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Abstract

This research paper delves into the peculiar correlation between the number of associates degrees
awarded in the field of English language and literature/letters and the frequency of Google searches for
'dollar store near me'. The study utilized data from the National Center for Education Statistics and
Google Trends to quantify and analyze this seemingly incongruous phenomenon. Surprisingly, our
findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9878968 and p < 0.01 for the years 2011 to 2021,
suggesting a rather strong link between scholarly pursuits in the realm of language and literature and the
desire to hunt down bargains at dollar stores. This compelling connection between linguistic prowess and
frugal shopping habits opens the door to a plethora of puns and witty wordplay, and challenges
conventional wisdom in academia. While the root cause of this correlation remains enigmatic, we invite
readers to join us in exploring this whimsical and unexpected relationship.
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1. Introduction the depths of data, hoping to unearth hidden
patterns and unveil the mysteries of the
world around us. When our team embarked
on a journey to explore the connection
between academic pursuits in language and
literature and the quest for dollar store
bargains, we were prepared for intellectual
stimulation, but we did not anticipate the

In the vast and often perplexing landscape
of academia, there are few things more
delightfully confounding than stumbling
upon an unexpected correlation between
seemingly unrelated phenomena. As
scholars, we spend our days delving into
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whimsical and unexpected findings that lay
ahead.

Picture this: students diligently poring over
Elizabethan sonnets, unraveling the
complexities of syntax and semantics, only
to find themselves fervently typing "dollar
store near me" into Google during their
study breaks. It's a juxtaposition that elicits
chuckles and raises eyebrows in equal
measure. Yet, as the data would have it,
there appears to be a quirky camaraderie
between the awarding of associates
degrees in  English language and
literature/letters and the contemplation of
visiting the humble abode of discount
trinkets and treasures.

This paper aims to meticulously dissect this
curious correlation, leveraging a
combination of statistical analysis and
linguistic acumen to shed light on this
unusual bond between the world of words
and the allure of cut-rate commodities. So,
fasten your seatbelts and prepare to embark
on a research journey that's part
Shakespearean sonnet and part bargain-
hunting escapade. It's a wild ride, but one
that promises to offer insights that are as
entertaining as they are unexpected.

2. Literature Review

To understand the curious connection
between associates degrees in English
language and literature/letters and Google
searches for 'dollar store near me', we
venture into the scholarly expanse of
literature and research on related topics.
Smith and Doe (2015) conducted a
thorough investigation into the demographic
trends of associates degree recipients,
uncovering fascinating insights into the
academic preferences and pursuits of
students. Jones et al. (2018) expanded on
this work, exploring the societal impact of
degree choices and their correlation with
consumer behavior. Little did they anticipate
the whimsical journey of scholarly curiosity

would lead them to the world of dollar
stores!

Relevant non-fiction books such as "The
Semiotics of Shopping: Exploring
Symbolism and Significance in Consumer
Behavior" (Miller, 2012) offered insightful
perspectives on consumer behavior and
purchasing decisions, yet none could
anticipate the peculiar link between literary
pursuits and budget-friendly shopping.
Similarly, "The Economics of Language:
Exploring Linguistic Phenomena in the
Marketplace" (Adams, 2017) provided a
comprehensive analysis of language in
commerce, but the allure of dollar store
treasures seemed to escape its purview.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, the works
of Jane Austen, with her astute social
observations in "Sense and Sensibility" and
"Pride and Prejudice,” may offer subtle
clues to the economic undercurrents that
bridge literature and frugal spending habits.
On the more contemporary side,
Murakami's surreal narratives in "Kafka on
the Shore" and the thematic exploration of
consumerism in Palahniuk's "Fight Club"
may evoke tantalizing hints at the uncharted
connection we seek.

Of course, in the pursuit of academic
enlightenment, our research team did not
shy away from exploring pop culture
phenomena that might shed light on this
peculiar correlation. In the spirit of rigorous
inquiry, we engaged in a "SpongeBob
SquarePants” marathon to unravel the
mysteries of Bikini Bottom and its potential
influence on language and consumer
behavior. The animated adventures of
SpongeBob and his friends may hold more
clues than one would expect, leading us to
ponder the profound wisdom hidden
beneath the sea.

In addition, the team subjected themselves
to the enchanting world of "Sesame Street"
to observe how the eloquence of the
famous Muppets might impact language-
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related pursuits and the inclination towards
bargain hunting. As a research team, we are
committed to the thorough exploration of all
potential influences, no matter how fishy or
furry they may be.

This eclectic journey through literature, both
scholarly and whimsical, sets the stage for a
deeper exploration of the unexpected
correlation between academic accolades in
language and literature and the quest for
saccharine and thrifty delights in dollar store
aisles.

3. Our approach & methods

In unraveling the enigmatic connection
between the awarding of associates
degrees in  English language and
literature/letters and the frequency of
Google searches for 'dollar store near me',
our research  team concocted a
methodology as colorful and intriguing as
the correlation itself. We certainly didn't just
throw darts at a board or consult a crystal
ball, although that might have been a more
entertaining approach!

First, we scoured the National Center for
Education Statistics to gather data on the
number of associates degrees conferred in
the field of English language and
literature/letters from 2011 to 2021. To add
an extra dash of eccentricity to our
research, we decided to count the number
of degrees awarded in iambic pentameter -
just kidding! We actually wused a
straightforward ~ quantitative  approach,
extracting the relevant figures with the
precision of a poet crafting a perfect
limerick.

Next, we turned to the digital realm,
specifically Google Trends, to capture the
zeitgeist of 'dollar store near me' searches
over the same time period. Careful not to
get lost in the labyrinth of online shopping
temptations, we meticulously extracted and
analyzed the search frequency data,

ensuring that we didn't succumb to the siren
call of discounted household wares and
party favors.

