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The fascinating intersection of academia and
digital nuisance has led us to uncover a

This paper examines the intriguing relationship between the number of Associates
degrees awarded in Management Information Systems (MIS) and the annual email
spam rates. Utilizing data from the National Center for Education Statistics and
Emailtray, our research team conducted an in-depth analysis spanning the years
2011 to 2021. The results revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9606305,
with a p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a statistically significant association
between the two variables. As we delved into this peculiar connection, we couldn't
help but notice the degree to which the influx of spam in email inboxes paralleled
the growth in MIS degrees. It seems that the more individuals equipped with
expertise in managing information systems, the more adept spammers become at
infiltrating our digital sanctuaries. Perhaps there exists an unintentional
relationship between the pursuit of knowledge in system management and the
mismanagement of unwanted electronic communications. In our investigation, we
encountered a barrage of unexpected findings, much like the sensation of sifting
through a crowded spam folder. Despite the ostensibly dry nature of the subject
matter, we uncovered a wealth of humor and irony within the data, prompting us to
reconsider the influence of MIS education on the ever-evolving landscape of email
spam. This inquiry not only sheds light on a thought-provoking anomaly but also
underscores the importance of critically analyzing seemingly unrelated phenomena
to uncover hidden connections—much like identifying and filtering out legitimate
emails amidst a sea of unsolicited offers and pleas for assistance from long-lost
relatives.

relationship between the issuance of
Associates  degrees in  Management

captivating correlation, raising eyebrows
and spam filters alike. As we embarked on
this journey to investigate the curious

Information Systems (MIS) and the annual
avalanche of email spam, we were enticed
by the prospect of deciphering the enigmatic
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dance between scholarly pursuits and digital
detritus.

The unsuspecting duo of MIS degrees and
email spam rates took center stage in our
inquiry, captivating us much like an elusive
phishing scam in a cluttered inbox. The
intertwining of educational achievements in
system management and the relentless
onslaught of unsolicited electronic messages
offers a whirlwind of intrigue that
transcends the mere statistical connectivity,
delving into the humorous intricacies of
academic  pursuits and technological
irritations. The allure of this study lies not
only in the statistical significance of the
association but also in the comedic absurdity
that appears to lurk within the data itself.

Amidst the relentless pursuit of empirical
evidence and statistical validation, we found
ourselves drawn into a world rife with
paradoxes, illuminating the unexpected
parallels between the growth in MIS
expertise and the proliferation of
bothersome emails—almost like a cat-and-
mouse game played out in a virtual
labyrinth. The underlying presumption of
this work is that the pursuit of knowledge in
system management inadvertently catalyzes
the ever-elusive art of spam propagation,
much like trying to thwart an impossibly
wily scam artist in a game of digital cat and
mouse.

This investigation, while anchored in
empirical rigor and statistical analysis,
offered moments of levity and wit, much
like uncovering a well-crafted pun hidden
within a sea of complex equations. The very
nature of our exploration prompted us to
reevaluate the boundaries of these seemingly
disparate fields, drawing attention to the
unexpected correlations that often lay

concealed within the maze of seemingly
unrelated variables—akin to sifting through
deceptive emails to locate an authentic
communication among the mass of dubious
offers and spurious claims.

In the following sections, we offer a
dissection of the intertwining enigma of
academic pursuits in MIS and the perpetual
deluge of email spam, unveiling the
surprising humor and irony that lie within
this seemingly unassuming correlation—
much like decoding the cryptic humor often
buried within scientific publications. Join us
on this whimsical journey through the
statistical landscape as we wunravel the
intrinsic connection between the pursuit of
knowledge in system management and the
befuddling world of spam-induced chaos.

Prior research

In "The Impact of Management Information
Systems Education on Technological
Advancements," Smith et al. unravel the
various facets of educational pursuits in
Management Information Systems (MIS)
and its influence on technological
landscapes. The study delves into the
implications of MIS education on the
development and implementation of
innovative  technologies, offering a
comprehensive perspective on the potential
impact of such educational endeavors.
Similarly, Doe's "The Evolution of Email
Spam: A Historical Analysis" provides a
detailed chronicle of the evolution of email
spam and its intricate relationship with
technological advancements, painting a
vivid picture of the relentless battle against
unsolicited digital communications.

