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Abstract

In this study, we dive into the curious world of internet searches and professional healthcare trends. Our 
research team, armed with data from Google Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, set out to unravel
the mystery behind the correlation, if any, between Google users' inquiries about Texas annexation and 
the abundance of phlebotomists in the state of Georgia. While one may initially view this connection as 
unlikely as a cat walking on a tightrope, our findings unveiled a surprising correlation coefficient of 
0.9522486 with p < 0.01 over the period from 2012 to 2022. Our analysis sheds light on the whimsical 
and often inexplicable pathways of human curiosity and how they may inadvertently reflect broader 
societal trends. While we cannot claim causation, the undeniable statistical link between Texan territorial 
ponderings and the demand for blood-drawing professionals in the Peach State offers an intriguing puzzle
for further investigation. Our findings provoke not only thoughtful consideration but also a chuckle at the 
bizarre connections that emerge when one delves into the enigmatic world of data analysis.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

     In  the  ever-expanding  realm of  data
analysis,  there  are  few  things  more

perplexing than the unpredictable whims of
human curiosity. Our research aims to shed
light on a seemingly unlikely correlation, one
that could be considered as improbable as
finding a unicorn with a nose for statistics –
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the  connection  between  Google  searches
for "How to Annex Texas" and the number of
phlebotomists in Georgia.

     As  we  embark  on  this  scientific
escapade,  it  is  important  to  point  out  that
this study is not just a game of connecting
the dots – although, if we were, we’d surely
have  a  masterpiece  worthy  of  any
kindergarten fridge gallery. Instead, we are
diving  headfirst  into  the  ocean  of  internet
searches  and  professional  healthcare
trends,  armed  with  the  double-edged
swords  of  Google  Trends  data  and  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

     Our  investigation  is  not  merely
academic,  but  also  a  journey  into  the
uncharted territory of quirky correlations and
unexpected  revelations.  We  initially
approached  this  endeavor  with  the
skepticism of a cat eyeing a cucumber, but
what we discovered left us as stunned as a
scientist  realizing  they  forgot  to  carry  the
one in their calculations.

     With all due seriousness, though, it  is
crucial to recognize that correlation does not
imply causation – much like how finding a
correlation  between  the  abundance  of
phlebotomists  in  Georgia  and the price  of
tea  in  China  would  not  suggest  a
meaningful  connection.  Nevertheless,  our
findings uncovered a correlation coefficient
of 0.9522486 with p < 0.01 over the period
from 2012 to 2022, suggesting that there is
more to this peculiar connection than meets
the eye.

     Ultimately, our research seeks to unravel
the  mysterious  and,  at  times,  comically
idiosyncratic pathways of human inquiry and
pondering. We invite the reader to join us on
this  humorous  and  thought-provoking
journey  through  the  data-driven  domain,
where  unexpected  correlations  and
statistical  curiosities  await.  Let  us  indulge
not only in the quest for knowledge, but also
in a good laugh at the capricious nature of
the scientific pursuit.

     So, buckle up, dear reader, and prepare
to embark on a ride through the whimsical
world of numerical curiosities and statistical
surprises. With a bit of luck and a dash of
scientific rigor, we just might uncover some
unexpected  connections  that  will  leave  us
both enlightened and amused.

2. Literature Review

To  comprehend  the  inexplicable  nexus
between  Google  searches  for  "How  to
Annex  Texas"  and  the  prevalence  of
phlebotomists  in  Georgia,  it  is  crucial  to
survey  the  existing  body  of  literature  on
seemingly  unrelated  correlations.  Smith  et
al. (2016) delved into the enigmatic world of
internet  searches  and  societal  trends,
although  their  focus  was  more  on  the
association  between  online  shopping  for
gardening tools and the consumption of kale
smoothies.  However,  their  methodological
approach  and  analytical  frameworks  may
offer valuable insights for our investigation.
On the other hand, Doe and Jones (2019)
explored the correlation between state-level
discussions  on  time  travel  and  the
abundance of chiropractors, paving the way
for  a  deeper  understanding  of  peculiar
societal  interests  and  their  impact  on
healthcare professions.

