opens the door to the intriguing possibility of cosmic forces shaping
the realm of competitive sports.

Doe and Jones (2015) delved into the cultural  significance of celestial  phenomena in
sports fandom, uncovering a myriad of superstitions rooted in astrological beliefs. While
their  work  did  not  directly  address  the  Uranus-Venus  alignment  and  its  potential
repercussions on the Detroit Red Wings' victories, it provides context for understanding
how celestial events can intertwine with the passion and enthusiasm of sports enthusiasts.

Relating the celestial  to  the terrestrial,  "Astrophysics  for People in  a Hurry" by Neil
deGrasse Tyson offers  a  compelling exploration of planetary dynamics,  albeit  from a
cosmological perspective. While the focus of the book is not on sports or earthly events,
its  insights  into  the  gravitational  dance  of  celestial  bodies  prompt  a  whimsical
contemplation of how such cosmic movements might intersect with the trajectories of
hockey pucks on the ice.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In  the  realm of  fiction,  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by  Douglas  Adams
presents  a  satirical  take  on  intergalactic  happenings,  weaving  a  tapestry  of  cosmic
absurdity. Though the book stands firmly in the realm of science fiction, its irreverent
portrayal of the universe bears thematic relevance to the unexpected collision of Uranus
and Venus with the world of NHL victories.

Furthermore, a social media user, under the pseudonym @HockeyAstrologer, expressed
an anecdotal observation linking the alignment of Uranus and Venus with hockey game
outcomes, albeit in a lighthearted manner. While not a formal scientific publication, this
anecdotal remark underscores the playful speculation surrounding the potential impact of
celestial configurations on the achievements of sports teams.

As we navigate through this cosmic cavalcade of literature, the stage is set for a delightful
romp into the mysterious dance of the planets and the victories of the Detroit Red Wings.
While our scholarly pursuit maintains a resolute commitment to scientific inquiry, we
cannot  help  but  entertain  the  whimsy  inherent  in  this  peculiar  convergence  of  the
astronomical and the athletic realms.

3.  Research Approach

To investigate the potential celestial impact on the Detroit Red Wings' NHL game wins,
our research team embarked on a methodological journey as whimsical as it was rigorous,
seeking to align the meticulous gaze of scientific inquiry with the playful unpredictability
of the celestial realm. Our data collection process involved obtaining detailed information
on  the  distance  between  Uranus  and  Venus  from  Astropy,  a  cosmic  repository  of
planetary  positions,  and  the  number  of  games  won  by  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  from
Hockey Reference, a veritable constellation of hockey statistics.

The first step in our methodological odyssey was to sift through the astronomical data
with the precision of a cosmic cartographer. Leveraging the celestial insights offered by
Astropy,  we extracted  the  exact  distances  between  Uranus  and  Venus  for  each  NHL
season from 1975 to  2022.  This  process  involved navigating  nebulous  data  sets  and
astronomical  intricacies,  akin  to  tracing  constellations  across  the  night  sky,  and
culminated in the acquisition of a comprehensive dataset capturing celestial distances in
astronomical units.

Following the astronomical escapade, we embarked on a terrestrial expedition through
the hockey statistics terrain, relying on the abundant resources of Hockey Reference to
tally the number of games won by the Detroit Red Wings over the same timeframe. This
process entailed traversing the statistical ice rinks of NHL history, navigating the ebbs
and flows of team performances, and compiling a comprehensive dataset akin to charting
the trajectory of a puck across a cosmic hockey rink.
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With our celestial and athletic datasets in hand, we then engaged in a statistical tango,
employing robust techniques to discern any potential  correlation between the distance
separating Uranus and Venus and the Detroit Red Wings' NHL game wins. Our statistical
analysis, resembling a cosmic pas de deux, involved calculating correlation coefficients,
p-values, and conducting regression analyses to decipher any cosmic irony or celestial
synchrony hiding within the data. Our quest was to unravel any unseen dances between
the celestial bodies and the performance of the Detroit Red Wings, all while maintaining
a scientific rigor that was as unassailable as the orbit of the planets themselves.

This methodological expedition, punctuated by the juxtaposition of the celestial and the
terrestrial,  carried  us  through  the  cosmos  and  the  hockey  rinks,  blending  statistical
acumen with a touch of cosmic curiosity. As we boldly delved into the interplay between
Uranus and Venus and the triumphs of the Detroit Red Wings, our aim was not only to
illuminate any astronomical influences on athletic achievements but also to infuse the
scientific pursuit with a spirit of cosmic whimsy.

4.  Findings

We found a moderate positive correlation between the distance separating Uranus and
Venus and the number of games won by the Detroit Red Wings in the NHL seasons from
1975 to 2022. The correlation coefficient was determined to be 0.5945835, indicating a
significant relationship between these two seemingly unrelated variables. Furthermore,
the coefficient of determination (r-squared) was calculated to be 0.3535296, suggesting
that approximately 35% of the variability in the Detroit Red Wings' game wins can be
explained by the distance between Uranus and Venus. Notably, the p-value was less than
0.01, indicating that the observed correlation is unlikely to be a chance occurrence and is
statistically significant.

The scatterplot displayed in Figure 1 visually illustrates the strong correlation between
the Uranus-Venus distance and the number of games won by the Detroit  Red Wings,
further corroborating our findings. The scatterplot is indeed striking, depicting the quirky
association between celestial positions and earthly hockey victories.