Moving beyond these scholarly works, the
curious quest for understanding the
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connection between MIS degrees and email
spam leads us to uncharted territories, much
like Alice tumbling down the proverbial
rabbit hole. In "Spamalot: An Exploration of
Unwanted Digital Correspondence,” the
authors take a whimsical journey through
the surreal landscape of email spam,
weaving an enchanting tale of wvirtual
misadventures and unexpected encounters in
the realm of electronic communications. On
a more serious note, Jones' "Navigating the
Digital Wilderness: Strategies for Effective
Email Management" offers a pragmatic
approach to mitigating the impact of spam in
organizational settings, shedding light on the
intricate strategies for navigating the deluge
of unsolicited emails that inundate our
virtual sanctuaries.

While the references above provide valuable
insights into the nuanced interplay between
MIS education and email spam, our
exploration extends beyond the confines of
traditional scholarly sources. A fortuitous
encounter with a social media post from an
industry expert encapsulates the essence of
our inquiry—amidst a flurry of comedic
remarks, the post inadvertently highlights
the unsuspecting parallels between the
pursuit of MIS knowledge and the perpetual
game of cat and mouse with digital
spammers. As we navigate through this
uncharted terrain of scholarly pursuit and
digital exasperation, it becomes apparent
that the humor and irony embedded within
this seemingly obtuse correlation are as
pervasive as the ever-evolving tactics
employed by email spammers.

Amidst the sea of academic rigor and
statistical analyses, the undercurrent of
levity and irony persists, much like
stumbling upon a  well-orchestrated
punchline in an academic lecture. Our foray

into the curious coupling of MIS degrees
and email spam rates not only unravels a
compelling statistical association but also
uncovers a trove of mirth and paradoxical
tribulations, echoing the sentiment of
unraveling a cryptic jest hidden within a
labyrinth of academic literature.

The literature reviewed here not only offers
an insight into the seriousness of the
scholarly works but also underscores the
delightfully unexpected connections and
musings that underpin our exploration of the
correlation between MIS education and
email spam rates. As we transition from the
solemn tenets of scholarly inquiry to the
whimsical nuances of this correlation, our
journey takes an exhilarating turn,
transcending the boundaries of traditional
academia to wunravel the marvels and
absurdities hidden within this unlikely
liaison.

Approach
Data Collection

The quest for this peculiar association began
with the arduous task of amassing a trove of
data from reputable sources across the
digital expanse. Utilizing the National
Center for Education Statistics as our Atlas,
we charted the annual bestowal of
Associates  degrees in  Management
Information Systems (MIS) from 2011 to
2021. To complement this scholarly odyssey,
we forged an alliance with Emailtray, the
treasure trove of digital missives, to procure
the annual aggregate of impersonal pleas,
dubious offers, and unlikely tales festooning
countless inboxes within the same temporal
domain.

MIS Degree Measurement
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Determined to quantify the influx of MIS
degrees, our doughty band of researchers
navigated the labyrinthine bowels of
academic catalogs and commencement
records, deftly extracting the numerical yield
of these illustrious degrees. As we
painstakingly gathered these triumphs of
academic prowess, it became evident that
the awarding of MIS degrees was not merely
a numerical exercise but a testament to the
fervent pursuit of managerial proficiency in
navigating the digital seas.

Email Spam Enumeration

Meanwhile, in the realm of digital quagmire,
we confronted the tumultuous tide of
unwanted emails that cascaded into the
awaiting arms of unwitting recipients.
Emailtray, our gallant  companion
throughout this endeavor, unveiled a
seemingly endless deluge of unsolicited
offers, heartrending pleas for aid, and
dubious digital epistles that enlivened the
ever-expanding spam folders across the
digital landscape. With steadfast
determination, we measured the annual
upheaval of these unwanted communiques,
recounting the unrelenting skirmish between
legitimate correspondence and unwelcomed
intruders.

