
The Journal of Extraterrestrial Sociology (2024) 30, 57-62

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Alien Abduction or Appellation Amusement? 
Exploring the Link between Annabelle and UFOs in 
North Carolina

Colton Hamilton, Alexander Tucker, Gregory P Trudeau

Center for Research; Evanston, Illinois

KEYWORDS

"Annabelle," "UFO sightings," "North Carolina," "correlation coefficient," "p-value," "US Social 
Security Administration," "National UFO Reporting Center," "extraterrestrial activity," "cosmic 
connection," "UFO-Belle Correlation," "intergalactic tea parties," "alien abduction," "statistical 
analysis," "celestial enigma," "cosmic fans," "wordplay," "cosmic quirkiness," "multi-dimensional 
mysteries"

Abstract

The correlation between the popularity of the first name Annabelle and UFO sightings in North Carolina 
has long been a subject of speculation. In this study, we delve into this celestial connection, using data 
from the US Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center to analyze the 
temporal trends and potential linkages. Our findings reveal a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 
0.9708593 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 1975 to 2021, suggesting a 
robust statistical association between these seemingly disparate phenomena. As we navigated through 
the data, we couldn't help but ponder if these UFOs were simply trying to abduct individuals named 
Annabelle to upscale their intergalactic tea parties. Maybe they just really like the name? We couldn't help
but be amazed by the sheer otherworldly consistency of this pattern within our earthly data. Our results 
not only provide empirical evidence to support the notion of a cosmic connection between the moniker 
Annabelle and extraterrestrial activity in the skies of North Carolina, but also elicit a whimsical 
contemplation of the cosmic quirkiness that dwells within the statistical realm. Perhaps the UFOs are just 
cosmic fans of wordplay, eagerly seeking out "An Alien Belle" in North Carolina. Our study sheds light on 
this quirky correlation and beckons further investigation into the celestial enigma of the Annabelle-UFO 
nexus. Throughout our study, we couldn't resist the temptation to coin the term "UFO-Belle Correlation" 
and ponder if aliens have a penchant for puns. We can only hope that our findings bring joy to earthlings 
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and extraterrestrials alike, as we continue to unravel the multi-dimensional mysteries of the universe, one 
statistical anomaly at a time.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Research.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The  study  of  anomalous  phenomena  has
captivated  human  curiosity  for  centuries,
leading  us  to  delve  into  the  mysterious
connections that seem to defy conventional
understanding. From the enigmatic behavior
of subatomic particles to the strange allure
of  reality  television,  we  are  constantly
seeking to unearth the underlying patterns
that  govern  our  world—no  matter  how
peculiar they may be.

As researchers, we find ourselves drawn to
the unexplored frontiers of inquiry, eager to
uncover  correlations  that  transcend  the
boundaries  of  traditional  scientific  inquiry.
And what could be more out of  this world
than investigating the relationship between
the  popularity  of  the  first  name Annabelle
and UFO sightings in the picturesque state
of  North  Carolina?  It's  like  combining
celestial  charts  with  baby  name  books—
surely a match made in the cosmos!

The very idea of linking the name Annabelle
to  extraterrestrial  visitations  might  elicit  a
chuckle or two, but as the saying goes, "the
truth is out there"! And we couldn't resist the
chance  to  probe  this  unconventional
association,  all  while  donning  our
metaphorical tin foil hats for good measure.
After  all,  isn't  it  fitting  that  we explore the
unknown  with  a  touch  of  humor  and  a
healthy dose of skepticism?

With  our  data-driven  investigative  lenses
firmly in place, we embarked on a journey
through  the  cosmic  expanse  of  records,
charts,  and databases,  hoping to decipher
the  celestial  dance  of  Annabelles  and
unidentified  flying  objects  in  North
Carolina's  domain.  It's  like  playing  an
intergalactic game of "hide and seek" with
statistical  significance—only  with  much

higher stakes and a penchant for interstellar
wordplay!

As we venture into this uncharted territory,
we are reminded of the age-old question: If
a  UFO hovers  above  a  cornfield  in  North
Carolina  and no one's  there  to witness it,
does  it  still  inspire  fear  or  fascination?
Perhaps our study will  shed light on these
existential ponderings, as well as provide a
dash of cosmic hilarity for all the stargazers
and statisticians alike.

So, join us as we embark on this celestial
expedition,  where the search for  empirical
truths converges with the whimsical allure of
celestial curiosities. After all, who can resist
the  urge  to  explore  a  correlation  as
captivating  as  the  "Annabelle  Cosmic
Connection,"  apart  from  maybe  a  UFO
leaving an "unidentified pun object" for us to
contemplate?

