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Abstract

In this study, we investigate the association between reported UFO sightings in New Mexico and the
number of patents granted in the United States. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center
and the United States Patent and Trademark Office, we analyzed the period from 1975 to 2020. Our
analysis unveiled a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9369681 between these seemingly unrelated
phenomena, with a p-value less than 0.01. These findings beg the question - are extraterrestrial entities
secretly influencing technological advancements on our planet, or are our earthbound inventors simply
inspired by the skies that may not be entirely their own? This study sheds light on these peculiar
connections and leaves us pondering the mysteries of the cosmos and our own inventive spirits.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Sciences. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The phenomenon of unidentified flying
objects (UFOs) has long captured the
imagination of the public, often prompting
wild speculation, conspiracy theories, and
perhaps a few too many viewings of the
movie "Independence Day". While the
subject of UFOs has been a constant
source of fascination, it has also been
treated with ample skepticism within the
scientific community. However, recent years
have seen a shift in attitudes, with a growing
number of researchers granting the topic a

more serious consideration. This is where
our study comes in - to boldly go where few
researchers have gone before and
investigate the potential impact of UFO
sightings on the invention of gadgets and
gizmos.

New Mexico, often affectionately referred to
as the "Land of Enchantment," has gained
notoriety for more than just its stunningly
beautiful landscapes and green chili-infused
cuisine. It also holds the dubious honor of
being one of the U.S. states with the highest
number of reported UFO sightings. This
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raises the question: could there be a link
between these otherworldly encounters and
the inventive prowess of our fellow
earthlings? Our study aims to uncover any
potential  correlation  between  these
seemingly disparate phenomena. Strap in,
folks - we're about to embark on a journey
that's equal parts X-Files and Shark Tank.

As much as we'd love to dive straight into
the juicy details, let's first lay the
groundwork for our investigation. The
history of patent granting in the United
States is a labyrinthine maze of legal
intricacies and creative ingenuity. As
inventors clamor to protect their creations
and secure a sweet slice of intellectual
property rights, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office stands as the
gatekeeper, scrutinizing each innovation
with a discerning eye. Remember, folks,
behind every "patent pending" label is a tale
of sleepless nights and countless cups of
coffee - or, for the inventors in New Mexico,
perhaps a late-night rendezvous with a
beam of extraterrestrial inspiration.

So, we find ourselves at a crossroads where
the realms of extraterrestrial sightings and
patented inventions intersect. As we delve
into the depths of this enigmatic connection,
fellow researchers, skeptics, and UFO
enthusiasts alike may be scratching their
heads, wondering if we've sampled from
Roswell's famed alien-themed cafes one too
many times. Fear not, dear reader, for we
approach this exploration with the same
scientific rigor and curiosity that has
propelled mankind to the furthest reaches of
the universe and the quirkiest corners of
human innovation.

Our investigation into the New Mexico
Extraterrestrial Effect promises to shed light
on a phenomenon as mysterious as flying
saucers themselves. So, grab your tinfoil
hats and adjust your telescopes - it's time to
uncover the galactic influence on our earthly
inventions.

2. Literature Review

In the exploration of the intersection
between UFO sightings in New Mexico and
patents granted in the United States, a
plethora of studies have attempted to shed
light on the potential correlations and
implications. Smith et al. (2010) conducted
a comprehensive analysis of reported UFO
sightings in relation to technological
advancements during the latter half of the
20th century, positing intriguing hypotheses
that challenged traditional  scientific
paradigms. Meanwhile, Doe and Jones
(2015) delved into the historical archives of
patent granting, uncovering anecdotal
evidence of inventors claiming otherworldly
inspiration for their creations.

Moving beyond the terrestrial realm, "The
Extraterrestrial  Influence on  Human
Inventions" by Lorem and Ipsum (2005)
introduced a thought-provoking hypothesis
that proposed the clandestine role of
extraterrestrial entities in shaping human
technological progress. Their work ignited
debates within academic circles, with some
hailing it as visionary and others dismissing
it as pure science fiction. However, amidst
this sea of scholarly discourse, one cannot
overlook the influential contributions of non-
fiction works such as "The UFO
Phenomenon: Fact or Fiction" by K. Mulder
(1998) and "Alien Encounters and Patent
Grants: An Unlikely Connection" by S.
Scully (2012).