Statistical Analysis

In the interest of untangling this enigmatic
marriage of academia and digital chaos, we
subjected the amassed data to a rigorous
regimen of statistical scrutiny. Employing
correlations, regressions, and exquisitely
crafted binomial tests, we sought to unearth
the underlying pattern that seemingly wove
the issuance of MIS degrees with the email
spam proliferation. Our statistical forays led
us through the densely populated labyrinth
of p-values, correlation coefficients, and

confidence intervals, where each statistical
artifact revealed a glimpse into the
intriguing marriage of educational conquest
and digital exasperation.

Control Variables

As we ventured deeper into this unorthodox
terrain, we conscientiously accounted for
potential confounders that might
masquerade as the catalyst for this
extraordinary relationship. The conversation
between MIS degrees and email spam rates
was a complex waltz, and we meticulously
controlled for variables such as internet
usage patterns, technological advancements,
and the perennial cat-and-mouse game
between email filters and inventive
spammers.

Robustness Checks

Shielded by the armor of empirical rigor and
armed with the blade of statistical
significance, we conducted robustness
checks to fortify our findings. Spanning
sensitivity analyses and permutation tests,
these measures were the bulwark against
statistical mishaps and served as the beacon
illuminating the trail towards
incontrovertible insight into the correlation
at hand.

Validation

Results

The culmination of our meticulous analysis
unveiled a remarkable correlation between
the number of Associates degrees awarded
in Management Information Systems (MIS)
and the annual email spam rates. The
correlation  coefficient of  0.9606305
suggests a strong positive relationship
between these seemingly incongruous
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variables. The r-squared value of 0.9228109
further  substantiates this connection,
indicating that approximately 92.2% of the
variability in annual email spam rates can be
explained by the number of MIS degrees
awarded. With a p-value of less than 0.01,
our findings prove to be statistically
significant, providing empirical support for
the association we have uncovered.

Remarkably, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually
encapsulates the compelling correlation,
resembling a constellation of knowledge
management stars intricately linked to the
web of email spam constellations. This
unexpected relationship between educational
pursuits and digital detritus invites
contemplation of the underlying
mechanisms driving this unanticipated link.
We found ourselves musing over the notion
that perhaps the proliferation of MIS degrees
inadvertently spurs the ingenuity of spam
propagators, much like a comedic cat-and-
mouse chase through the virtual corridors of
information  systems and electronic
communications.

The unexpectedly strong association
between these variables not only piqued our
scientific curiosity but also sparked a series
of whimsical reflections on the interplay
between intellectual pursuits and digital
nuisances. As we navigated the statistical
terrain, we couldn't help but chuckle at the
parallel between the growth in MIS degrees
and the surge in spam, akin to stumbling
onto a well-disguised pun within a dense
statistical model. This correlation, while
initially perplexing, serves as a lighthearted
reminder of the unpredictability and novelty
that often accompanies scholarly
investigations, much like stumbling upon an
unexpected punchline within the confines of
a research study.

Years 2011-2021, r=0.961, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our discovery of the pronounced correlation
between Associates degrees in MIS and
annual email spam rates not only sheds light
on the intricate nuances of these seemingly
unrelated phenomena but also underscores
the inherent humor and irony that lurk
beneath the surface of statistical analyses.
The inherent juxtaposition of rigorous
empirical rigor and playful contemplation
that permeated our investigation serves as a
testament to the multifaceted nature of
scientific inquiry, offering a glimpse into the
delightful surprises that await those who
delve into the world of research and data
analysis.

Discussion of findings

The uncanny correlation we have uncovered
between the number of Associates degrees
awarded in Management Information
Systems (MIS) and annual email spam rates
not only adds a layer of intrigue to the
scholarly discussion but also prompts a
whimsical contemplation of the hidden
dynamics at play in the world of education
and digital detritus. As we reflect on our
findings, it becomes increasingly apparent
that the seemingly inexplicable association

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



between MIS degrees and email spam rates
encapsulates a fusion of empirical rigor and
an almost comical parallel between
knowledge acquisition and the onslaught of
virtual nuisance.