These  results  prompt  us  to  contemplate  the  cosmic  ballet  that  may  be  silently
choreographing the fate of the Detroit Red Wings on the ice. While we initially set out to
investigate a peculiar oddity,  the unexpected strength of the correlation beckons for a
closer examination of potential cosmic influences on athletic outcomes. It seems that the
stars have aligned, quite literally, to present us with this celestial oddity - or, as some may
jest, a cosmic comedy unfolding in the NHL standings.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5.  Discussion on findings

The in-depth analysis  of the relationship between the distance separating Uranus and
Venus and the game wins of the Detroit  Red Wings in the NHL seasons has yielded
intriguing  results.  Our  findings  not  only  substantiate  the  whimsical  speculations
presented in the literature review but also raise interesting questions about the potential
interplay of cosmic forces in the realm of competitive sports.

The literature review playfully introduced the idea of a cosmic ballet choreographing the
fate of the Detroit Red Wings on the ice. While this notion may initially elicit a chuckle,
our  results  evoke  a  sobering  reassessment  of  the  possibility.  The  moderate  positive
correlation  we  uncovered  between  these  celestial  and  athletic  variables  defies  mere
happenstance, echoing the thematic musings of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy."
This peculiar convergence of planetary dynamics and NHL victories sparks a renewed
appreciation for the nuanced interplay of cosmic absurdity and statistical significance.

Our  findings  have  provided  empirical  support  for  the  celestial  oddity  suggested  by
@HockeyAstrologer,  despite  its  lighthearted  origins.  While  not  a  formal  scientific
publication,  this  anecdotal  remark  offers  a  serendipitous  parallel  to  our  statistically
grounded discovery, underscoring the subtle—and at times humorous—intersections of
the astronomical and the athletic. Similarly, the astrophysical insights of Neil deGrasse
Tyson, although not intended to elucidate sports outcomes, invite a contemplation of how
cosmic  movements  might  intersect  with  earthly  events,  including  the  trajectories  of
hockey pucks on the ice rink.

In a literary twist of fate, our results align with the playful rhetoric of cosmic comedy, as
portrayed in "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy." The statistical robustness of the
observed correlation challenges us to balance scientific rigor with an appreciation for the
delightful  whimsy  inherent  in  this  cosmic  confluence.  As  we  navigate  this  peculiar
cosmic  odyssey,  the  time  has  come  to  linger  in  the  delightful  intersection  of  the
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astronomical  and  the  athletic,  satisfying  our  scholarly  curiosity  while  embracing  the
cosmic absurdity that appears to underpin the wins and losses of the NHL season.

This  unexpected  alignment  of  planetary  positions  and  NHL  victories  beckons  for
continued exploration, inviting researchers to ponder the potential influence of celestial
phenomena on earthly endeavors. While the idea of a celestial oddity guiding the Detroit
Red  Wings'  performance  may  evoke  amusement,  the  statistical  significance  of  our
findings prompts a reevaluation of what constitutes cosmic coincidence. Our scholarly
pursuit of scientific inquiry, flavored with a touch of celestial whimsy, propels us into
uncharted territory where the cosmic and the comedic converge in the hallowed halls of
statistical analysis.

Our findings,  while  initially  evoking a tinge of planetary playfulness,  prompt serious
contemplation of the inexplicable dance of the celestial bodies and their impact on the
earthly triumphs of professional sports. Thus, while we refrain from reaching a definitive
conclusion, our study ignites a delightful yet compelling conversation at the intersection
of  the  astronomical  and  the  athletic,  anchoring  our  scholarly  endeavors  in  the
gravitational pull of cosmic curiosity and amusement.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled a rather peculiar correlation between the distance
separating Uranus and Venus and the number of games won by the Detroit Red Wings in
the  NHL seasons.  Surprisingly,  we  have  found a  statistically  significant  relationship,
suggesting that there may be more to celestial positions and athletic achievements than
mere happenstance. While this correlation may seem as far-fetched as a comet sighting at
center ice, the data paints a vivid picture of this cosmic anomaly. The implications of this
unearthed relationship are as baffling as trying to skate on a frozen asteroid - it challenges
our conventional understanding of the influences on sports outcomes.

The comical nature of this discovery is not lost on us, as we ponder whether the planets
are secretly engaged in hockey fandom, cheering on the Detroit Red Wings from their
celestial  perches.  While  this  study  has  certainly  added  an  extra  dimension  to  sports
analytics,  we  must  acknowledge  the  limitations  of  our  findings.  The  cosmic  dance
between  Uranus  and  Venus  may  be  captivating,  but  it  is  crucial  to  approach  this
correlation with a healthy dose of skepticism, no matter how much it  may tickle our
scientific funny bone. 

Thus, in the spirit of intergalactic good humor, we declare that further research into this
celestial oddity and its influence on the Detroit Red Wings' performance is not a pressing
need.  After  all,  we wouldn't  want  to  overreach  and risk  falling  into  a  black  hole  of
outlandish conjecture. Let's leave this cosmic joke right where it belongs – in the realm of
delightful speculation. While the stars may continue to twinkle mischievously above, we

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



can rest assured that the fate of the Detroit Red Wings remains firmly in the hands of
their earthly efforts, on the ice rather than among the stars.
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