With these datasets in hand, we then
employed a range of statistical methods that
would make a probability theorist reach for
their trusty abacus. We calculated
correlation  coefficients, p-values, and
conducted regression analyses to uncover
the hidden threads binding the pursuit of
linguistic proficiency to the allure of thrifty
shopping expeditions.

But we didn't stop there! Oh no, in the spirit
of academic eccentricity, we also indulged
in a bit of linguistic analysis to enrich our
understanding of this curiously synchronous
relationship. We combed through literary
classics and contemporary works to seek
out any hidden odes to dollar stores or thrift
stores, and we comically pondered whether
characters in Shakespearean plays might
have been secretly yearning for bargain
shops.

In summary, our methodology stood as a
testament to the art of blending rigorous
statistical analysis with an unapologetic
sense of whimsy, producing findings that
are as delightfully unexpected as stumbling
upon a discount aisle in a highbrow library.

4. Results

As we delved into the data, we were met
with an astonishing revelation: a remarkably
robust correlation between the number of
associates degrees awarded in English
language and literature/letters and the
frequency of Google searches for "dollar
store near me." Our statistical analysis
yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.9878968, an r-squared value of
0.9759401, and a p-value less than 0.01 for
the time period spanning 2011 to 2021. In
layman's terms, this means that there's a
high likelihood that this connection is more
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than just a fluke, and we're not just making
this stuff up!

The figure (Fig. 1) presents a scatterplot
that visually encapsulates the strength of
this correlation, and let me tell you, it's a
sight to behold. It's like a literary
masterpiece meets a bargain-hunting
adventure, all wrapped up in a graph.

This unexpected association between
scholarly pursuits in the world of language
and literature and the urge to find the
nearest dollar store challenges our
preconceived notions and invites a flurry of
witty wordplay. You could say it's a real
"page-turner" of a correlation, or perhaps a
"plot twist" in the world of statistical
analysis.

Years 2011-2021, r=0.988, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The robustness of this statistical relationship
paves the way for a new realm of academic
inquiry, where linguistics and discount
shopping intersect in a delightful pas de
deux. The enigmatic nature of this
correlation leaves us pondering the
underlying mechanisms at play, and we
invite fellow scholars to join us in unraveling
this perplexing and amusing connection.
After all, who wouldn't want to embark on a
research pursuit that involves both literary
musings and a quest for cheap snacks and
household items?

5. Discussion

The findings of our study confirm and
elucidate a surprisingly robust correlation
between the awarding of associates
degrees in the field of English language and
literature/letters and the prevalence of
Google searches for "dollar store near me."
Building upon the whimsical thread of
academic inquiry that has spawned rigorous
literature reviews, data analyses, and
perhaps more SpongeBob SquarePants
marathons than initially anticipated, our
results echo the playful spirit of scholarly
curiosity that has characterized this
investigation. A correlation coefficient of
0.9878968 and a p-value less than 0.01 for
the time period spanning from 2011 to 2021
unequivocally reinforce the connection
between linguistic scholarship and the
pursuit of budget-friendly bargains.

Drawing from the scholarly expanse of
literature and research unearthed during
this journey, particularly the works of Smith
and Doe (2015) and Miller (2012), we find
resonance with the unexpected vyet
compelling relationship between academic
pursuits and consumer behavior. Indeed,
the juxtaposition of "Sense and Sensibility"
and "Dollar Store Desirability" may elicit a
chuckle, but our results underline the
substantive nature of this correlation,
challenging and subverting conventional
academic paradigms.

Our findings not only bolster previous
research but also beckon us into uncharted
academic territories, inviting further
exploration of the mechanisms and
influences underlying this connection. The
statistical robustness of this correlation is
akin to a finely crafted sonnet, weaving
together the seemingly disparate realms of
language scholarship and frugal shopping
tendencies. It is indeed a "plot twist" in the
realm of statistical analysis, as we traverse
the landscape of academia with a firm

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



resolve to unravel the enigmatic bond
between literary prowess and dollar store
guest.

As we don the scholarly cap adorned with
puns and wit, we extend an invitation to
fellow researchers to join us in this
whimsical expedition, where the poetry of
language meets the prose of frugality. After
all, in the immortal words of SpongeBob
SquarePants, "I'm ready, I'm ready" to delve
deeper into this delightful correlation, armed
with data and a good sense of humor.

(refrain from including a conclusion here)

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
a correlation of Shakespearean proportions
between the awarding of associates
degrees in  English language and
literature/letters and the frequency of
Google searches for "dollar store near me."
This unexpected relationship has left us
pondering whether our student poets are
seeking inspiration from the aisles of
discount retailers, or perhaps they simply
have a penchant for penning bargain-
basement ballads.

One cannot help but be struck by the
delightful irony of this correlation, where the
pursuit of linguistic prowess appears to be
accompanied by a penchant for penny-
pinching. It's as if the quill and the coupon
have forged an unlikely alliance, producing
a literary epic that unfolds in the aisles of
dollar stores across the nation.

This correlation beckons forth a wealth of
puns and wordplay, inviting us to
contemplate whether these students are
truly masters of the lexicon or merely in
pursuit of the next "cheep" thrill at the
nearest dollar store. It's a conundrum that's
as perplexing as it is amusing, and one that
adds a touch of whimsy to the often staid
world of academia.

While the root cause of this correlation
remains a mystery, we posit that no further
research is needed in this area. For now,
let's revel in the delightful absurdity of this
unexpected connection and allow it to serve
as a reminder that even in the realm of
scholarly pursuits, there's always room for a
bit of levity and laughter. And who knows,
perhaps the next great literary masterpiece
will be written amidst the aisles of discount
treasures, propelled by the muses of value
and vernacular.
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