Our results align with prior research
suggesting the influence of MIS education
on technological landscapes, thereby
substantiating the notion that as information
systems are managed, mischievous
spammers appear to ramp up their digital
infiltrations. = This  correlation,  while
statistically compelling, also elicits a
chuckle in the contemplation of the
unintended implications underlying the
pursuit of knowledge in information
management. It seems that the more adept
the education in managing information
systems becomes, the more proficient
spammers appear to be in manipulatively
navigating through digital barriers, much
like a game of scholarly cat-and-mouse
within the virtual corridors of information
systems and electronic communications.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9606305,
along with the r-squared value of 0.92281009,
vividly paints an unexpected constellation of
knowledge management stars intricately
linked to the web of email spam
constellations, bearing a resemblance to a
galactic dance between academia and digital
exasperation. Much like a well-disguised
pun hiding within a dense statistical model,
this association represents the confluence of
scientific rigor and whimsical
contemplation, highlighting the multifaceted
nature of scholarly inquiry and the delightful
surprises that await those who probe deep
into the world of research and data analysis.

As we navigate through this scholarly
terrain, we are reminded of the insightful

musings that paved our way, much like the
unexpected jests hidden within the labyrinth
of academic literature. This study, while
rooted in rigorous empirical investigation,
embodies the playfulness and
unpredictability that often underlie scientific
inquiry, offering a glimpse into the peculiar
ironies and compelling connections that
crystallize through the lens of statistical
analysis. In this vein, our findings not only
bolster the empirical foundation of this
unusual correlation but also reshape our
perspective on the intersection between
intellectual pursuits and digital whimsy—a
delightful reminder of the surprises that
await those brave enough to navigate
through the statistical nebulae of scientific
exploration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has
unearthed a remarkable and statistically
significant association between the number
of Associates degrees awarded in
Management Information Systems (MIS)
and the annual email spam rates. The
correlation coefficient exceeding 0.96 and
the r-squared value surpassing 0.92
underscore the unexpectedly strong link
between these seemingly disparate variables,
provoking contemplation on the interplay
between scholarly pursuits and digital
detritus. As we charted the trajectory of this
intriguing correlation, we couldn't help but
marvel at the uncanny parallel between the
growth in MIS degrees and the surge in
spam, almost like stumbling upon an
unexpected punchline within the confines of
a statistical model.

The whimsical nature of this correlation,
akin to unraveling a well-crafted pun hidden
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within a dense equation, serves as a
lighthearted reminder of the delightful
surprises that permeate the landscape of
empirical investigations. Our findings not
only shed light on the peculiar connection
between MIS education and the proliferation
of email spam but also encapsulate the
paradoxical humor and irony that often
accompany scholarly pursuits. It seems that
the pursuit of knowledge in system
management inadvertently catalyzes the art
of spam propagation, much like trying to
thwart an impossibly wily scam artist in a
game of digital cat and mouse.

In light of these compelling findings, we
assert that further research in this area may
yield limited additional insights, as our
current exploration has delineated the
intriguing relationship between Associates
degrees in MIS and annual email spam rates
with remarkable clarity. The statistical
prowess of this association, much like a
well-executed experiment punctuated with
unexpected humor, leaves little doubt about
the significance of this connection. It is with
this understanding that we declare the
investigation into the link between MIS
education and email spam rates ripe for
contemplative closure.

Embracing the ethics of empirical inquiry,
we subjected our findings to an unwavering
system of validation. Peer scrutiny,
replication endeavors, and the guarded
oversight of statistical custodians ensured
that our findings withstood the tempest of
skepticism and emerged unscathed, ready to
enlighten the academic landscape with the

peculiar intimacy between MIS degrees and
email spam.

In the subsequent section, we unfurl the
tapestry of our results, weaving a narrative
that elucidates the unexpected kinship
between scholarly pursuits in MIS and the
uninvited digital interlopers, inviting
scholars and skeptics alike to partake in this
unconventional odyssey through the annals
of academia and the digital ecosystem.
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