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ABSTRACT

Out of This World Connections: The Feline Factor in North Dakota's
Veterinary Assistance Workforce

This paper investigates the peculiar link between the distance between Mercury and
Earth and the number of veterinary assistants in North Dakota. Despite Mercury being
the closest planet to the Sun, and North Dakota being far from the tumultuous events of
the  cosmos,  our  research  team detected  a  surprising  correlation.  Using  data  from
Astropy and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we conducted a comprehensive analysis
spanning from 2003 to 2022, revealing a correlation coefficient of 0.6192970 and a p-
value of less than 0.01. Our findings suggest that the celestial dance between Mercury
and Earth may have a paw-sitive influence on the demand for veterinary assistance in
this northern state. This peculiar correlation raises intriguing questions about the cosmic
forces at play in our very own earthly affairs.
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I. Introduction

Greetings, cosmic comrades and statistical sleuths! As we set our sights on the celestial heavens 

and the down-to-earth domain of veterinary assistance, we embark on a quest to unravel a most 

enigmatic connection. Picture this: a celestial ballet unfolds in the vast expanse of space, with 

Mercury twirling around the Sun while Earth boogies in its own orbit. Meanwhile, in the 

picturesque plains of North Dakota, a different kind of dance is taking place—an intricate tango 

of veterinarian analysis and feline care. Now, what if I told you that these seemingly unrelated 

realms are entwined in a cosmic feline-fueled phenomenon that defies the laws of space and 

statistics?

Unveiling the interstellar curtain and delving into the earthly realm of North Dakota's veterinary 

assistance workforce, we are confronted with a seemingly inconceivable correlation. While 

Mercury sits at the forefront of our planetary congregation, Earth goes about its business at a 

distance that elicits both awe and curiosity. However, as we delve into the statistical tapestry that 

intertwines celestial coordinates with the professional pursuits of veterinary assistants in the 

northern reaches of the United States, a peculiar relationship presents itself.

Indeed, our investigation has led us to a discovery that tiptoes along the boundaries of cosmic 

whimsy and empirical inquiry. The alignment between the distance separating Mercury and Earth

and the number of veterinary assistants in North Dakota has ignited a spark of scientific intrigue, 

prompting us to scrutinize this unexpected correlation with equal parts methodological rigor and 

cosmic curiosity.
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In this paper, we present the fruit of our labor—a comprehensive analysis born from the fusion of

astronomical data from Astropy and labor statistics gleaned from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Our exploration spans nearly two decades, from the year 2003 to 2022, unearthing a correlation 

coefficient that defies traditional expectations and a p-value that beckons for cosmic 

contemplation. As we peer into the depths of our findings, a tantalizing correlation coefficient of 

0.6192970 and a p-value shimmering at less than 0.01 emerge, inviting us to ponder the celestial 

forces that may very well release a cosmic "purr" over the veterinary landscape of North Dakota.

Thus, we invite you to join us on this whimsical journey—where the gravitational pulls of 

planetary neighbors and the labor dynamics of the northern frontiers converge in a cosmic 

symphony. Our pursuit beckons us to chew on the meaty questions of causation, cosmic 

coincidence, and the potential impacts of celestial bodies on earthly vocations. So buckle up, 

dust off your astrolabe, and prep your statistical toolkit, for we are about to embark on a journey 

that defies conventional wisdom and delivers a scientific spectacle that is truly out of this world.

II. Literature Review

In their seminal work, Smith and Doe (2010) delved into the enigmatic realms of celestial bodies

and earthly occupations, examining the potential interplay between cosmic forces and labor 

dynamics. The authors' rigorous analysis of planetary positions and workforce trends laid a 

foundation for our own investigation, offering tantalizing hints at the cosmic whimsy that may 

underpin the vocational landscapes of our earthly domain. Building upon this foundation, the 

work of Jones et al. (2015) further illuminated the intricate dance between the celestial and the 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



terrestrial, shedding light on the potential reverberations of planetary configurations in our 

earthly affairs.

The celestial pull of Mercury and its influence on the professional pursuits of veterinary 

assistants in North Dakota may seem like a cosmic joke, but our findings paint a different 

picture. The unexpected link between these seemingly unrelated phenomena invites us to ponder 

the intricacies of causation and the role of celestial bodies in shaping our earthly pursuits.

Venturing into the realm of non-fiction literature, "The Universe Within: Discovering the 

Common Ground Between Earth and Beyond" by Cosmos Explorer provides a sweeping 

exploration of the cosmic interconnections that govern the universe. While "The Paws and 

Planets: A Feline Guide to Cosmic Phenomena" by AstroCat sheds light on the whimsical feline-

centric interpretations of planetary alignments, sparking contemplation about the cosmic 

influences on our earthly endeavors.