Transitioning to a more complex dimension
of  our  inquiry,  "The  Art  of  Annexation"  by
Lorem  Ipsum  (2015)  presents  historical
narratives  of  territorial  expansions,  albeit
without  direct  relevance  to  phlebotomy
trends  in  Georgia.  Nevertheless,  the
parallels  drawn  between  the  strategic
maneuvers of nation-states and the delicate
nature  of  drawing  blood  for  medical
purposes invite a whimsical juxtaposition. In
a  slightly  different  vein,  "Annexation
Anecdotes"  by  Ipsum  Lorem  (2018)
explores  fictional  accounts  of  boundary
disputes  and  power  grabs,  providing  a
creative  backdrop  for  contemplating  the
intersection  between  geopolitical  musings
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and  the  demand  for  phlebotomists  in  the
American South.

Shifting gears to a more visual medium, the
classic  film  "The  Texas  Chainsaw
Massacre"  (1974)  might  seem tangentially
related  at  first  glance,  but  its  portrayal  of
unexpected encounters and swift,  decisive
actions  resonates  with  the  unpredictable
nature  of  statistical  correlations.
Furthermore,  "The Nutty Professor" (1996)
offers  a  comedic  take  on  scientific
exploration  and  its  unintended
consequences,  serving  as  a  lighthearted
reminder  of  the  multifaceted  nature  of
empirical inquiry.

As we wade through this  eclectic  array of
sources, it becomes apparent that while our
investigation  may  initially  appear  as
unconventional as a platypus at a penguin
convention,  it  is  essential  to  embrace  the
peculiarities  of  human  curiosity  and
statistical surprises. With a touch of whimsy
and a healthy dose of rigorous analysis, our
quest  for  understanding  will  undoubtedly
lead to both insightful revelations and a few
chuckles along the way.

3. Our approach & methods

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between  Google  searches  for  "How  to
Annex  Texas"  and  the  number  of
phlebotomists  in  Georgia,  our  research
team  embarked  on  a  data  collection
odyssey  worthy  of  an  Indiana  Jones
adventure.  We  scoured  the  digital  realm,
navigating the treacherous terrain of Google
Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
in search of the elusive numerical artifacts
that  would  shed  light  on  this  peculiar
correlation.

The Google Trends platform served as our
compass  through  the  wilderness  of  online

inquiries, allowing us to chart the ebb and
flow of searches related to the annexation of
Texas. We cast our net wide, spanning the
years  from  2012  to  2022,  capturing  the
zeitgeist  of  territorial  contemplations  that
ebbed  and  flowed  like  a  statistical
symphony.

On  the  other  hand,  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  provided  us  with  the  essential
ammunition  in  our  quest  –  data  on  the
number  of  phlebotomists  in  the  state  of
Georgia. Like intrepid explorers in the realm
of  healthcare  statistics,  we  navigated  the
sea  of  numbers,  seeking  correlations  that
would rival the legendary tales of yore.

Data Analysis

With our troves of data in hand, we initiated
the  alchemical  process  of  data  analysis,
blending  the  potent  ingredients  of  Google
search  trends  and  phlebotomist
employment figures. Our statistical cauldron
bubbled and simmered, concocting a brew
of correlation coefficients and p-values with
a dash of scientific flair.

The correlation analysis, akin to a mystical
divination of numerical tea leaves, revealed
a  surprising  connection  between  the  two
seemingly disparate variables. Like dueling
magicians, we wielded the statistical wand
and  uncovered  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9522486, bearing the mark of significance
with p < 0.01. The significance of this finding
shimmered  like  a  statistical  gem,  defying
expectations  and  eliciting  both  awe  and
amusement from our research cohort.

Limitations and Other Perils

As  with  any  voyage  into  the  uncharted
territory  of  quirky  correlations,  our
expedition  encountered  its  fair  share  of
challenges.  The  ever-looming  specter  of
confounding  variables  and  spurious
correlations shadowed our every step, much
like  the  ghostly  apparitions  haunting  a
statistical manor.
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Furthermore,  we  remained vigilant  against
the siren song of causation, recognizing the
perilous  precipice  upon  which  correlation
teeters.  Like  gallant  knights  of  scientific
prudence,  we  brandished  the  shield  of
caution  and restrained  our  enthusiasm for
attributing  causality  to  this  quirky
correlation.

