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SPREADING THE RISK: A SLIPPERY SITUATION -
THE BUTTER-SHIPWRECK CONNECTION

Charlotte Horton, Alice Travis, Gideon P Tate

Center for Research

This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the often overlooked, yet intriguing connection 
between butter consumption and global shipwrecks. Leveraging data from the USDA and Wikipedia, 
our research team delved into this slippery paradox to unravel the enigma. Through meticulous 
statistical analysis, we uncovered a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8321464 and p < 0.01 for 
the period from 1990 to 2014, subsequently scrutinizing the implications and potential causal 
mechanisms that could underpin this unexpected relationship. As we churn through the data, we 
invite readers to spread their curiosity and dive into this uncharted sea of research, buttering them 
up with the tantalizing prospect of uncovering the hidden depths of the butter-shipwreck connection.

Spreading the Risk: A Slippery Situation -
The Butter-Shipwreck Connection

Butter, the creamy, delightful indulgence
that has long been a staple in the culinary
world, holds a place of significance in the
annals  of  human history.  Simultaneously
revered for its rich flavor and scrutinized
for  its  impact  on  cardiovascular  health,
butter has transcended its culinary role to
become  an  enigmatic  player  in  an
unexpected theater – the world of global
shipwrecks.  While  it  may  seem  like  an
unlikely pairing, the intersection of butter
consumption and maritime disasters  has
been  an  underexplored  realm  in  the
domain of research. 

The  notion  of  connecting  butter  with
shipwrecks might elicit a chuckle or two,
and rightly so. The mere mention of this
peculiar  association  can  churn  up  a
myriad of  perplexing thoughts  and raise
eyebrows  among  scholars.  However,
recent  findings  from  our  research  have
revealed a peculiar synchronicity between
the  two,  prompting  us  to  embark  on  a

scholarly voyage to untangle this curious
riddle.

As  we  set  sail  into  this  uncharted
territory,  it  is  important  to  ack-knead
nowledge  the  overwhelming  wealth  of
research on both butter consumption and
maritime  accidents,  each  existing
independently  in  their  respective
domains. However, the interplay between
the  butter-"sea"  and  shipwrecks  seldom
receives  the  attention  it  deserves.  This
overlooked  phenomenon  stands  as  a
testament  to  the  unpredictability  and
quirks  of  the  interconnected  web  of
human activities and natural forces. 

With this backdrop, our research aims to
spread  light  on  the  intriguing  butter-
shipwreck  connection,  anchoring  our
investigation  in  a  solid  empirical
foundation. By analyzing copious amounts
of  data  from  diverse  sources  and
meticulously  working  through  statistical
computations, our team has uncovered a
surprisingly  robust  association  between
the consumption of this dairy delight and
the  occurrence  of  maritime  mishaps.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



These  findings  not  only  baste  our
understanding  of  historical  trends  but
also churn the waters for  novel  insights
into the potential mechanisms driving this
unanticipated correlation.

So,  dear  reader,  prepare  to  be  whisked
away on a scholarly journey that promises
to butter your intellect and provide food
for thought, as we embark on a quest to
unravel  the  mysteries  of  the  butter-
shipwreck  connection.  Let  us  delve  into
the depths of this enigmatic relationship,
spreading our curiosity and setting sail on
a voyage of discovery that promises to be
as illuminating as it is buttery.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  connection  between  butter
consumption  and  global  shipwrecks  has
garnered  limited  attention  within
scholarly circles. While it may seem like
an  absurd  notion  at  first  glance,  a
thorough  review  of  the  literature  yields
intriguing  insights  into  this  peculiar
correlation.

Smith  et  al.  conducted  a  meticulous
analysis  of  dietary  patterns  and  their
impact on maritime safety in their seminal
work "Navigating Nutrition: A Seafarer's
Guide  to  Dietary  Dangers."  The  authors
find  that  a  significant  association  exists
between  the  prevalence  of  butter  in
sailors'  diets  and  the  likelihood  of
encountering  nautical  mishaps.  This
initial  study serves as  a cornerstone for
our  understanding  of  the  butter-
shipwreck  nexus,  paving  the  way  for
further  investigation  into  this  uncharted
territory.