On the more speculative end of the
spectrum, fictional literature has also made
its mark in the arena of UFO phenomena
and technological innovation. "Close
Encounters of the Patentable Kind" by A.
Clarke (1977) presented a whimsical yet
thought-provoking narrative that blurred the
boundaries between fiction and potential
technological realities. In a similar vein,
"The Martian Patents" by A. Weir (2014)
captivated readers with a tale of survival
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and ingenuity set against the backdrop of
extraterrestrial mysteries.

Not to be outdone, the realm of animated
entertainment has also left its imprint on the
collective consciousness, with cartoons like
"The Jetsons" and "Futurama," and
children's shows such as "My Favorite
Martian" and "Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius,"
intricately weaving threads of futuristic
inventions and intergalactic encounters.
While these may be deemed as lighthearted
forms of media, one cannot underestimate
the subtle influence they wield in shaping
societal perceptions of technological
possibilities and otherworldly interactions.

As we wade through this eclectic mix of
literature, it becomes apparent that the
enigmatic  connection between UFO
sightings and patent grants transcends the
boundaries of  traditional scholarly
discourse, inviting a multidimensional
exploration that balances scientific inquiry
with a sense of wonderment. With this vivid
tapestry of insights as our backdrop, we
venture forth into the depths of our
investigation, eager to unravel the cosmic
mysteries that may hold sway over human
creativity and innovation.

3. Our approach & methods

To explore the potential linkage between
UFO sightings in New Mexico and the
number of patents granted in the United
States, we embarked on a data-gathering
odyssey that would have made even the
most intrepid UFO hunter proud. Our
intrepid research team scoured the vast
expanse of the internet, navigating the
tumultuous seas of information to anchor
our study in a trove of data from the
National UFO Reporting Center and the
United States Patent and Trademark Office.
With our sights set on the period from 1975
to 2020, we cast our net wide, embracing
the wild and wacky world of UFO sightings

and the stately abode of patent granting
with equal fervor.

Firstly, we meticulously sifted through the
reported UFO sightings in the enchanting
state of New Mexico, extracting a treasure
trove of accounts that ranged from the
peculiar and improbable to the downright
otherworldly. Each sighting was scrutinized
with the care and attention one might afford
to a cryptic crossword puzzle, ensuring that
no cosmic encounter escaped our purview.
Whether it was a flickering light in the night
sky or a close encounter of the third kind,
we embraced every report with the cautious
glee of a scientist yearning for a glimpse of
the unexplained.

In  tandem with our extraterrestrial
escapades, we turned our gaze to the vast
landscape of patents granted in the United
States. With the United States Patent and
Trademark Office as our lodestar, we
charted a course through the labyrinthine
corridors of technological innovation. Our
mission: to identify, categorize, and quantify
the inventive marvels that had been
welcomed into the elite realm of patented
creations. Each patent application became
a testament to human ingenuity, and we
spared no effort in scrutinizing the rich
tapestry of inventive prowess that lay within.

With our data in hand, we set about the task
of crunching numbers and unearthing
patterns with the precision of an alien
probing a terrestrial specimen. Our
statistical analysis was no mere stroll in the
park — it was a proverbial rocket launch into
the wuncharted territories of correlation
coefficients, p-values, and regression
analyses. Through these rigorous methods,
we sought to wunveil any potential
relationships between UFO sightings in New
Mexico and the ebb and flow of patented
innovations in the United States.

It is worth noting that our findings may
potentially open a wormhole into the
unexplored realms of causation versus
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correlation. While we cannot definitively
assert a causal link between UFO sightings
and patent granting, the sheer magnitude of
the correlation coefficient and the
tantalizingly small p-value beckon us to
consider the possibility of an otherworldly
influence on our earthly inventions. As we
journey deeper into the heart of our
analysis, we invite fellow researchers,
skeptics, and enthusiasts to join us on this
cosmic escapade, where the gravitational
pull of curiosity is matched only by the awe-
inspiring force of imagination.

4. Results

The analysis of the data revealed a striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9369681 between
reported UFO sightings in New Mexico and
the number of patents granted in the United
States from 1975 to 2020. This correlation
coefficient indicates a strong positive
relationship between these two variables.

Furthermore, the coefficient of
determination (r-squared) was found to be
0.8779092, suggesting that approximately
87.79% of the variability in patent grants
can be explained by the variability in UFO
sightings. In simpler terms, it seems that
UFO sightings may have a significant
influence on the innovative output of the
good folks crafting patents.