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find an
intriguing  relationship  between first  names
and unconventional phenomena, paving the
way for our investigation into the connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
Annabelle  and  UFO  sightings  in  North
Carolina.  This  study  sets  the  stage  for  a
captivating  exploration  into  the  cosmic
quirkiness that seems to weave through the
fabric of our earthly existence.

Doe's work (2018) on statistical anomalies
and  their  underlying  esoteric  symbolism
piqued our interest, leading us to ponder the
celestial significance of the name Annabelle
in the context of extraterrestrial encounters.
The notion of unearthly visitors seeking out
specific  individuals  based  on  their  names
might  seem far-fetched,  but  as we delved
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deeper  into  the  data,  we  found  ourselves
etching  closer  to  the  cosmic  tapestry  of
statistical oddities.

Jones  and  Smith's  research  (2020)  on
celestial  patterns  and  their  enigmatic
correlations  with  earthly  phenomena
sparked our curiosity, offering a glimpse into
the enticing realm of cosmic synchronicities.
Little did we know that our exploration of the
Annabelle-UFO nexus would lead us down
a celestial  rabbit  hole  filled  with  statistical
marvels  and  the  occasional  cosmic
punchline.

As  we  navigated  through  the  scholarly
expanse,  we  stumbled  upon  "The  UFO
Files"  by  Lionel  Jones,  a  captivating  non-
fiction work that sheds light on the enigmatic
encounters  between  humanity  and
extraterrestrial  beings.  The  parallel  draw
with our study is undeniable, as we seek to
unravel the cosmic conundrum that links the
popularity  of  the  name  Annabelle  to
inexplicable sightings in the North Carolina
skies.

In a lighthearted twist, "Men Are from Mars,
Women  Are  from  Venus"  by  John  Gray
opened  our  minds  to  the  interplanetary
dynamics  at  play,  prompting  a  comical
contemplation: are UFOs also adhering to a
cosmic  gender  binary,  seeking  out
Annabelles  amidst  the  earthly  expanse  of
North  Carolina?  Perhaps  it's  a  case  of
celestial matchmaking gone awry, all in the
name of statistical oddities and intergalactic
wordplay.

Drawing  inspiration  from  the  non-fiction
realm,  we  also  turned  to  "The  X-Files:
Ruins"  by  Kevin  J.  Anderson,  a  gripping
fiction  work  that  intertwines archaeological
mysteries with extraterrestrial intrigue. While
the  book  may  dwell  in  the  realms  of
imagination, it served as a cosmic muse for
our  own  empirical  journey  into  the
anomalous connections that bind the name
Annabelle  to  the  UFO  sightings  that
captivate the skies above North Carolina.

In a playful nod to diverse inspirations, we
couldn't  help  but  draw  a  parallel  between
our study and the board game "Betrayal at
Baldur's  Gate,"  where  unsuspecting
adventurers  are  confronted  with
otherworldly  phenomena  in  a  suspense-
filled quest. Much like the characters in the
game,  we  found  ourselves  navigating
through  the  uncharted  territories  of
statistical  irregularities  and  cosmic
curiosities, all with a touch of whimsy and a
penchant for outlandish puns.

Now  that  we've  traversed  the  scholarly
landscape and ventured into the realms of
fiction and gaming, it's time to dive into the
cosmic  quirkiness  that  underpins  our
investigation, all in pursuit of unraveling the
enigmatic  connection  between  the  name
Annabelle  and  the  celestial  visitors  that
roam the North Carolina skies. It's a jocular
cosmic journey, where statistical anomalies
meet intergalactic jest—and we're here for
it!

3. Our approach & methods

In  order  to  unravel  the  cosmic  mystery
behind  the  relationship  between  the
popularity of  the first  name Annabelle  and
UFO  sightings  in  North  Carolina,  we
employed a multidimensional approach that
blended statistical  analysis  with a dash of
celestial  whimsy.  Our  data  collection
involved  aggregating  information  from  the
US  Social  Security  Administration's
database of  birth  names and the National
UFO  Reporting  Center's  archives  of
reported sightings, spanning from the years
1975 to 2021.

To  identify  individuals  named  Annabelle
within  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  we
meticulously  combed through the labyrinth
of  birth  certificate  records,  employing  a
search algorithm that was as precise as a
laser-guided  UFO  beam.  We  then  cross-
referenced  these  findings  with  reported
UFO sightings in North Carolina, ensuring a
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rigorous  examination  of  the  temporal
interplay  between  these  two  seemingly
disparate  phenomena.  It's  like  trying  to
solve  a  cosmic  puzzle  with  statistical
breadcrumbs  and  a  relentless  pursuit  of
pun-riddled patterns!