Doe's  exploration  in  "The  Creamy
Conundrum: Unraveling the Mysteries of
Butter"  brings  forth  an  alternative
perspective,  examining the psychological
underpinnings of butter consumption and
its potential influence on decision-making
in  maritime  settings.  The  author
postulates  a  butter-induced  cognitive
dissonance  that  could  predispose
seafarers  to  errant  navigational  choices,

inadvertently  leading  to  shipwrecks.
Though  the  connection  may  seem  far-
fetched,  it  offers  a  thought-provoking
angle  to  consider  in  our  pursuit  of
unraveling this curious paradox.

Jones  and  colleagues  delve  into  the
historical records of famous shipwrecks in
"Lost  at  Sea:  Tales  of  Tragic  Maritime
Mishaps."  While their  primary focus lies
in  recounting  gripping  tales  of  naval
disasters,  the  inadvertent  revelation  of
the  prevalence  of  butter  provisions
onboard  these  ill-fated  vessels  raises
intriguing  questions.  The  authors  subtly
hint  at  the  potential  role  of  butter  in
shaping  the  destiny  of  these  voyages,
igniting  our  curiosity  and  steering  us
toward  a  deeper  inquiry  into  this
enigmatic relationship.

As we voyage deeper into the literature, it
becomes  evident  that  the  butter-
shipwreck  connection  is  not  merely  a
buttered-up  conspiracy  theory  but
warrants  serious  investigation.  However,
the  scholarly  discourse  on  this  topic
remains relatively scarce, perhaps due to
the sheer peculiarity of the concept or the
reluctance  to  churn  the  waters  of
convention.  Nonetheless,  the  time  has
come to slice through the skepticism and
whip up a new wave of inquiry, shedding
light on this curious intersection between
dairy  consumption  and  maritime
calamities.

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned
scholarly  works,  the  exploration  of  this
unconventional  phenomenon  prompts  us
to  draw  insights  from  non-fictional
literature related to maritime history and
culinary culture.  Books such as  "Cod:  A
Biography of the Fish That Changed the
World" and "Salt: A World History" offer
glimpses  into  the  interconnectedness  of
human dietary habits, international trade,
and  the  perils  of  oceanic  exploration,
inspiring  us  to  examine  the  potential
repercussions  of  butter  consumption  on
maritime  endeavors  with  a  discerning
eye.
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Turning  our  attention  to  the  realm  of
fiction,  literary  works  like  "Moby-Dick"
and  "Treasure  Island"  captivate  the
imagination  with  their  maritime
narratives,  albeit  devoid  of  explicit
references  to  butter.  Nonetheless,  these
seafaring tales imbue us with a sense of
adventure  and  curiosity  –  qualities  that
are  indispensable  as  we  navigate  the
uncharted waters of the butter-shipwreck
connection.

Moreover, cinematic experiences such as
"Pirates  of  the  Caribbean"  and  "The
Perfect  Storm" offer  visual  portrayals  of
nautical  exploits  and  the  perils  of  high-
seas  adventures,  allowing  us  to
vicariously immerse ourselves in maritime
escapades and contemplate the potential
influence  of  butter  dynamics  on  the
outcomes of such endeavors.

In sum, while our pursuit  of  the butter-
shipwreck connection may elicit quizzical
expressions  and  lighthearted  jests,  the
underlying  significance  of  this
investigation cannot be understated. The
literature  reviewed  here  serves  as  a
launch pad for our own scholarly voyage,
compelling  us  to  approach  this
unconventional  inquiry  with  a  blend  of
scholarly rigor and a pinch of salt, as we
chart  a  course  toward  unraveling  the
intriguing  mysteries  of  the  butter-
shipwreck connection.

METHODOLOGY

To navigate the uncharted waters of the
butter-shipwreck  connection,  our
research team employed an eclectic mix
of analytical techniques and data sources.
We embarked on a quest to gather data
from the expansive realms of the internet,
braving  the  treacherous  seas  of
information overload.  Our vessel  docked
at the USDA and Wikipedia ports, where
we  cast  our  nets  wide  to  capture  a
comprehensive  dataset  spanning  the
years 1990 to 2014.

