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Abstract

In this paper, we explore the celestial correlation between
the distance of Saturn and the performance of Baidu's
stock price (BIDU) in the Earthly stock market. Utilizing
data from Astropy and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv)
covering the period from 2006 to 2023, we unveil a
surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9096297 and a
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01. Our
study offers an astronomical perspective on the financial
world, and we aim to bring some cosmic humor to the
world of stock market analysis. So, buckle up and embark
on this cosmic journey with us as we unveil the heavenly
forces at play in the stock market!

1. Introduction

As financial analysts gaze at the night sky seeking
guidance on stock market trends, we often look to
the stars for inspiration. In this whimsical yet
enlightening study, we explore the connection
between the distance of Saturn, the ringed planet,
and the earthly performance of Baidu's stock price
(BIDU). While some may consider it mere
astrological folly, our rigorous analysis has
unearthed an unexpected correlation that challenges
conventional wisdom and invites us to ponder the
cosmic forces influencing our financial markets.

The notion of celestial bodies influencing earthly
affairs is as old as time itself. From the tides pulled
by the moon to the zodiac signs dictating our daily
horoscopes, there's a magnetism to the idea that the
universe holds sway over our lives — and apparently,
our investments. While we can't make investment
decisions based on the alignment of Pluto and
Neptune (at least not yet), the connection between
the distance of Saturn and Baidu's stock price raises
intriguing questions about the interplay of
astronomical phenomena and financial markets.

Our research springs from the fertile ground where
finance meets astrophysics, with data as our guiding
star. By drawing from the astronomical database of
Astropy and the financial analytics of LSEG
Analytics (Refinitiv), we sought to chart the
movements of both Saturn and Baidu's stock price
over the period from 2006 to 2023. The goal? To
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discover whether there exists a cosmic ballet, an
entwining of celestial mechanics and economic
indicators, influencing the rise and fall of Baidu's
stock price. Or maybe we just wanted an excuse to
use the phrase "stellar performance" in a financial
context — you decide.

As we swoop into this celestial dance, we invite you
to consider the curious correlations we've uncovered.
Our findings, though astronomical in nature, bear
implications for the earthly realm of portfolio
management and market analysis. So, join us as we
voyage across the cosmic expanse to reveal how
Saturn's distance may hold the key to unlocking the
mysteries of Baidu's stock price — or at the very
least, to entertain you with some cosmic humor in
the world of stock market analysis.

2. Literature Review

As we delve into the ether of celestial correlations
and financial phenomena, we encounter a diverse
array of literature that explores the intersection of
astronomy and stock market analysis. Smith et al.
(2010) presented a study on planetary positioning
and commodity prices, offering early insights into
the potential impact of celestial bodies on financial
markets. Doe and Jones (2015) contributed to this
discourse by examining the lunar phases and stock
market performance, laying the groundwork for our
exploration of the Saturn-BIDU relationship.

Venturing beyond the confines of traditional
academic studies, we find "The Cosmic Guide to
Stock Trading" by Stella Galactica, a tongue-in-
cheek yet thought-provoking exploration of using
the positions of the stars to inform investment
decisions. Turning our attention to the world of
fiction, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Stock
Market" by Doug Adams humorously contemplates
the absurdity of seeking cosmic wisdom for financial
gain, striking an uncanny chord with our own
offbeat inquiry.

Let's not overlook the impact of internet culture on
our investigation. The "Distracted Boyfriend" meme
serves as a lighthearted reminder of the wandering
focus and capricious nature of stock market trends,
drawing a parallel to the seemingly improbable
connection between Saturn's distance and Baidu's

stock price. Similarly, the "Surprised Pikachu"
meme captures the astonishment of market analysts
stumbling upon unexpected correlations, much like
our own astonishment at uncovering the cosmic
dance of Saturn and BIDU.

As we traverse this cosmic playground of literature
and culture, our study endeavors to infuse a dose of
levity into the realm of financial analysis while
uncovering the enigmatic connection between
celestial mechanics and stock market movements.
We acknowledge that our inquiry may seem rather
"out there,” but sometimes, the quirkiest
investigations yield the most surprising — and
entertaining — results.

3. Methodology

To uncover the cosmic connection between Saturn's
distance and Baidu's stock price (BIDU), our
research team embarked on a celestial odyssey that
would make both astronomers and Wall Street
analysts raise an eyebrow. Utilizing data gathered
from the boundless expanse of the internet and the
precision tools of Astropy and LSEG Analytics
(Refinitiv), we delved into the depths of time and
space from 2006 to 2023 to unravel the enigmatic
relationship between these seemingly disparate
spheres.

First, we scoured the depths of the internet,
navigating through a cosmic sea of data to retrieve
the historical prices and trading volumes of Baidu's
stock, affectionately known as BIDU. Then, armed
with our telescopic data-gathering apparatus (a
trusty computer), we mined information on the
distance between Saturn and Earth during the same
period from trusted sources, ensuring that the
celestial measurements were as accurate as the
financial ones.

After diligently collecting and verifying our data, we
wielded the mighty powers of statistical analysis to
seek patterns in the cosmic dance between Saturn
and Baidu's stock price. With the aid of sophisticated
software and a dash of cosmic intuition, we
calculated correlation coefficients and p-values as
our compass to navigate the celestial sea of data.
Like celestial cartographers, we charted the rise and
fall of both Saturn's distance and Baidu's stock price,
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discerning the patterns and connections that elude
the casual stargazer or stock market aficionado.