Ultimately,  our  methodology,  while  not
without  its  whimsical  quirks,  upheld  the
standards of rigorous scientific inquiry, albeit
with  a  generous  sprinkle  of  humor  and
mirth. As we ventured through the labyrinth
of  data  collection  and  analysis,  we
confronted the unexpected with open minds
and a healthy dose of levity, embracing the
peculiarities of our pursuit  with the zeal of
scientific  adventurers  charting  new
territories of knowledge.

4. Results

Our  statistical  analysis  revealed  a  strong
and  eyebrow-raising  correlation  between
Google searches for "How to Annex Texas"
and the number of phlebotomists in Georgia
over  the  period  from  2012  to  2022.  The
correlation  coefficient  was  calculated  at  a
surprising  0.9522486,  with  an  r-squared
value of 0.9067774 and a p-value less than
0.01. 

As shown in Figure 1, the scatterplot depicts
the remarkable relationship between these
two  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  It's  as
though  the data  points  are  holding  hands
and skipping down a path that leads straight
to the nexus of Texan annexation musings
and the demand for phlebotomy expertise in
the peachy state of Georgia.

The strength of this correlation would make
even  the most  skeptical  scientist  raise  an
eyebrow higher than a statistical outlier. It's
like discovering a hidden treasure chest of
numerical  synchronicity  in  a  sea  of
unpredictable data. If this correlation were a
contestant  in  a  talent  show,  it  would

undoubtedly  dazzle  the  judges  with  its
unexpected charm.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While the nature of this correlation may elicit
a chuckle or two, it also reminds us of the
wondrous  and  often  inexplicable  facets  of
human  curiosity.  How  the  ponderings  of
Texan annexation could be intertwined with
the  need  for  blood-drawing  specialists  in
Georgia  remains  a  delightful  enigma  that
beckons further exploration.

However,  it's  important  to  don  the  hat  of
statistical  caution  and  remember  that
correlation  does  not  equate  to  causation.
Just  as  finding  a  correlation  between  the
price  of  ice  cream  and  the  number  of
drownings  does  not  imply  a  frozen  treat-
induced  aquatic  peril,  we  cannot  leap  to
conclusions about the causal link between
Texas-related searches and the phlebotomy
landscape in Georgia.

Nonetheless,  this  unexpected  correlation
piques  our  scientific  curiosity,  adding  a
touch of whimsy to the often serious world
of research and analysis. It's as if the data
itself  is  nudging  us  with  a  mischievous
smile,  whispering,  "Not  everything  is  as  it
seems in the realm of statistical  patterns."
And  we  gladly  accept  the  invitation  to
unpack  this  peculiar  puzzle  and  perhaps
uncover more surprising connections in the
intricate tapestry of data.
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In  summary,  the  results  of  our  analysis
unearth an amusing yet  thought-provoking
correlation  between  Google  searches  for
"How to Annex Texas"  and the number  of
phlebotomists  in  Georgia.  It  serves  as  a
lighthearted  reminder  that  beneath  the
surface  of  numbers  and  trends,  there's  a
touch of whimsy and wonder awaiting those
who dare to delve into the depths of data
analysis.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  have  unveiled  a
correlation that is as unexpected as finding
a penguin in the desert – Google searches
for "How to Annex Texas" and the number of
phlebotomists  in  Georgia  are  linked  in  a
manner  that  defies  conventional
expectations.  This  surprising  connection
begs  the  question:  could  the  territorial
musings  of  the  Lone  Star  State  truly
influence  the  demand  for  blood-drawing
specialists  in  the  peachy  expanse  of
Georgia?

Our  findings  align  with  the  previous
research  that  dared  to  venture  into  the
whimsical  realm  of  correlated  curiosities.
Much like the studies of Smith et al. (2016)
and Doe and Jones (2019), which explored
seemingly  unusual  connections  between
online shopping for gardening tools and kale
smoothie  consumption,  as  well  as  state-
level  discussions  on  time  travel  and  the
prevalence  of  chiropractors,  our
investigation  illuminates  the  enthralling
interplay  between  seemingly  disparate
societal  interests  and  their  influence  on
professional  landscapes.  Who  knew  that
pondering the annexation of Texas could be
as  influential  as  a  finely  crafted  kale
smoothie or discussions about time travel?
It's  as  though  the  scatterplot  of  human
curiosity  is  filled  with  delightful  surprises
akin  to  a  chocolate-covered  statistical
strawberry.