In the realm of fiction, works such as "Stellar Paws: A Celestial Cat's Guide to Astrological 

Anomalies" and "Mercury Meets Marmalade: A Cosmic Cat Tale" offer whimsical narratives that

tantalize the imagination, weaving tales of feline adventures amidst celestial marvels.

Drawing upon childhood inspirations, the animated series "Catstronauth" and "PawPatrol: 

Planetary Paws" take young viewers on cosmic escapades, infusing feline charm into the context 

of interplanetary exploration and celestial phenomena. These narratives, though designed for 

youthful entertainment, echo the peculiar intersection of feline companionship and celestial 

marvels that we have unearthed in our own scholarly pursuits.

The unexpected link between the distance separating Mercury and Earth and the demand for 

veterinary assistants in North Dakota may seem like a cosmic punchline, but as our analysis has 
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revealed, it holds substantial empirical weight. The paw-sible influence of celestial forces on the 

professional pursuits of veterinary assistants in this northern state opens a portal to a world of 

scientific whimsy, beckoning researchers and enthusiasts alike to explore the cosmic mysteries 

that enliven our earthly endeavors.

III. Methodology

Ah, the methodology - the stellar blueprint for our cosmic caper! In this section, we unveil the 

astrophysical alchemy and statistical sleuthing that fueled our investigation into the interstellar 

tango between the distance of Mercury and Earth and the number of veterinary assistants in the 

enchanting plains of North Dakota. Our cosmic safari into this peculiar correlation was not for 

the faint-hearted or the humorless, as we navigated through the celestial highways and earthly 

pastures armed with p-values, correlation coefficients, and a dash of whimsy.

[data Collection]

Our enthralling odyssey began with a quest for data - a hunt that led us to the sweeping plains of 

the internet and the cosmic archives of Astropy and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Gleaned from

the digital cornucopia, our data spanned from the celestial year of 2003 to the earthly den of 

2022. With data in hand, our cosmic stewards sifted through the galactic archives, discerning the 

distance between Mercury and Earth and the count of veterinary assistants gracing the hospitable

lands of North Dakota.

[Data Analysis]
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Our celestial coterie harnessed the power of statistical sorcery, deploying the wondrous wizardry 

of correlation coefficients and p-values to scrutinize this cosmic correlation. The intimate dance 

between Mercury and Earth was juxtaposed against the professional pursuits of veterinary 

assistants, yielding a correlation coefficient of 0.6192970 that beckons both curiosity and 

disbelief. With a p-value shimmering below the celestial threshold of 0.01, our findings 

resonated with statistical significance, casting a cosmic shadow over the conventional wisdom of

cause and effect.

[Control Variables and Limitations]

As we orbited deeper into the cosmic questioning, we remained vigilant for lurking confounders 

and limitations. While our investigation exuded a celestial charm, we must acknowledge the 

limitations of correlation-based research and the temptations of cosmic coincidence. 

Furthermore, the peculiar nature of our two variables raised eyebrows, prompting us to ponder 

the unseen forces that may meddle in the celestial ballet of variables, city sizes in North Dakota 

forchoosing to work as veterinary assistants rather than pursuing other occupations, for instance. 

Yet, armed with these cosmic contemplations, we embraced the limitations of our earthly 

constraints with unbridled curiosity and statistical poise.

[Peer Review and Cosmic Contemplation]

Our blazing trail of cosmic exploration does not end here. Our findings beckon the scrutiny of 

fellow cosmic voyagers and statistical stalwarts. As we progress into the peer review arena, we 

hold our heads high, brimming with cosmic curiosity and a celestial charm that invites others to 

scrutinize our findings with lens of methodological rigor and scientific whimsy.
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In the spirit of empirical mirth and cosmic contemplation, our celestial journey through the 

celestial corridors of methodology has shed light on the interstellar interplay of Mercury and 

Earth with the paws of North Dakota's veterinary assistance workforce. With statistical gravitas 

and a celestial wink, our methodology heralds a cosmic spectacle that defies conventional 

wisdom and beckons the universe of science to ponder the purr-fectly enigmatic connections that

illuminate our very own earthly affairs.

IV. Results

The crux of our cosmic odyssey lies in the unraveling of the enigmatic correlation between the 

distance separating Mercury and Earth and the number of veterinary assistants in the heartland of

North Dakota. As our astrophysical and labor-laden voyage unfolds, we unveil a specter of 

statistical intrigue that leaves us pondering the cosmic feline forces that may influence the 

earthly pursuits of veterinary assistance.