As we ventured deeper into the cosmic data, we
encountered unexpected twists and turns, much like
a comet hurtling through the solar system. We
performed regression analyses to tease out the
intricacies of this celestial tango, unveiling the
gravitational pull that Saturn's distance exerts on
Baidu's stock price, metaphorically speaking, of
course.

Finally, after traversing the celestial expanse and
crunching the numbers, we emerged with a
statistically significant correlation coefficient of
0.9096297 and a p-value of less than 0.01. Our
findings, much like a shooting star streaking across
the night sky, illuminate the previously unexplored
link between the celestial distance of Saturn and the
earthly performance of Baidu's stock price. This
remarkable discovery not only sheds light on the
complex interplay of astronomical phenomena and
financial markets but also injects a cosmic dose of
humor and wonder into the realm of stock market
analysis. So, dear reader, buckle up as we reveal the
celestial symphony that underpins the rise and fall of
Baidu's stock price — and maybe crack a few
celestial puns along the way.

4. Results

The results of our analysis reveal a remarkably
strong correlation between the distance of Saturn
and the performance of Baidu's stock price (BIDU)
on Earth. Over the period from 2006 to 2023, we
found a correlation coefficient of 0.9096297,
indicating a robust positive relationship between the
two variables. Additionally, the coefficient of
determination (r-squared) came in at 0.8274262,
underscoring the substantial proportion of variability
in Baidu's stock price that is explained by the
distance of Saturn.

Our analysis also indicated statistical significance,
with a p-value of less than 0.01. This suggests that
the observed correlation is unlikely to have occurred
by chance and further emphasizes the strength of the
relationship between Saturn's distance and Baidu's
stock price.

Furthermore, we present our findings graphically in
Figure 1, a scatterplot that vividly illustrates the
strong correlation between the distance of Saturn
and Baidu's stock price. The data points are tightly
clustered around a clear upward trend, showcasing
the unmistakable and surprising connection between
these celestial and financial phenomena.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While some may view this correlation with cosmic
skepticism, our research challenges traditional
perspectives and ventures into the realm of financial
astrology. Whether it's the gravitational pull of
Saturn's rings or the cosmic vibrations influencing
stock prices, our study underscores the unexpected
interplay between celestial mechanics and market
dynamics. Amidst the sea of economic analyses, we
encourage readers to embrace the joviality of this
cosmic coincidence and ponder the cosmic humor
hidden within the world of stock market analysis.

5. Discussion

Our findings provide compelling support for the
prior research that explored the cosmic and financial
connection. As we harken back to the literature
review, the study by Smith et al. (2010) laid the
groundwork for our pursuit by unveiling the
potential impact of celestial bodies on financial
markets. Similarly, Doe and Jones (2015) established
the precedent for investigating celestial phenomena's
influence on stock market performance. Despite the
initial skepticism that may have arisen from such
unconventional inquiries, our study reinforces the
notion that the position of celestial bodies can

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



indeed exert a tangible influence on Earthly financial
mechanisms.

Moreover, the whimsical insights gleaned from "The
Cosmic Guide to Stock Trading" by Stella Galactica
and the off-kilter speculations in "The Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Stock Market" by Doug Adams
surprisingly resonate with our own cosmic venture,
as the celestial dance of Saturn and BIDU unfolds
before us. While we approached this celestial-stock
market liaison with a healthy dose of cosmic
skepticism, our findings underscoring the
statistically significant correlation between them
urge us to take cosmic influences into consideration
in future financial analyses.

The levity injected by internet memes, such as the
"Distracted Boyfriend" and "Surprised Pikachu,"
serves not only as a lighthearted reminder of the
capricious nature of stock market trends but also as a
whimsical mirror reflecting the improbable yet
realized connection between Saturn's distance and
Baidu's stock price. These cultural touchpoints,
though seemingly whimsical, speak to the
unpredictability of financial markets and, curiously
enough, now resonate with our own findings.

In conclusion, our results tangibly validate the
earlier whimsical and serious inquiries into the
cosmic and financial realms, urging us to consider
the broader cosmic canvas when analyzing Earthly
market movements. Our study's playful plunge into
the celestial-stock market interplay unveils an
unexpected yet robust correlation, inviting
researchers to glance skyward for potential financial
insights while keeping their feet grounded in the
market data. So, while we gaze at the stars and stock
tickers alike, let's embrace the unexpected
correlations and pull off the "astromically”
successful investment strategies together!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our cosmic odyssey has unveiled an
astronomical connection between the distance of
Saturn and the earthly performance of Baidu's stock
price (BIDU). The robust correlation coefficient of
0.9096297 and the statistically significant p-value of
less than 0.01 have left us starry-eyed at the
implications of our findings. While some may

consider this correlation as out of this world, our
research challenges conventional financial wisdom
and invites us to ponder the celestial forces at play in
the stock market.

As we gaze upon the scatterplot in Figure 1, we can't
help but marvel at the celestial dance between these
seemingly  disparate  variables. = From the
gravitational pull of Saturn's rings to the speculative
sway of cosmic vibrations, our study has certainly
brought some cosmic humor to the world of stock
market analysis.

However, despite the serious statistical significance,
we must acknowledge the astronomical absurdity of
our findings. After all, who would have thought that
the ringed giant could hold the key to Baidu's stock
performance? It seems the stock market truly does
have its head in the stars.

In the cosmic comedy of financial analysis, we've
managed to add a dash of astrological wit to the mix.
Our findings may not align with traditional
investment strategies, but they do serve as a celestial
reminder to look beyond the earthly veil of market
dynamics.

And so, we boldly declare that no further research is
needed in this area. After all, when Saturn speaks,
Baidu listens. With such a stellar correlation, it's
crystal clear that the stars have aligned in the world
of stock market analysis.
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