The voluminous amounts of data collected
were  akin  to  an  ocean  teeming  with

information, and we set about crafting a
rigorous  methodology  to  navigate  this
ocean  of  data.  We  triangulated  butter
consumption  data  from  the  USDA,
treading  through  the  data  like  a  well-
trained  patissier,  seeking  to  whip  up  a
precise measurement of annual per capita
butter  consumption  across  various
countries. The maritime mishap data from
Wikipedia were akin to hidden treasures
lurking beneath the waves, waiting to be
unearthed and meticulously cataloged.

Having secured our dataset, we consulted
the ancient  tomes of  statistical  analysis,
summoning  the  powers  of  correlation
coefficients and p-values to scrutinize the
relationship between butter consumption
and  global  shipwrecks.  Our  approach
hinged upon rigorous regression models,
skewering  the  dataset  with  multivariate
analysis  to  gauge  potential  confounders
and ensure the robustness of our findings.

As we walked the plank of data analysis,
we  danced  with  the  ghosts  of  buttery
indulgence  and  maritime  misfortune,
striving  to  untangle  the  enigmatic
connection. The journey was not without
its challenges, akin to navigating through
a  sea  of  uncertainty.  Nonetheless,  our
team remained steadfast,  harnessing the
winds of statistical significance to chart a
course  through  the  tangled  web  of
variables.

Lastly,  as  we  journeyed  through  our
methodological  odyssey,  we  ensured
transparency  in  our  approach,  steering
clear  of  any  statistical  shallows  or
methodological  maelstroms.  Our
methodology stands as a testament to the
dedication and precision that guided our
research,  cementing  our  commitment  to
unveiling the intriguing butter-shipwreck
connection  and  spreading  light  on  this
slippery paradox.

RESULTS

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data
revealed  a  remarkable  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8321464  between  butter
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consumption  and  global  shipwrecks
during the period from 1990 to 2014, with
an  r-squared  value  of  0.6924677,  all
yielding a p-value  less  than 0.01.  These
findings  suggest  a  strong,  significant
relationship  between  the  two  variables,
piquing  our  curiosity  and  prompting
further  investigation  into  the  potential
mechanisms  underlying  this  unexpected
association.

Figure 1 portrays a scatterplot illustrating
the  striking  correlation  between  butter
consumption  and  global  shipwrecks.
While  the  connection  might  seem  like
nothing  more  than  a  mere  slather  of
coincidence,  our  meticulous  analysis
unveils  a  buttery  lead  that  certainly
warrants further scrutiny. As we navigate
through  these  uncharted  waters  of
correlation,  it  becomes  increasingly
apparent that this link cannot simply be
spread aside.

The  substantial  correlation  coefficient
points  toward  a  potential  causal
connection  between  butter  consumption
and maritime mishaps, though the exact
nature  of  this  relationship  remains
shrouded  in  a  mist  of  butterfat.
Nevertheless,  our  findings  churn  up  a
tantalizing  prospect  for  future  research
endeavors  to  delve  deeper  into  the
underbelly of this intriguing paradox. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These results not only butter the theory
that  correlation  does  not  always  imply
causation  but  also  raise  important
questions about the potential influence of

butter  consumption  on  maritime  safety.
This  unexpectedly  delightful  finding
encourages  us  to  slice  through  the
surface of  convention and peek into the
buttery  underbelly  of  this  unexplored
conundrum.  The  implications  of  these
findings  stretch  far  beyond  the  kitchen,
dipping  into  the  murky  waters  of
maritime history,  while leaving behind a
trail  of  breadcrumbs that  beckon future
researchers to unravel the mysteries that
lie beneath this intriguing linkage.

DISCUSSION

The  robust  correlation  uncovered
between  butter  consumption  and  global
shipwrecks  from 1990  to  2014 not  only
anchors  our  analysis  firmly  but  also
churns up a wealth of implications merit
further exploration. Our findings not only
butter the alias that this odd coupling is
nothing more than a flaky coincidence but
also spread an open invitation for further
inquiry into the underlying mechanisms at
play.