The  strong  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9522486  with  a  p-value  less  than  0.01
sings a tale of statistical synchronicity that
would  make  even  the  most  seasoned
researcher raise an eyebrow higher than the
p-value  itself.  The  visuals  offered  by  the
scatterplot  evoke an image of  data  points
gleefully frolicking hand in hand, dancing to
a  statistical  tune  that  beckons  further
investigation. It's like witnessing the birth of
a  mathematical  romance  novel,  with  the
characters of Texas annexation queries and
Georgia-based phlebotomists embarking on
an enthralling statistical journey.

Admittedly,  the  notion  of  Texan  territorial
ponderings  influencing  the  professional
landscape of Georgia may elicit a chuckle or
two.  After  all,  the  idea  of  geopolitical
musings  leading  to  an  increased  demand
for  blood-drawing expertise could rival  the
unlikeliness  of  a  platypus  at  a  penguin
convention.  However,  let  us not  forget  the
inherent  whimsy that  lurks in  the world of
research  and  analysis.  Just  as  the
unexpected  plot  twists  in  "The  Texas
Chainsaw  Massacre"  captivate  audiences,
our statistical  revelations remind us of  the
delightful  enigma  that  is  human  curiosity
and the captivating surprises it holds.

While our findings provoke both thoughtful
consideration and a good-natured chuckle,
it  is  important  to  approach them with  due
diligence.  Correlation  does  not  imply
causation,  and  just  as  the  correlation
between  the  price  of  ice  cream  and  the
number of drownings does not imply frozen
treat-induced  aquatic  peril,  we  must
approach  the  relationship  between  Texas-
related  searches  and  the  phlebotomy
landscape in Georgia with statistical caution
– albeit with a touch of whimsy.

In conclusion, our study not only unravels a
captivating  statistical  correlation  but  also
emphasizes  the  light-hearted  side  of
scientific exploration. It's as if the data itself
is  inviting  us  to  delve  deeper  into  the
delightful enigma of statistical patterns and
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unearth  more  surprising  connections  –  a
whimsical adventure that promises to add a
touch of wonder to the often serious world
of empirical inquiry.

6. Conclusion

CONCLUSION

Well, dear reader, it seems we've stumbled
upon a statistical oddity more intriguing than
a unicorn playing a game of  Dungeons &
Dragons. Our findings not  only revealed a
correlation coefficient of 0.9522486 between
"How  to  Annex  Texas"  searches  and  the
abundance of phlebotomists in Georgia, but
they also added a dash of  whimsy to the
usually staid world of data analysis.

The  connection  between  Texan  territorial
ruminations  and  the  demand  for  blood-
drawing aficionados in the Peach State is as
unexpected  as  finding  a  rogue  data  point
that just can't seem to fit in with the rest of
the  crowd.  It's  like  witnessing  a  tango
between two variables that, on the surface,
seem as different as chalk and cheese.

However, let's not toss caution to the winds
like an outlier in a scatterplot.  Though our
correlation  is  as  real  as  a  lab-grown
diamond,  we  must  remember  that
correlation, no matter how fascinating, does
not  imply  causation.  Just  as  finding  a
correlation  between the number  of  pirates
and  global  warming  doesn't  mean
swashbuckling leads to rising temperatures,
we  can't  jump  to  conclusions  about  the
roots of this curious relationship.

So, as we wrap up this delightful dalliance
with statistical curiosities, we assert that no
further research is needed in this area. We'll
leave this confounding connection between
Texan  annexation  thoughts  and  Georgia's
phlebotomy scene as an enigmatic treasure
for future generations to ponder. After all, in
the  ever-evolving  canvas  of  research,
sometimes  a  touch  of  bemusing  mystery

keeps  the  scientific  journey  as  captivating
as a magic show.
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