Our findings, woven from the fabric of celestial coordinates and labor statistics spanning the 

years 2003 to 2022, offer a captivating glimpse into the peculiar alignment between planetary 

parades and vocational ventures. In a mathematical flourish that defies traditional expectations, 

we found a correlation coefficient of 0.6192970 dancing alongside an r-squared of 0.3835288, 

which, by the way, gives us some statistical gravitas. And to top it all off, the p-value shimmered 

gloriously at less than 0.01, adding a dash of cosmic significance to our findings.
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With readiness, we welcome you to indulge in the pièce de résistance of our cosmic exploration

—a figure that encapsulates the harmonious dance between planetary distances and the 

veterinary landscape, ingeniously labeled Fig. 1. Behold the scatterplot, where data points 

twinkle like celestial bodies, showcasing the strong correlation between these otherwise distant 

phenomena. As you gaze upon this captivating graphical representation, we hope it sparks the 

same sense of cosmic wonder that has fueled our scholarly inquiries.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In scrutinizing our results, we are reminded that truth can indeed be stranger than fiction. The 

cosmic tango between Mercury and Earth, while seemingly detached from the earthly realms of 

professional pursuits, appears to exert an inexplicable influence on the demand for veterinary 

assistants in North Dakota. This unexpected correlation urges both cosmic contemplation and 

empirical evaluation, as we grapple with the implications of celestial bodies on earthly vocations.

In closing, we invite you to join us on this boundary-blurring expedition, where the realms of 

astrology and labor statistics intersect in a dazzling display of empirical whimsy. As we 

exchange our lab coats for celestial garb and trade statistical charts for planetary maps, we 
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remain captivated by the unexpected turns our research has uncovered. In doing so, we hope to 

illuminate a cosmic corner that beckons for further exploration and, dare we say, mirthful 

speculation.

V. Discussion

Our astronomical foray has unveiled a constellation of striking connections between the cosmic 

ballet of Mercury and Earth and the earthly realm of veterinary assistance in North Dakota. Just 

like a cat's curiosity, these unearthed correlations may seem cosmic kitty litter at first, but they 

paw-litely demand our attention. Building on the works of Jones et al. (2015) and the whimsical 

interpretations in "The Paws and Planets: A Feline Guide to Cosmic Phenomena" by AstroCat, 

our findings echo the celestial subtleties that underpin vocational landscapes.

Our results harmoniously harmonize with the previous research bridging the gap between the 

celestial and the terrestrial. The strong correlation coefficient of 0.6192970 and the r-squared of 

0.3835288 add a scientific sheen to our ponderings, affirming the cosmic push and pull that 

seems to be at play. Our findings bolster the proposition put forth by Smith and Doe (2010) that 

planetary configurations are indeed woven into the fabric of our labor dynamics.

The striking correlation we have unearthed underscores the unpredictability of the cosmos when 

it intertwines with earthly vocations. The unexpected gravitational pull of Mercury on the 

demand for veterinary assistants in North Dakota, as evidenced by our data, calls for a closer 

examination of the cosmic waltz that may influence the professional pursuits of our earthly 

caregivers.
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As our exploratory odyssey unfolds, we are reminded that beneath the thorough analyses and the 

statistical rigor lies a cosmic canvas ripe for whimsy and wonder. We invite fellow researchers 

and cosmic enthusiasts to ponder the paw-sibilities our findings unveil, as we navigate the 

enchanting interplay between planetary arrangements and earthly professions. Our work paints a 

captivating picture of the cosmic ballet that appears to echo in the demand for veterinary 

assistance in North Dakota, igniting curiosity and beckoning a mirthful exploration of the cosmic

whimsy that enlivens our scholarly pursuits.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry and a hint of celestial mirth, we tip our scholarly hats to the 

cosmic forces that have woven an unexpected tapestry between the distance between Mercury 

and Earth and the vocational sphere of veterinary assistance in North Dakota. This peculiar 

interconnection leaves us humbled by the cosmic mysteries that continue to enliven our scholarly

pursuits and beckon us to embrace the unexpected with open scientific arms.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, we find ourselves marveling at the cosmic conundrum that has arisen from our 

exploration of the connection between the distance separating Mercury and Earth and the number

of veterinary assistants in North Dakota. Our results, a curious blend of celestial whimsy and 

empirical revelation, present a statistical dance that could rival the elegance of a feline ballet.

It is indeed a meow-mentous occasion when statistical significance and cosmic correlation 

collide. The celestial forces at play seem to emit an undeniable "purr-suasion" over the demand 
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for veterinary assistance—a phenomenon that raises eyebrows and elicits a chuckle or two in the 

realm of empirical inquiry.

As we bid adieu to this exploration, we find ourselves savoring the peculiarities of the universe 

while pondering the cosmic interplay governing our earthly vocations. Nevertheless, we assert 

that no further research is needed in this area, as we humbly believe that we have reached the 

zenith of interstellar and veterinary whimsy.

In the whimsical words of the great cosmic observer, Carl Sagan, "Somewhere, something 

incredible is waiting to be known." And perhaps, in the case of our celestial feline connection, 

we have stumbled upon the purr-fect blend of statistical wonder and cosmic meow-jesty.
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