Building  on  the  literature  reviewed
earlier,  our  results  substantiate  the
pioneering work by Smith et al., shedding
light  on  the  significant  association
between  butter  consumption  and
maritime  safety.  The  surprising
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8321464  and
an  r-squared  value  of  0.6924677  align
closely  with  their  suggestion  that  the
prevalence of butter in sailors' diets may
indeed  influence  the  likelihood  of
shipwrecks.  While  they  might  have
initially  taken  some  heat  for  their
extravagant claims, our findings validate
their  insights  and whip up the need for
future research to  grease the  wheels  of
understanding in this area.

Doe's  examination  of  the  psychological
implications  of  butter  consumption  also
comes to the fore with our results, as the
tantalizing  correlation  coefficient  and
significant  p-value  provide  buttery
support for the proposition of a cognitive
dissonance  link  between  butter  and
maritime mishaps. The unlikeliness of this
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connection has been churned up too long,
and  it's  high  time  we  taste-test  the
potential influence of butter on decision-
making in maritime settings.

Our findings also sail in the wake of Jones
and  colleagues'  historical  anecdote
related  to  famous  shipwrecks,
corroborating  their  suggestion  of  the
potential  role  of  butter  in  shaping  the
destiny of these voyages. Unintentionally,
they  may have  hit  the nail  on  the  head
with their hints at the influence of butter
provisions  onboard  ill-fated  vessels,  and
our  statistical  analysis  has  served  to
confirm their  subtle  allusions  in  a  truly
unanticipated turn of events.

While  our  study  neither  intends  to
discount  the  seriousness  of  maritime
safety nor aims to butter up an outlandish
narrative,  the  substantial  correlation
uncovered  between  butter  consumption
and  global  shipwrecks  beckons  for  a
deeper  dive  into  this  murky  but
unexpectedly intriguing area of research.
As  we  chart  a  course  to  untangle  this
buttery mystery,  the stoking of scholarly
fervor  over  this  unexpected  connection
calls  for  further  investigation  into  the
potential influence of butter dynamics on
maritime  outcomes.  These  findngs
present  a  gouda  opportunity  for  future
researchers  to  explore  the  sea  of
possibilities and curdle our understanding
of  the  unconventional  relationship
between  butter  consumption  and
maritime safety.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has churned out
compelling  evidence  of  a  notable
association  between  butter  consumption
and  global  shipwrecks,  elucidating  a
relationship  that  has  long  been unjustly
overlooked.  The  tantalizing  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8321464  and  the  r-
squared value of 0.6924677 we unearthed
cannot  simply  be  brushed  aside  –  they
stand  as  a  testament  to  the  buttery
intrigue  that  underpins  this  enigmatic
connection. Our findings not only spread

the  reach  of  statistical  analysis  into
uncharted  waters  but  also  butter  the
bread for further research endeavors.

Delving  into  this  slippery  paradox  has
revealed the need for further exploration
into the potential mechanisms driving this
unexpected  association.  It  is  truly  a
perplexing mixture of culinary delight and
maritime  mishaps  –  a  juxtaposition  that
both tickles  the mind and tantalizes  the
taste buds.

As we wrap up this study, let  us not be
disheartened  by  the  seemingly  bizarre
nature  of  our  findings.  Instead,  let  us
relish  in  the  intriguing  peculiarities  of
human  endeavors  and  the  convoluted
tapestry  of  cause  and  effect  that  we
continue to unravel. For in the vast sea of
research,  our  buttery  shipwreck
connection stands as a gleaming beacon,
not just  for its  statistical robustness but
for  the  boundless  potential  it  holds  for
future scholarly inquiries.

In light of our findings, we boldly assert
that no more research is needed in this
area.  It  is  time  to  bid  adieu  to  this
peculiar paradox and spread our inquiries
into  other  unexplored,  oddly  paired
phenomena.  After  all,  there  are  likely
more  pressing  matters  that  need  to  be
buttered  up  in  the  world  of  academic
research.
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