Our  analysis  involved  constructing  time
series data for the occurrences of the name
Annabelle  and  UFO  sightings  in  North
Carolina,  allowing  us  to  observe  the
fluctuations  in  their  respective  frequencies
over  the  past  four  decades.  This  involved
sifting  through  data  with  the  meticulous
precision of  a  UFO researcher  looking for
crop circles in a field of statistical noise. It's
a bit like searching for a UFO in a haystack,
but with the added quirk of pondering if the
extraterrestrial  beings  onboard  have
celestial nametags that read "Greetings! I'm
Annabelle from Andromeda."

Utilizing intricate statistical techniques such
as  regression  analysis  and  time  series
modeling,  we  sought  to  unravel  the
temporal dynamics of Annabelle's popularity
and  UFO  sightings  in  North  Carolina,
uncovering  the  intricacies  of  their  cosmic
dance. It's akin to using a celestial compass
to navigate through the statistical  cosmos,
all  while  trying  to  decipher  if  the  UFO
sightings  spike  whenever  a  newborn
Annabelle graces the earthly realm.

Furthermore,  we  applied  advanced
inferential  statistics,  including  correlation
analysis  and  regression  modeling,  to
quantify  the  strength  and  direction  of  the
association between Annabelle's prevalence
and reported UFO activity. This allowed us
to  unearth  the  statistical  bedrock  upon
which the celestial correlation between the
two  phenomena  rests.  It's  like  trying  to
measure the gravitational pull  of  a cosmic
joke—only  with a p-value and a plot  twist
that's truly out of this world.

In addition to our quantitative analyses, we
also  conducted  qualitative  assessments
through  interviews  with  North  Carolinians

named Annabelle and self-proclaimed UFO
enthusiasts, aiming to illuminate the human
experiences  that  underpin  the  statistical
patterns.  As we delved into the qualitative
realm,  we  couldn't  help  but  wonder  if  the
extraterrestrial  beings  had  a  penchant  for
proper  noun  play,  potentially  pondering  if
they've  ever  encountered  an  alien  entity
named  "UFObelle"  in  their  interstellar
travels.

Overall,  our  methodological  approach
amalgamated  robust  statistical  techniques
with a sprinkle of cosmic mirth, paving the
way  for  a  rigorous  exploration  of  the
Annabelle-UFO  enigma.  Our  methodology
not  only  unraveled  the  statistical
underpinnings of this cosmic correlation but
also elicited a chuckle or two along the way,
reminding  us  that  even  in  the  realm  of
empirical  inquiry,  the  universe  can  still
deliver  a punchline that's  truly  "out  of  this
world."

4. Results

The investigation  conducted for  this  study
unearthed a striking correlation between the
prevalence of the first name Annabelle and
UFO sightings in the state of North Carolina.
From  the  years  1975  to  2021,  the
correlation coefficient of 0.9708593 stood as
a  testament  to  the  seemingly  inexplicable
bond that exists between the celestial and
terrestrial realms. It’s like the stars aligned
to reveal this cosmic connection, or perhaps
the aliens just  wanted to make a celestial
cameo  with  a  touch  of  statistical
significance.

Our  rigorous  analysis  also  revealed  an  r-
squared  value  of  0.9425679,  further
underscoring  the  robustness  of  the
association.  It's  as  if  the  cosmic  forces
conspired to validate this quirky correlation
beyond a shadow of a doubt, leaving us to
ponder  if  there's  a  statistical  algorithm for
interpreting intergalactic humor.
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The statistical significance, with a p-value of
less  than  0.01,  served  as  the  proverbial
cherry on top of this cosmic conundrum. It’s
like  finding  a  UFO-shaped  cherry  in  a
statistical  sundae—it  simply  adds  another
layer of intrigue and amusement to the mix.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

When  plotting  the  data  points  on  a
scatterplot (Fig. 1), we observed a clear and
visually compelling relationship between the
occurrence  of  UFO  sightings  and  the
frequency  of  the  name  Annabelle.  The
figure not only reinforces the strength of the
correlation but also symbolizes the cosmic
dance  of  statistical  serendipity  and
interstellar whimsy.

This finding raises the age-old question: Are
UFOs  simply  cosmic  jesters,  amusing
themselves  by  leaving  statistical
breadcrumbs for us earthlings to follow? It’s
like having an extraterrestrial  audience for
our  research,  with  a  standing  ovation  for
uncovering their intergalactic antics.

5. Discussion

Our  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Annabelle  and  UFO  sightings  in  North
Carolina  has  left  us  starry-eyed  and
pondering  the  cosmic  curiosities  that
intertwine statistical anomalies and celestial
jest.  The  substantial  correlation  coefficient

of 0.9708593, fortified by a p-value of less
than 0.01,  supports the notion of  a robust
statistical  association  between  the
prevalence  of  the  name  Annabelle  and
extraterrestrial activity in the skies of North
Carolina.  It's  as  if  the  data  points  aligned
like stars in the night sky, forming a cosmic
constellation of statistical significance.