The p-value obtained was less than 0.01,
indicating that the correlation observed is
statistically significant. This means that the
likelihood of observing such a strong
relationship between UFO sightings and
patent grants due to random chance is less
than 1 in 100. In other words, it's more likely
for a UFO to land in your backyard than for
this relationship to be a fluke.

Years 1975-2020, r=0.937, p<0.01

1004

80 4

60 1

404

201 L
| one?®

lObK ZObK 30‘0K 40bK

UFO sightings in New Mexico

Patents granted in the US

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 displays a scatterplot illustrating the
robust correlation between reported UFO
sightings in New Mexico and the number of
patents granted in the United States. For
some reason, the scatterplot seems to
resemble a constellation, which is quite
fitting considering our subject matter.

These findings support the notion that there
may indeed be a tangible connection
between extraterrestrial visitations and our
terrestrial penchant for invention. The
implications of this correlation leave us
pondering the interstellar stimuli that may be
subtly guiding the innovative endeavors of
our earthly inventors.

In summary, our investigation into the 'New
Mexico Extraterrestrial Effect’ has provided
compelling evidence of a strong relationship
between UFO sightings and patent grants in
the United States. Whether it's alien
inspiration, cosmic coincidences, or just a
statistical quirk, the association between
these phenomena certainly warrants further
investigation and an eyebrow raise or two.

5. Discussion

The results of our study have unveiled a
remarkable association between reported
UFO sightings in New Mexico and the
number of patents granted in the United
States. These findings support and extend
prior research in this area, delving into the
cosmic web of intrigue surrounding UFOs
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and their potential influence on human
innovation.

Reuvisiting the literature review, the work of
Lorem and Ipsum (2005) introduced the
provocative concept of extraterrestrial
entities  clandestinely shaping human
technological progress. While initially
dismissed as a far-fetched notion, our
results lend credence to the possibility of
such otherworldly influences. It seems our
earthly inventors might have some
unexpected celestial muses whispering in
their ears.

Additionally, the anecdotal evidence
uncovered by Doe and Jones (2015)
regarding inventors claiming otherworldly
inspiration for their creations takes on a new
light in the context of our findings. It appears
that these claims may not be as far-fetched
as skeptics thought, as our study provides
empirical support for the idea of
unconventional sources of inspiration in the
realm of patent granting.

Moving on to the statistical results, the
correlation coefficient of 0.9369681 and the
coefficient of determination of 0.8779092
demonstrate a strong and impactful
relationship between UFO sightings and
patent grants. One might even say the
connection is out of this world — pun
intended.

The implications of this peculiar correlation
are as wide-reaching as the universe itself.
Whether it's alien technologies subtly
influencing our inventors or merely an
uncanny statistical quirk, our results beckon
a closer examination of the cosmic forces at
play in our earthly endeavors. It seems the
truth is indeed out there, and it may be
closer to home than we ever imagined.

In the midst of this interstellar mystery, our
study adds a touch of levity to the scientific
discourse, reminding us that even in the
pursuit of knowledge, a sprinkle of cosmic
curiosity and a dash of otherworldly
wonderment can spice up our scholarly

endeavors. After all, who knows what
extraterrestrial surprises lurk in the world of
patent grants and technological
innovations? It seems the sky's no longer
the limit — or perhaps, it's just the beginning.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has revealed an
eyebrow-raising correlation between
reported UFO sightings in New Mexico and
the number of patents granted in the United
States. These findings suggest that perhaps
the next time inventors in New Mexico
exclaim "Eureka!" they might actually be
greeting visitors from a certain gold-ringed
planet. Our investigation has sparked new
questions and unearthed a cosmos of
possibilities. It's as if UFOs have been
quietly whispering design blueprints to our
inventors, or maybe the creators of patent-
making gadgets are just huge fans of sci-fi.

While our findings offer a tantalizing glimpse
into the cosmic forces at play in our
inventive endeavors, we must also
acknowledge the need for caution.
Correlation does not imply causation, and
there may be other earthly factors at play
here. After all, it would be quite the plot twist
if, in the end, it's just the green chili sauce
that's fueling the inventive fires in New
Mexico.

Hence, we urge future researchers to
approach this area with an open mind and
perhaps a pair of intergalactic goggles. As
for us, we'll be over here, sipping our coffee,
and waiting for the next UFO sighting to
inspire an out-of-this-world invention. In the
meantime, it seems that little green men
might just be our secret weapon for
innovation, and further research may not be
necessary in this area - it's not rocket
science, or maybe it is!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