The  findings  of  our  study  align  with  prior
research by Smith et al. (2015), who paved
the  way  for  our  investigation  into  the
celestial  connection  between  first  names
and  unconventional  phenomena.  Similarly,
Doe's work (2018) on statistical anomalies
sparked  our  curiosity,  leading  us  to  delve
into  the  cosmic  quirks  that  underpin  our
statistical  analysis.  The  intergalactic
synchronicities that we've unraveled in our
study stand as a testament  to the cosmic
harmony that intertwines earthly names and
celestial encounters.

The  exploration  of  this  cosmic  correlation
not  only  sheds  light  on  statistical  oddities
but also elicits a whimsical contemplation of
the celestial amusements that may underpin
the UFO sightings in North Carolina. It's like
the UFOs are engaging in a cosmic game of
hide-and-seek, with a penchant for seeking
out individuals named Annabelle amidst the
earthly expanse. One can't help but wonder
if  the  extraterrestrial  entities  have  a
fondness for puns, musing on the possibility
of  alien  jesters  orchestrating  statistical
anomalies for their interstellar amusement.

Our  results  not  only  quantitatively  support
the notion of a cosmic connection between
the moniker Annabelle and UFO sightings in
North  Carolina  but  also  beckon  further
investigation into the celestial enigma of the
Annabelle-UFO  nexus.  It's  a  story  that
intertwines  statistical  anomalies  with
intergalactic  humor,  painting  a  whimsical
portrait  of  earthly  names  and  celestial
visitors amidst the North Carolina skies. As
we  continue  to  unravel  the  multi-
dimensional mysteries of the universe, one
statistical oddity at a time, we can't help but

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



be captivated by the cosmic quirkiness that
dwells within our statistical analysis.

As we navigate through the cosmic tapestry
of  statistical  oddities  and  unearthly
encounters, we're reminded of a classic dad
joke: "Did you hear about the astronaut who
stepped on chewing gum? He got stuck in
orbit." In a similar vein, our study provides a
sticky  connection  between  the  name
Annabelle  and  UFO  sightings,  leaving  us
entwined  in  the  cosmic  web  of  statistical
oddities and celestial amusements.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
celestial  correlation  that  transcends  the
bounds  of  earthly  explanation—yielding  a
cosmic  connection  between  the  name
Annabelle  and  UFO  sightings  in  North
Carolina.  It's  like  discovering  a  statistical
galaxy where the stars of data align with the
enigmatic  dance  of  extraterrestrial
encounters,  creating  a  celestial  symphony
of  correlation  that  defies  conventional
scientific  prediction  and  perhaps  even
rational explanation.

Our findings not only add another dimension
to the universe of statistical peculiarities but
also beckon us to ponder if  aliens have a
penchant  for  puns—after  all,  who wouldn't
want an "unidentified pun object" to lighten
up the cosmic mood? It’s like the universe
itself is indulging in a bit of wordplay, leaving
us to  marvel  at  the  cosmic  humor behind
our rigorous statistical analyses.

As  we  reflect  on  the  robust  statistical
association,  we  can't  help  but  wonder  if
these UFOs are simply celestial enthusiasts
seeking out "An Alien Belle" or engaging in
a  cosmic  game  of  "name  tag"  with  a
celestial  twist.  It's  like  the  extraterrestrials
are  winking  at  us  from  light-years  away,
daring us to unravel  the cosmic punchline
hidden within our data.

With a correlation coefficient of 0.9708593,
an r-squared value of 0.9425679, and a p-
value of  less  than 0.01,  our  results  stand
like  a  cosmic  lighthouse,  guiding  curious
minds  through  the  celestial  murk  of
statistical enigma. It's as if the cosmos itself
conspired  to  infuse  our  research  with  a
celestial flair, leaving us to ponder if there's
a  statistical  algorithm  for  interpreting
intergalactic  humor  or  if  we've  stumbled
upon  a  UFO  comedy  club  in  the  North
Carolinian skies.

We firmly assert that no further research is
needed in this area, as we've touched the
cosmic stars of statistical discovery with this
study. After all, delving deeper might lead us
to uncover a statistical  black hole of  puns
and  intergalactic  whimsy  that  our  rational
minds may not be able to handle. As we bid
adieu to  the Annabelle-UFO nexus  with  a
cosmic  twinkle  in  our  eyes,  we leave this
celestial phenomenon to be celebrated as a
statistical  testament  to  the  cosmic
quirkiness  that  dwells  within  our  earthly
data.
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